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Introduction
T h e  c u r r e n t  interes t  in a n t iq u e  d o o r  knobs  and  the  collect ion o f  the 

s a m e  has  been fu r th e red  by the  ins t i tut ion o f  c o m m u n i t v  renewal  programs,  

c o m m i t t e e  ac t ions  to save a n d  res tore  historic s t ructures ,  a nd  the  b i -centen-

nial  fever.

Sa lv age o p e ra t i o n s  y ie lded pr izes f rom the  h a n d s  o f  skilled art isans  of 

the  18th a n d  19th centur ies.  Col lec tors  o f  brass  a n d  bronze  became 

in teres ted .  Res to red  m a n s io n s  were  r e s p l e n d a n t  v\ith crvstal .  porcela in  and 

brass  d o o r  h a n d le s  a n d  knobs ,  in teres t ing  the lav man .

T h e n  the  b i -cent enni a l  efforts inf luenced the archi t ec tu ra l  a nd  interior 

d e c o r a t in g  t rades .  Business n a m e s  such as ’Arch i tec tura l  A n t i ques '  appeared 

in the  d i rec tor ies .  ‘Arch i t ec tu ra l  f r agm en ts '  were  m e n t io n e d  in brochures.  

T h e  se a rch was  u n d e r w a y  for  t im e -h o n o re d  d o o r  " f u rn i tu re " .  Reproduct ions 

o f  fine a n t i q u e  pieces a p p e a r e d  on the  marke t .  T h e  old was now new.

Mv h o b b v  had  s u d d e n l y  c o m e  o f  age  a n d  it wasn ' t  even m v  hohh\.  

it was  our  hobbv .  Q u ie t l y  ove r  fifteen a n d  m or e  vears the avant-gard 

o f  d o o r  k n o b b e r v  h a d  been  a m ass in g  fantas t ic  collections.

I was graciously  a l lowed to view a n d  p h o t o g r a p h  these  collectiims of 

knobs f rom the  cen t ra l  renewa l  a r ea s  o f  Po r t land.

T h e n  late in the g am e .  1 fo u n d  a v o lu m e  cov er ing  d o o r  knob s  b\  the 

Towne  a n d  Yale  pe op le  tha t  deal t  wi th des ign.  T h e  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  these 

two factors b lew my m in d  — I v is ioned a la rge r  a n d  m o re  involved work 

deal ing with schools  o f  des ign a n d  the  h o m e s  involved.

T h e n  1 sensibly re t r ea te d  to m \  or ig inal  p lans :  to interes t  others  in a 

w or th w h i l e  h o b b v  roo ted  in o u r  past,  a h o b b v  wi thin  the  m eans  of  anv 

a n d  all. a n d  to im p a r t  se lf -help i n fo rm a t i on  on how to collect, identify 

and show d o o r  knobs .

The  orde r ly  a m o n g  you will w o n d e r  a b o u t  the  size o f  the knobs .  .Against 

my order ly  p h o to g r a p h e r ' s  advice .  I o m i t t e d  a m e t h o d  o f  measur ing.  The 

average  knob  is 2'4 inches.  Occas iona l  ones  will be 2 inches  or  2 ' :  inches, 

rarely larger.  Size does  not  en te r  into the  w o r th  o f  the  knob .

The color pholos on the cover  and cenlcr fold are o f  knobs in the author's  col l .'rt ion 

Photographer John H olknva \
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T H E  A D A M S  & W E S T L A K E  C O M P A N Y

S aloon  D oor L a tch es  

No. 1 8 0

To Knob centor, inches Stz«, w ithout K eep«r, 3{V x 4*^ m ches C ut th re«< ia^rt«n  s i

No. 1 8 5

To Kn ob  center, 2 inches 

Size, w ith o u t Keeper, 2 * 4  x 4 inches
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CORBIN HARDWARE
O P  I H K  S I ' I X ' I A I .  I ' K S I C N  l l . I . r s  I ' R A T K I ) ,

A N D  M A D K  B Y  U S  I ' R O M  I H K  A R C H I T I - . C T S '  

I I R A W I N C S ,  IS r S K I )  I ' l ' O N  I HK

Pittsburgh Union Station
D K S C R I B E O  I N  T H I S  I S S l ’ lv. W K  H A \ E  

K\  K R V  F A C I L I T Y  F O R  W O R K  l ) F  T H I S  

N A T l ’ Rl - .  C A N  F l ' R N l S H  I N  D 1 V 1 0 1 ’A I. D E -

S I G N S  W H E N  D E S I R E D

The Corbin Unit  Lock
AI M’ K A R S  O N  T H E  B E S T  M O D E R N  B l ’I L D -  

I N G S .  C A T A L O G U E  O N  A P P L I C A T I O N

p. & F. CORBIN
N H W  BR IT A IN ,  C O N N .

NEW YORK CHICAGO PHILADELPHIA

This ad appeared in the August issue o f  the House and Garden, 1902.

The availability of the type of service offered in the above advertisement 

that appeared in the 1902 House and G arden, Vol. 11 — No. 8, by P. 

& F. Corbin would be rarely available today, except by smaller individual 

concerns.

The fine name of Corbin still appears in the yellow pages of the phone 

book.
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