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Most American’s familiarity with the State of New Jersey is generally rides 
from Newark airport into Manhattan or television showing the industrial areas 
across the Hudson from NYC.  For the 2018 ADCA Convention at Princeton, 
New Jersey, our hosts Nick and Jean Doto showed us why New Jersey is 
called “The Garden State” (growing produce, actually, but we saw lots of 
green). This was our first convention held in the state which has been business 
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home to the ADCA for the past 20 years. 
Wednesday was tour day, and for those who 
got out of bed before 6 AM, included a visit to 
the Golden Nugget Antique Flea Market, 
where Nick Doto is well known. For those of 
us who are not early risers, the bus stopped 
back at the hotel to pick up the rest of us to 
start our tour.  Our first stop was Pennsbury 
Manor, the country home of Pennsylvania 
founder William Penn located on the banks of 
the Delaware River. Originally built in 1683-
86, the property was reconstructed by the State 
of Pennsylvania in 1939 as a house museum 
showing the colonial life of the state’s founder. 
The property includes a smokehouse, a kitchen 
and a brewery (where they demonstrate how to 
make beer to tour groups). And the garden fea-
tured a really large bench, which was a perfect 
respite for the 3 Steves. 

Lunch was 
served at 

the historic King George Inn at Bristol, PA, which is America’s old-
est continuously operating inn. Founded in 1681 (before William 
Penn built Pennbury Manor), the current building only dates to 1765 
and  played to host to Washington, Adams and Madison. On the way 
out of town Nick had the bus stop at Mazzanti’s (one of Nick’s fa-
vorite haunts from his younger days) to pick up some sandwiches for 
the hospitality room that evening. 

Our next stop was at Grounds for Sculpture in Hamilton, NJ 
where we posed for our tour group photo. The museum features some 
270 works of modern sculpture set in a 42 acre park which used to be 
the New Jersey State Fairgrounds. After a leisurely stroll and lots of 
photographs, we were back to the bus and back to the hotel. 
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The other third of conference attendees joined us on Thursday for a day of  buy, sell and trade. We 
were joined at Princeton by two first-time attendees, Howard Kruse (left) from Chicago, IL and Phil Flor 
(center) from Jersey City, NJ.  Our latest re-member (a former member who rejoins the ADCA after a 
few years away), Maurice Onraet from Lansdale, PA, dropped by with his wife (right) after rejoining the 
club and digging out his collection, to see if things were as interesting as he remembered. 

Former ADCA President Win Applegate and Carol were welcome attendees after missing several 
conventions, as was Web Wilson, who no doubt was picking up treasures for his next auction. We were 
glad to see Jim Morneau, Bernie Edelman and Rich Kennedy after missing the convention last year in 
Indianapolis.  

After a morning of trading and a successful auction, the members and guests gathered together on Fri-
day night for the Banquet, Annual Meeting of the ADCA and presentation of awards. Our speaker was 
William Newman, an author who provided a historcal presentation about New Jersey and Princeton.  

President Joslyn then convened the membership meeting, recognizing the Applegates and the Kenne-
dys for their many years of service to the ADCA and our membership. As was discussed last year, with 
Faye having requested to be relieved of office duties for the club, several agenda items dealt with making 
this change possible, as well as the on-going operations of the club, all of which were approved by the 
membership. 

• Relocating our business address from New Jersey to Arkansas, as Mike Smith has accepted the as-
signment of managing memberships for the club. The business address was last changed 21 years 
ago, moving to New Jersey. 

• Vicky Berol will continue to welcome new members to the club. 
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• Election of a new slate of officers, with Allen Joslyn remaining President and Steve Rowe remain-

ing Vice President. Mike Smith is the new Secretary (replacing Paul Woodfin), and Paul Woodfin is 
the new Treasurer (replacing Allen Joslyn).  

• Board members re-elected for new two year terms were Faye Kennedy, John Roberts, Liz Gordon, 
Mike Smith and Paul Woodfin. 

• Nominating Committee Chair Steve Rowe requested that any member who wishes to become more 
involved with the ADCA should contact him. 

• Reports from the Treasurer, Secretary, Archives, VDA, and new Memberships were favorably re-
ceived. 

