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During the holiday seas~n our
home was one of seven .in our
community of Birmingham, Michi
gan open for pUblic tourin~.

The one day tour was to beneflt
the special Education Programs
of our local High School . Our
home was on the "victorian
Christmas" theme, and when it
came to the Christmas tree we
decided to hang some of our
prized doorknobs and plates as

ornaments on the tree. You
would never believe the star
tled looks the tree received!
We are not sure if people were
more shocked that someone actu
ally collected doorknobs, or
why we wou ld hang something
like that on a tree. Naturally
we received many lovely com
ments. We thought you would
like to know about one more un
usual way to display a
collection. t



THE OPEN DOOR- -
by fa 1 nerrec

To those who have
not renewed their
A.D.C.A. member ship
for 1992, thi s wi ll
be your last i s s ue .
I f you have been
putting off s e nd i ng
in your 1992 dues, I
hope you will send
them i n very soon.

Art Paho lke has
been a regular f e a 
ture writer for Key
notes, the of ficial
pUblication of the
Associated Lock
smiths of America,
In collaborat ion
wi t h Wi l liam Sher
l ock , he did two ar
ticles t h i s year.

The June 1991 fea
ture was titled "Are
You Sure I t Happened
This Way?" and the
Oc tober 19 91 f e a t ure
was " The Nightmare
of compromised Secu
rity." These are
we ll wr itten art i 
c l e s and sure get
you t h inking.

Ros a r i a Sinis i i s
now the Art Di r ector
on Gu i d i ng Light,
t he CBS Monday
t h r ough Frid ay day
time TV program. She
serves as a consul-

t a nt on the Bi l l
Cosby s how.

Th is i ssue of The
Doorknob Collector
i s the 50th issue
pub l i shed by
A.D.C.A. I t is t he
31 s t i ssue that
Lor ett a and I have
done. We are now
wel l i nt o the sixth
year of serv i ng as
editors . The Door
knob Collector has
become a part of our
l ive s . We always
l ook f or wa r d to the
mail, hoping it wil l
bring news, s t or i e s
and pictures for fu
ture i ssues of The
Doorknob Collector .
You, as a member o f
A.D.C.A. are encour
aged to contribute.
A s t or y , a picture ,
a want ad, cartoons,
or anything you want
to s hare with f e l l ow
members is a l wa ys
welcome. t
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Dick &lillian Balasa

Illinois in 1992
The 1992 ADCA an

nual convention will
be returning to
Illinois fo r the
first time since
1983. The convent ion
wi ll take place Au
gust 1-4, at the
Days Inn, 500 West
River Road, El g i n ,
Il l i no i s .

The convention will
be hosted by Lil l ian
and Dick Balasa. The
Balasas have chosen
a site that is
accessible to O'Hare
Airport and the
expressways.

The proposed act
ivities include sev
eral trips to
Chicago and area
f l e a markets . Addi
t iona l i n f orma t i on
will be published in
The Doorknob Collec
tor as i t become s
available .

U:hr DoorknoLJ '!:ollrr tor
Publis he d six times a ye a r by Antique
Do orknob C ollect ors of Am e rica , Inc .
P.O. Box 126, Eola , IL 60 51 9-0126.
Raymon d and Loret t a Ne m ec , Editors.

Phon~ 1 -70 8 -357 - 2381
Printe d by Sun Printing, Naperville , IL
Annual Membership in USA: $20.00.
Fore ign rates on request.



HOllA D SPEAKS!
~ YOU MEAN YOU COLLECT
• DOORKNOBS? REALLY?

How many times have
you had fr iends, asso
ciates and, yes, even
f ami l y s a y that to
you? I always r e s pond ,
" Yes, I ' m proud to be
a door k nob col l ector."

When you f i r s t be
gan, we r e n ' t you sur
prised t o learn that
others a lso collect
door knobs and that you
we r e not alone i n the
pursuit of your hobby?

We r e n ' t you pleased
to l e a r n , too, that a
book had been pub
l ished and that now
there a re three?

