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From time to time, they do get solved. In 1989 Ardythe Leaders asked 
whether anyone had an information on the Corn Belt Bank knob  
(TDC # 30).  In 2009 Andy Streenz identified it 
as coming from the Corn Belt Bank in Bloom-

ington, Illinois (TDC # 158).  In 2002, I asked about the “beaver” knob 
(TDC # 115). Now Alex Blyth has identified it as a product of the  

Gurney Tilden Company of Hamilton, Ontario. 

 That company goes back to the 1840s in Hamilton, chiefly as a 
foundry producing stoves, but also man-
hole covers, etc.  Of course it expanded, 
opening factories elsewhere in Canada. 
Hamilton became known as “The Bir-
mingham of Canada”. The founder, Ed-
ward Gurney, died in 1884. The firm 
became E. & C. Gurney, and then, in 
1892, John H. Tilden became its Presi-
dent, and was reorganized as Gurney 
Tilden Co., Ltd. Thereafter it expanded 
into Builders Hardware. In 1902 it is-
sued a catalogue of Builders Hardware 
(copy in Alex’s collection). which ap-
pear to be largely imported American 
designs. By 1909 Gurney-Tilden adver-
tised that it manufactured “and carried in 
stock the largest range of Builders Hard-
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Founded Sept 1981, the Antique 
Doorknob Collectors of America is a 
non-profit 501 (c)(3) organization de-
voted to the study and preservation of 
ornamental hardware. 

The opinions expressed in this publi-
cation are those of the individual writer 
and do not necessarily reflect those of 
the Board of Directors of ADCA or the 
editors. 

Any reproduction of material con-
tained in The Doorknob Collector 
without permission of the Antique 
Doorknob Collectors of America is 
prohibited.   All material submitted for 
publication becomes the property of the 
Antique Doorknob Collectors of 
America, unless otherwise agreed upon 
in advance in writing.   Material quoted 
in          from other 
sources is subject to the requirements of 
the originator. 

ware in Canada, suitable alike to trim churches, office buildings or 

private housing.” 

The hardware illustrated herein was not included in the catalogue, 
but both carry the  
Gurney Tilden & Co.  
mark.  The one is a 
“grape”  doorpla te 
owned by Alex, and the 
other is the “beaver” 
plate and knob. Hope-
fully further examples 
of their production will 
emerge.  But at least an-
other question has been 

answered. 




We are looking forward to our convention from August 5-8 in 
Monrovia, CA. This annual gathering is a unique opportunity 
for both long time convention goers and “first timers” to display 
their treasured hardware and share their knowledge with like-

minded collectors.   

The convention is being held at the Courtyard Marriott Mon-
rovia.  Monrovia is nestled in the foothills of the San Gabriel 
Mountains, near attractions like the Santa Anita Racetrack, the 
Huntington Library, and the Los Angeles Arboretum and Bo-
tanic Garden.  The hotel is a 15-minute drive to Pasadena.  The 
convention will be bracketed by two flea markets in Pasadena: 
the Pasadena City College Flea Market will be held on Sunday, 
August 2, and the Rose Bowl Flea Market will be held on Sun-
day, August 9.  If you’re planning on going to the flea markets, 
keep in mind that August is very hot in Southern California.  
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Remember your hat, sunglasses, sunblock, and water. 

This year, the exhibit area will be open to the public on Friday evening.  The auction will take 
place Saturday afternoon followed by our banquet dinner that evening.  The theme for this 

year’s display is Builders’ Hardware Post 1930.   

We look forward to seeing you in August.  We’ve planned a fun convention, and we’re sure 
you’ll enjoy your time in the beautiful San Gabriel Valley. For more information about the 

area’s attractions you can go to www.visitpasadena.com ,or  www.latourist.com 

If you haven’t been to a convention yet, this may be your year.  Consider traveling to the Los 
Angeles area and enjoy all that it has to offer.  If you are a first time attendee, your registration 
is free.  Now there is a real deal for you.  Check the registration packet that came with your last 
newsletter.  If you have not received a copy, let us know at  908-685-5253 or email us at AD-

CAoffice@aol.com.  We will send one out to you by either the US Mail or email.   

In Memoriam 

Hilary Lynn Applegate (#311), 51, 
passed after a brief illness on June 9, 2015 

surrounded by family.  

She will be remembered by our membership 
for her wonderful smile and her annual par-
ticipation helping at the auctions during the 
conventions.  Hilary was a regular attendee 
of the ADCA conventions along with her 
parents.  Hilary was a very positive woman 
who shared her joy with all of us.  She is a 
life gone too soon and she will be missed by 

all of us. 