Then the awards were presented for the 2018 Convention. The theme 
this convention was “Oval Knobs”, and the winning displays are shown 
below. Winning “Best of Theme” was Mike Smith.  Winning “Most 
Creative” was Bernie Edelman.  Winning “Best of Show” was Allen 
Joslyn.  And winning the “Ugly” award for the second year in a row was 
Mike Smith, because he framed the Ugly award, rather than hiding it as 
past recipients have done (I can report that as of August 8, the award is 
frameless and hanging in Mike’s garage). ☺ 
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In Memorium 
Carol Meermans (Member #34) 

Carol Meermans, age 88, passed away on Saturday, January 13, 
2018.  Beloved wife of the late Ralph. Loving mother of David 
(Mei), Carl (Nancy), and Andrew (Margaret). Cherished grand-
mother of Alexandra, Pete, Brian, and Jack. The family suggests 
donations in Carol's name to Barton Senior Center, 14300 Detroit 
Rd, Lakewood, OH 44107 where she volunteered for over 45 years. 
A Memorial Service was held on January 27, 2018 at Bay United 
Methodist Church, Bay Village, OH. Carol has been a volunteer 
knitting instructor at Barton Center for 25 years. She also is a trus-
tee of the Golden Age Centers of Greater Cleveland and volunteer 
at WVIZ TV.  Her father Carl Klamm was an engineer who invented a revolutionary leakproof 
gasoline and oil line tube fitting which he installed on the Spirit of St. Louis, leading Carol to 
recall “that's why Lindbergh made it -- because nothing leaked”.  According to her story told at 
the Pittsburgh convention, her parents were married in Chicago and honeymooned at either the 
Stevens or Palmer House hotel (and she was born 9 months later), so she bought a doorknob 
from each at the auction. And she often brought other family members to the conventions! 
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 EUREKA!!! 
The Discovery of Special Hardware ledgers  

By Paul Woodfin 

Collectors of emblematic hardware are always happy to find a new emblematic knob or plate that 
they have not seen before, but always want to know the origin of the knob or plate, which most likely 
was custom-designed for a building and their business or organization.  While some knobs are easy to 
identify or well publicized - the Wanamaker knob (P-25140) or the oval Plaza Hotel knob (P-47770) -  
most are a challenge to identify or make out the monogram or symbol.  Yale & Towne, Russell & Erwin, 
Corbin and Sargent began making sizable quantities of “special hardware” around 1890 to meet the 
needs of their customers and architects, while other hardware companies (Reading, Lockwood, Hopkins 
& Dickinson, and especially Schroder & Chicago Hardware) produced such hardware on an “as needed” 
basis.  Unfortunately, catalogs of emblematic hardware were not produced for general distribution, as 
they were made for a specific project that would not be of interest to anyone else.  By 1900 manufactur-
ers usually would devote a page or two in their standard catalog to “special” designs to make customers 
aware of this option.  Corbin produced one “Special” catalog in about 1920, but limited distribution to 
major salesmen in larger cities. And the Corbin catalog contained no identifying information other than 
the S number assigned at the factory to each special hardware item, unless the design provided the infor-
mation. 
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http://www.antiquedoorknobs.us
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The Singer Sewing Machine Company was an American 
icon of business. While other companies built sewing ma-
chines for use by housewives and businesses to clothe Ameri-
cans, none was as famous or well-respected. That business 
success allowed Singer to build three buildings in New York, 
all designed by noted architect Ernest Flagg. Most people 
know about the 1908 Singer Tower formerly at 149 Broad-
way, which was torn down in 1968 for a steel and glass sky-
scraper for United States Steel. And some know about the 
“Little Singer” building at 561 Broadway from 1903. 

But this hardware comes from the original Singer Build-
ing at 149 Broadway. In the photo at right it is the left half of 
the base of the Singer Tower. Completed in 1897, the office 
of company President Frederick Bourne was located in this 
building. The 1908 addition doubled the size of the original 
building and added the iconic tower above the addition. 

While the Corbin ledger listing notes that S 464 is from 
“Singer”, real confirmation comes from a P & F Corbin ad in 
an architectural magazine from 1899 that note providing 
hardware for the Singer Building, New York. The 1908 tower 
used plain Corbin unit locks as featured in publications of 
the time. 

