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THE STORY OF EARLY DECORATIVE
BRONZE HARDWARE:

MORE COMPLICATED THAN FIRST THOUGHT

By Bo Sullivan

Additional Research by Allen Joslyn & Rhett Butler

It has been clear for many years that interesting decorative
bronze hardware was being made prior to Russell & Erwin’s
acquisition of the Metallic Compression Casting Company in
1870. But how many companies were involved, who were
they, and what were their processes and designs?

In TDC 163, Allen Joslyn reprinted an article he found in a
May 1869 issue of the Architectural Review that not only de-
scribed electrotyped decorative bronze hardware (a key pre-
MCCC manufacturing process), but also mentioned a spe-
cific company that was producing it, Smith & Butler. Ac-
companying the article were engravings we had never seen
before of an array of knobs and other items that provided our
first period images of clearly identified electrotyped bronze
hardware.

Allen’s article then led to my own discovery of an original
Smith & Butler catalog from around 1868 in the Special Col-
lections of the University of Delaware — a catalog that in-
cluded copy remarkably similar to the content of the Archi-
tectural Review article and additional illustrations of decora-
tive bronze hardware. This in turn led us to even more in-
formation about Smith and Butler themselves, research that
was published in TDC 164.
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Following the appearance of that article, we went back and looked at hardware shown in an 1869
Russell & Erwin catalog in Rhett Butler’s collection and discovered even more pre-MCCC bronze
hardware designs — designs that looked a lot like the range shown in the other two volumes, right
down to similar names and item numbers. Suddenly, thanks to these three remarkable primary
sources, we had more documentation of bronze hardware during the key years of 1868 and 1869 than
ever before.

Based on the wealth of illustrations we had found, the remarkable similarity of the copy in the Archi-
tectural Review article and the Smith & Butler catalog, and the fact that the knob designs in all three
sources had the same names — Medallion, Scroll, and Gothic — it was perhaps natural to assume that
everything shown was from Smith & Butler, and there we had it... a convenient story of the origins
of our early bronze hardware neatly captured up in multiple illustrations from a single company at a
single date. Mystery solved.

Wouldn’t it be nice if historical research worked that way? Of course, it doesn’t, and you know what
they say about those who assume. Two complications quickly arose.

First, further research in the Architectural Review turned up the following statement published one
month later, in the June 1869 issue:

NoTE—In answer to several engniries
respecting the Brovgze Door Kxoss de-
scribed at pagze 68%, in the preceding
number of the Review, we wonld state
that all further information can be had
by addressing J B, Spaxson, 1003
Market street, Philadelphin, the manuo.
facturer of these ardmirable picces of
artistic door furniture,

Second, closer examination of the details in the three different published sources confirmed some
similarity across the designs shown, but notable differences as well — differences too significant to
attribute to the inaccuracy of the engravers.

These differences have led me to question my initial assumptions, and to acknowledge that our
documentation may in fact show the work of at least three different companies. And there may well
have been more. In this issue we are including a chart (see pgs. 4 & 5) that compares the illustra-
tions from the three different sources.

In the coming months, it is our hope to follow more leads and perhaps tease out some new informa-
tion on the makers of non-MCCC decorative bronze hardware between 1865 and 1875. In order to
support this goal, we are putting out the following call:
IF YOU HAVE ANY KNOBS SIMILAR TO THE HARDWARE IN THE CHARTS pg4 & 5
(this hardware may not be solid bronze on the interior)
PLEASE PHOTOGRAPH THEM AND SEND TO bo@arcalus.com
TOGETHER WITH A DESCRIPTION: Size, Weight, and Method of

Construction, such as copper exterior, filled with lead, etc.
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mailto:bo@arcalus.com

OR BETTER YET, BRING THEM WITH YOU TO PORTLAND!

If possible photos should include a front view, a side view, and a rear view, like this:

We look forward to learning more about this crucial and poorly understood period of time, and about
the hardware and manufacturers that were a part of it. As this research progresses, you’ll read about
it first in TDC.

A Note On Patination

This may be old news, but there is a very useful article in the Old House Journal for August, 2008 on
how to patinate antique hardware. It also recommends two books: Richard Hughes and Michael
Rowe, The Coloring, Bronzing and Patination of Metals and Ron Young, Contemporary Patination.
(A reviewer noted that Hughes & Young are not for home use, due to the toxicity of the chemicals
used, etc.) Sources for patination formulas that will wear well in exterior areas are
www jaxchemical.com, http://sschemical.com/index1.html and www.artchemicals.com. To create
you own patina recipes, look at http://secure.sciencecompany.com/Do-It-Y ourself-Patina-Formulas-

W12C672.aspx.