Weren't you equa lly
p leased to know that a
Nat ional organization
existed and that an
nual conventions are

~ regularly held?
Al l the too l s for

learning a re in p lace .
An established associ
ation i n e x i s t e nc e for
ten years, a very wel l
done Newsletter with
59 back i ssues avail
able to the serious
collector. A good s e 
l ect ion of hardware
catalogs in the Emil
Miller Memorial Li
brary with copies
available through the
Archives Directors.
These catalogs have
been donated to the
library by interested
members, and through
the effective leader
s h i p of A.D.C.A., the
basis for continuing
education, are avail
able to all members.

A.D.C.A. didn't j u s t
happen . It wa s caused

by John Holl and

to happe n by Arnie
Fr edrick and the late
Emi l Miller , even
though many persons
ta l ked about i t . They
brought 41 persons to
Waverly , I owa , Mi d 
Ame r i ca , in September
1981 . Amou ng the a s
sembled gr oup , hos t e d
by Ar n i e a nd Te d i
Fredr ick we r e 21 col
l e c t or s .

John Holland
It was thru Arnie' s

leade rship that the
assembled group saw
the need to organize.
They set goals and ob
jectives . The y recog
ni zed the need to
strongly emphas ize Ed
ucation. The long
range goal was to es
tablish a National Mu
seum, to house and se
cure the remnants o f a
lost Art of Doorknobs
and related hardware.

The y also decided on
holding regular annual
conventions, and to
sponsor a regular
Newsletter as a means
of educating and com
municating the resu l ts
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of s t udy a nd res ear c h .
Arnie Fr e dr i c k did the
ba s ic wor k in drafting
the by-laws and
r egulat ions a nd be ing
sure it was a ll d one
i n a l ega l ma nner, s o
A.D.C .A . i s in-
c or por a ted i n t he
state o f Iowa .

The s econd conve n
t i on was he l d i n San
Fr a ncisco a nd hoste d
by Le n a nd Patt i e Blu
min. The By-La ws we r e
a dop t e d a nd A.D.C.A.
became a legal e nt i t y .
Through Le n Bl umi n' s
l e ade r s hip, A.D.C .A.
took a great step, a s
he engineered the e s 
tablishment of the Li
brary and Archives . He
a lso s t a r t e d the first
Auct ion, whi ch became '
a fund raiser, a s well
as an opportunity f or
Conventioneer's to buy
and sell and en joy the
fun of a l i v e l y auc
t ion.

A.D.C.A. began t o
grow i n membership
l a r gely through the
wider distribution of
the three publ i shed
books, the pUblicity
in conjunction with
our annual convention
and through "word o f
mouth."

Our newsletter, "The
Doorknob Collector,"
has had a positive ef
fect on membership de
ve lopment. Members
seem to come out of
the woodwork, but they
do keep corning.

Good leadership dur
ing A. D. C.A. 's forma
tive years were essen



tial to i t s hea lthy
deve lopment.

The "Doorknob Col
lector" was started by
Rich and Faye Kennedy.
The late J i m Kaiser
and Le e Kaiser t ook
over from the
Kennedys' a fter
A.D.C.A. was forma lly
organized in 1981.
The y publ ished four
issues annually .

Upon J im Kaiser's
demi s e, Lor e t t a and
Ray Neme c took the
rein of editing and
pubLi.ahi.nq , The y have
gradual ly inc reased
t he pUb l ication to s ix
i s s ue d a year . The
Doorknob Collector has
be come one of the
fines t Newsletter of
its kind among as
sort ed collectors.

Newsletters
It continues to be

regular, educational,
newsy and interesting.

Len Blumin has fur
nished al l the photog
raphy and many educa
tional articles .

Maude Eastwood has
contr ibuted more to
A.D.C.A. than any mem-

Maude East wood
ber . Her zeal for re
s ea rch and study a re
unpara lle led and she
so wi l l i ng s ha r e s it
wi th the rest of us.
She i s in constant de
mand by membe r s and
non-members a l ike to
a nswer que stions on
any sUbject relating
to Door Hardware. We
don't know what
A.D.C.A. would do
without her, we don' t
want to try.