 

 

Reference:  http://www.nyc-architecture.com/GON/GON003.htm 

Singer Building 
New York, New York 

http://www.nyc-architecture.com/GON/GON003.htm
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Standard Oil was founded by John D. Rockfeller and oth-
er investors in 1870, and Rockefeller built and lived in a 
grand mansion on Euclid Avenue.  While Standard Oil 
relocated the corporate headquarters from Cleveland to 
New York City in 1885, the company remained very ac-
tive in Ohio due to refineries and oil fields nearby.  In 
1903 Rockefeller announced plans for a new 16 story of-
fice tower to be built just west of Public Square.  The 
Rockefeller Building would be designed by Cleveland 
architects Knox & Elliot.  The two partners met while 
working for Burnham & Root in Chicago, and after work-
ing for Henry Ives Cobb in Chicago, they moved to 
Cleveland and hung out their shingle. The Rockefeller 
Building was completed in 1905. 

One ADCA member has remarked that this knob looks Sullivanesque. Given that both Knox and Elliot 
spent a decade in Chicago when many leading architects, including Louis Sullivan, were choosing new-
er styles of ornament for the terra cotta exterior of new buildings, the overall influence is found on both 
the interior and exterior of the Rockefeller Building, including unique ironwork on the elevator cages, 
stair balusters, and building entrances by Chicago-based Winslow Brothers.  The very unusual suite of 
bronze hardware shown below is from the S catalog by P & F Corbin. 

The Rockefeller Building is a survivor. When the family sold the building in the 1920s, the new owner 
changed the name to his own. Within a year the Rockefellers had repurchased the building and installed 
a large sign just under the cornice showing their name. The sign remains today, and fortunately the ex-
terior of the building looks much the same as it did after a matching addition to the was built in 1910. 

  References: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rockefeller_Building_(Cleveland) 

  https://case.edu/ech/articles/k/knox-elliot 

  Building Photo, OZinOH, https://www.flickr.com/photos/75905404@N00/3583276236 

Rockefeller Building 
Cleveland, Ohio 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rockefeller_Building_(Cleveland)
https://case.edu/ech/articles/k/knox-elliot
https://www.flickr.com/photos/75905404@N00/3583276236
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Mabley & Company was a department store founded 
in the 1870s in Detroit, achieving great success through 
customer service (and employing a young J. L. Hudson). 
In 1895 the firm decided to consolidate their operations 
into a single new building to be named after founder C. 
R. Mabley. Chicago architect Daniel Burnham designed 
the 14 story store and office building, and with the assis-
tance of architects Mason & Rice created the most im-
posing and well finished (and tallest) building in Detroit. 

Hardware was by P & F Corbin, featuring doorknobs  
of a decorative letter M. The letter M was featured in the 
exterior stonework and on interior finishes, which includ-
ed 50,000 feet of marble. Unfortunately, Mabley & Com-
pany was unable to fund the $1.4 million cost for the building, and later closed their Detroit location 
because of these cost overruns. The development company was reorganized months before completion, 
and the building was renamed the “Majestic”, which one owner said aptly described the building.  

By 1961 First Federal Savings & Loan planned a new glass and steel skyscraper for the Majestic’s 
location. As was a common practice, the demolition contractor sold on site the marble wainscoting and 
wash basins, ornate iron railings, original light fixtures (and doorknobs, no doubt). And then demoli-
tion commenced. 

Reference:  Historic Detroit, http://historicdetroit.org/building/majestic-building/ 

Majestic/Mabley Building 
Detroit, Michigan 

http://historicdetroit.org/building/majestic-building/
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The Doorknob Exchange 

Members are reminded that your dues entitle you to advertise items for sale, trade, or wanted 
at no charge.  ADCA is not responsible for any transaction or the condition of the items ad-
vertised. 

Wanted:  Pete Sabine (#933) is seeking the following Branford items. Contact him by email at 
specklesandme@yahoo.com (preferred) or at (727) 453-0807 if you have any of these available. 