Hilary’s real passion was collecting Breyer 
Model horses.  As a knowledgeable collector 
of these horses, Hilary competed for many 
years in collector shows, most notably, the 
Mid Atlantic Regional (MAR) and the 
Chesapeake Regional All Bridle (CRABY) in Annapolis, Maryland. She won numerous 
awards and ribbons. Recognized as a knowledgeable collector, she was frequently called 

upon through the internet to clarify and identify ‘found’ models. 

A life-long resident of Mercer County, Hilary was a member of Saint Mark United 
Methodist Church in Hamilton Square.  She worked as a volunteer in the Medical Re-

cords Department of Robert Wood Johnson Hospital in Hamilton for fourteen years  

Hilary is survived by her parents Carol (#310) and Winfred (#110) Applegate of Hamil-
ton Square, her brother Brian (#309) and sister-in-law Christine, her nephew Shawn and 

her nieces Karen and Elaine Applegate of Newtown, Pennsylvania. 
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These are paid advertisements.  The ADCA assumes no responsibility.  For further information about these businesses see the 
Resource section on our website: www.AntiqueDoorknobs.org. 

Our Business Members 

Materials Unlimited 
Owner: Reynold Lowe 
2 W. Michigan Ave. 
Ypsalanti, MI 49197  
Phone: 800-299-9462 
Web Site: MaterialsUnlimited.com 
Email: Materials@MaterialsUnlimited.com 

Antique Door Hardware Collector 
Owner: Tom Iannucci  
16624 Frederick Rd. 
Mount Airy, MD 21771 
Phone: 240-595-1115 
Web Site: antiquedoorhardwarecollector.com 
Email: antiquehardware@verizon.net 

Architectural Salvage, Inc. 
Owner: Elizabeth Werhane 
5001 N. Colorado Blvd. 
Denver, CO 80216 
Phone: (303) 321-0200 
Web Site: savagelady.com/ 

Discovery Architectural Antiques 
Owner: Suzanne Kittel 
409 St. Francis  
Gonzales, TX  78629 
Phone: 830-672-2428  
Fax: 830-672-3701 
Web Site: Discoverys.net 
Email: swk@discoverys.net 

The Brass Knob 
Owners: Donetta George  
2311 18th St. N.W. Washington, DC 
Phone: 202-332-3370   
Fax: 202-332-5594    
Web Site: theBrassKnob.com  
Email: BK@theBrassKnob.com 

Aurora Mills Architectural  Salvage 
Owner: Mike Byrnes 
14971 First St NE 
Aurora, OR  97002 
Phone: 503-678-6083 
Fax: 503-678-3299 
Web Site: auroramills.com  
Email: auroramills@centurytel.net 

American Antique Hardware 
Owner Keith and Sarah Chilcote 
Phone: 503-399-8009 
Web Site: americanantiquehardware.com 
Email: contact@americanantiquehardware.com 

Liz’s Antique Hardware 
Owner: Liz Gordon 
453 South La Brea 
Los Angeles, CA 90036 
Phone: 323-939-4403 
Fax: 323-939-4387 
Web Site: lahardware.com/ 
Email: Shop@LAHardware.com 

Albion Doors & Windows 
Owner: Larry Sawyer 
PO Box 220 
Albion, CA 95410 
Phone: 707-937-0078 
Fax: (call first) 
707-937-0078  
Web Site: knobsession.com 
Email: bysawyer@mcn.org 

House of Antique Hardware 
Owner: Roy Prange 
3439 NE Sandy Blvd./PMB 106 
Portland, OR 97214 
Phone: 888-223-2545 
Fax: 503-231-1312 
Web Site: HouseofAntiqueHardware.com 
Email: Sales@HouseofAntiqueHardware.com 

Bill’s Key & Lock Shop 
Owner: Andy Streenz 
127 E. Beaufort St. 
Normal, IL 61761or 
401 N. Main St. 
Bloomington, IL 61701 
Phone: 309-827-5522 
Web Site: billskeyandlockshop.com 
Email: locksmith@billskeyandlockshop.com 
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The Doorknob Collector  

Co-editors:  Allen Joslyn, 
 Phone (973) 783-9411 
 Email: ajoslyn@comcast.net 

 Faye Kennedy 
 Email:  adcaoffice@aol.com 

Membership Office: Faye Kennedy 
ADCA  
PO Box 803  

Hackettstown, NJ 07840 
Email: adcaoffice@aol.com 
Phone: 908-684-5253 

Web Site: AntiqueDoorknobs.org General Questions 

Antiquedoorknobs@comcast.net 
Officers Email Addresses: 
President: Allen Joslyn ajoslyn@comcast.net 
Vice President: Steve Rowe 4narowe@sbcglobal.net 
Secretary: Rich Kennedy ADCAoffice@aol.com 
Treasurer: Allen Joslyn ajoslyn@comcast.net 