The Doorknob Members are reminded that your dues entitle you to advertise items for
sale, trade, or wanted at no charge. ADCA is not responsible for any
EXChange transaction or the condition of the items advertised.

Wanted: “Truro” H-429 doorknobs. Need 8

Anne Marie Ferguson H-429
PO Box 4561

Carmel, CA 93921-4561

(831) 624-6165

The-Magpie@earthlink.net

Wanted: 2 Bail Handles (pictured here), most likely bronze,
possibly brass. Size: 3” wide, 1 1/4” deep.

Contact Vicky Berol, Gofer #1,

sfgofer@yahoo.com
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Our Business Members

These are paid advertisements. The ADCA assumes no responsibility.

Resource section on our website: www.AntiqueDoorknobs.org.

For further information about these businesses see the

Albion Doors & Windows
Owner: Larry Sawyer

PO Box 220

Albion, CA 95410

Phone: 707-937-0078

Antique Door Hardware Collector
Owner: Tom lannucci

16624 Frederick Rd.

Mount Airy, MD 21771

Phone: 240-595-1115

Inc.

hane

Architectural Salvage,
Owner: Elizabeth Wer-

5001 N. Colorado Blvd.

Liz’s Antique Hardware
Owner: Liz Gordon

453 South La Brea

Los Angeles, CA 90036
Phone: 323-939-4403

Fax: (call first)
707-937-0078

Website:
www.knobsession.com
Email: bysawyer@mcn.org

Web Site: Denver, CO 80216 Fax: 323-939-4387

http://www.antiquedoorhardwarecollector.com | Phone: (303) 321-0200 Email:

Email: hardware@closecall.com Website: Shop@LAHardware.com
savagelady.com/ Web Site:

www.lahardware.com/

Discovery Architectural Antiques
Owner: Suzane Kittel

409 St. Francis

Gonzales, TX 78629

Phone:  830-672-2428

Fax: 830-672-3701

Web Site: www.Discoverys.net
Email: swk@discoverys.net

Aurora Mills Architectural Salvage
Owner: Mike Byrnes

14971 First St NE

Aurora, OR 97002

Phone: 503-678-6083

Fax: 503-678-3299

Email: auroramills@centurytel.net
Website: http://www.auroramills.com/

House of Antique Hardware

Owner: Roy Prange

3439 NE Sandy Blvd./PMB 106

Portland, OR 97214

Phone: 888-223-2545

Fax: 503-231-1312

Web Site: www.HouseofAntiqueHardware.com
Email: Sales@HouseofAntiqueHardware.com

Phoenix Non-Ferrous Technologies
Owner: Lincoln Charles

P.O. Box 98

Franklin, NH 03235

Telephone: (603) 455-8273

Email: info@phoenixnftech.com
Website: phoenixnftech.com

Webwilson.com

Owner: H. Weber Wilson

PO Box 506

Portsmouth, RI 02871

Phone: 800-508-0022

Web Site: www.webwilson.com
Email: Hww@webwilson.com

American Antique Hardware

Owner Keith and Sarah Chilcote

Phone: 503-399-8009

Email: contact@americanantiquehardware.com
Website: http://www.americanantiquehardware.com

Materials Unlimited

Owner: Reynold Lowe

2 W. Michigan Ave.

Ypsalanti, M1 49197

Phone: 800-299-9462

Web Site: www.MaterialsUnlimited.com

Email: Materials@MaterialsUnlimited.com

The Brass Knob

Owners: Donetta George

2311 18th St. N.W. Washington, DC
Phone: 202-332-3370 Fax: 202-332-5594
Email: BK@theBrassKnob.com

Web Site: www.theBrassKnob.com

Auntique Boorknob @ollectors of America

The Doorknob Collector Editor: Allen Joslyn,

Phone (973) 783-9411

Email: ajoslyn@comcast.net

Web Site: www.antiquedoorknobs.org

Officers
President: Steve Rowe

Membership Office: Faye Kennedy
ADCA

Box 31

Chatham, NJ 07928-0031

Email: Knobnews@optonline.net
Phone: 973-635-6338

General Questions
Antiquedoorknobs@comcast.net
Email Addresses:

4narowe@sbcglobal.net

May-June 2011

Vice President: Rhett Butler
Secretary: Rich Kennedy
Treasurer: Allen Joslyn

butler-newyork@msn.com
knobnews(@optonline.net
ajoslyn@comcast.net
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