The Doorknob Collector  
Co-editors:  Allen Joslyn, 

 Phone (973) 783-9411 
 Email: ajoslyn@comcast.net 
               Paul Woodfin 
 Email: adcaoffice@aol.com 

Membership Office: Mike Smith 
ADCA  
1608 Osage Drive  
North Little Rock, AR 72116 
Email: adca.members@gmail.com 
Phone: (501) 529-1836 

ADCA Website:  www.antiquedoorknobs.org 
VDA Website:  www.antiquedoorknobs.us 
Membership Website:  www.antiquedoorknobs.org/membership 

 

General Questions 
ajoslyn@comcast.net 

Officers Email Addresses: 

President: Allen Joslyn ajoslyn@comcast.net 

Vice President: Steve Rowe 4narowe@sbcglobal.net 

Secretary: Mike Smith arkansaswms@gmail.com  

Treasurer: Paul Woodfin paul.woodfin1@gmail.com 

Antique Doorknob Collectors of America 

mailto:specklesandme@yahoo.com
http://www.antiquedoorknobs.org
http://www.antiquedoorknobs.us
http://www.antiquedoorknobs.org/membership
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American Antique Hardware 
 
Owner Keith and Sarah Chilcote 
Phone: 503-399-8009 
Web Site:  
americanantiquehardware.com 
Email:  
contact@americanantiquehardware.com  

 

Liz’s Antique Hardware 
 

Owner: Liz Gordon 
453 South La Brea 
Los Angeles, CA 90036 
Phone: 323-939-4403    
Web Site: lahardware.com 
Email: Shop@LAHardware.com  

 

Albion Doors & Windows 
 

Owner: Larry Sawyer 
PO Box 220 
Albion, CA 95410 
Phone: 707-937-0078 
Web Site: knobsession.com 
Email: bysawyer@mcn.org 

 

 

 

Antique Door Hardware Collector 
Owner: Thomas Iannucci  
16624 Frederick Rd.  
Mount Airy, MD 21771 
Phone: 240-595-1115  
Website:  
antiquedoorhardwarecollector.com 

 
Bill’s Key & Lock Shop 
 
Owner: Andy Streenz 
1509 N. Clinton Blvd. 
Bloomington, IL 61701  
Phone: 309-454-1713  
Web Site: billskeyandlockshop.com 
Email:  
locksmith@billskeyandlockshop.com 

 
House of Antique Hardware 
 
Owner: Roy Prange 
802 NE Davis Street 
Portland, OR 97232 
Phone: 888-223-2545 
Web Site: HouseofAntiqueHard-
ware.com 
Email: 
Sales@HouseofAntiqueHardware.com 

 
The Brass Knob 
 
Owner: Donetta George  
2311 18th Street NW 
Washington, DC  20009 
Phone: 202-332-3370   
Web Site: theBrassKnob.com  
Email: BK@theBrassKnob.com 

  

 

 
Owner: Suzanne Kittel  
409 Saint Francis St.  
Gonzales, TX  78629 
Phone: 830-672-2428 
Website: discoverys.net 
Email: swk@discoverys.net 

 

 
Webwilson.com 
 
Owner: H. Weber Wilson  
PO Box 506  
Portsmouth, RI  02871 
Phone: 240-595-1115  

 
 
 
 
Locations across America 
Visit web site for information 
Phone: 888-273-9678 
Web Site: ogtstore.com 
Email: webstore@oldegoodthings.com 
 

 
Settlers Hardware 
 
Owner: Susan Neptune 
1901 West Alabama 
Houston, TX  77098 
Phone: 713-524-2417 
Web Site: settlershardware.com 
Email: settlershardware@gmail.com 

 
Village Salvage 
 
Owner: Rick Lepley 
85 S. Main Street 
Waynesville, OH 45068 
Phone: 513-914-4177 
Web Site: villagesalvage.com 
Email: villagesalvage@gmail.com 
 

 
Tim & Julie’s Another Fine Mess 
 
Owners: Tim Harmon and Julie Crow 
2901 East 10th Street 
Indianapolis, IN  46201 
Phone: 503-399-8009 
Web Site: indysalvage.com 
Email: timandjuliestore@gmail.com 

 

 

Owner: Sam Mirshak  
1260 Castlefield Avenue  
Toronto, ON, Canada  M6B 1G3 
Phone: 416-863-1590 

Website: thedoorstore.ca 

Email: info@thedoorstore.ca 

 

 
 
Owner: Stephen Shellenberger  
20 Houghton Street  
Somerville, MA  02143 
Phone: 617-970-0366  
Website: houghtonstfoundry.com 
Email: houghtonstfoundry@gmail.com 

These are paid advertisements.  The ADCA assumes no responsibility.  For further information about  
these businesses see the Resource section on our website: www.AntiqueDoorknobs.org. 

Our Business Members 

http://antiquedoorhardwarecollector.com/index.html