A.D.C.A. has many
able members who con
tribute to its general
we lfare through work
ing up educational
displays f or conven
tion goers. Our Dealer
members who share
their wares gained
through hard work and
travel. The behind the
scenes work done for

Barbara&Steve Henchhofer

t he auction, the work ~

involved in maintain- .
ing the Archives by
Steve and Barbara
Menchoffer.

Just think 11 con
ventions have been
hosted by ten differ
ent members. Doesn't
it make you want to
vo lunteer to be a

• host , to become more
active, to write an
article for The Door-
knob Collector, to
br ing a specia l dis
play to the convent ion
such as Ed and Fl i cka
Thralls Boards , and
now Alex Kunkel has
entered the competi
t i on for board space.

A.D .C.A. has come a
long way since
September 1981. The
status of the Doorknob
Collector has risen to ~

new levels. They are ..
now recognized as
preservationist in
stead of junk collec
tors.

Where do we go f r om
here? We need to con
tinue to show our
pride in pursuit of
our hobby, by giving
ta lks to other inter
ested groups, to dis
play portions of our
collection in Library,
State, County Fairs,
financial
institutions, museums
and other public
facilities.

We need to search
out closet collectors
and expose them to the
merits and values of
A.D.C.A. We need to
become more convention
minded and to sell t

(continued p.?)
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<!&rnamental besign in antique boorknobs
by Len Blumin

(The following regular feature is a supplement to Len Blumin's
excellent book, VICTORIAN DECORATIVE ART)

OVAL KNOBS
N-149 Through N-154. Oval "fluted" knobs. Simple radiating or
parallel flutes have been an effective and admired design motif
for ages. Here we see fluted variations on oval knobs, although
they were also commonly used on round knobs, where they suggest a
sunburst. Most manufacturers used this pattern, often called it
"colonial." Became popular after 1890.

N-149

N-150

N-151
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N-152

N-153

N-154



N-155
N-156
N-157
N-158
N-159
N-160

OVAL KNOBS

"PAVIA," Italian Renaissance, Corbin, 1905 catalog.
Flowerbuds down the center, or are they fuschias?
Cast iron. Flowerbuds decrease in size in the border.
Louis XVI motif. Several variations, e.q. N-126.
"BLOIS," Francis I school, Corbin, 1905 catalog.
"LOTUS," Art Nouveau, Corbin, 1905 catalog.

N-155

N-156

N-157

N-158

N-159

N-160
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4, 1, 3, 4, 5, 2, 21, 3, 110
The r e is a smal l

church in New Jer
sey. I f you visit,
the congregation i s
friendly and the
services and other
programs l e a ve you
with a warm f eel i ng .

Upon closer i n
s pe c t i on , the chur ch
is i n a growing com
mun i ty but now l i e s
i n the shadow of new
yet larger churches .
Not only i s the
church leadership
always the same but
new members never
s e em to be included.
The word is , "i f you
are not f r om one of
t he three or four
original f ami l i e s ,
you wi ll never re
ally "belpng."

Th i s scenario is
not reflected in
your ADCA. I t would
have been, in some
respects, a natural
thing for t h i s to
happen here. The
origina l founders of
ADCA have been will
ing, for the f ut ur e
of your organiza
tion, to encourage
participation by
newer members.

If we were into
Madison Avenue talk,
the title of this
article would be
called something
like a "grabber" be
cause its purpose is
to grab ones atten
tion so they wil l
read on. In case you
have not yet made
the connection, it
is the membership
number of each pres
ident of the ADCA.
Beginning with your

\Ji n Appl egate
f irs t Pres i d e nt J oh n
Hol l and (#4 ) t o Le n
Blumi n ' s (#3) s econd
t our , the ir numbers
read "Charter Mem
bers".

The s i gn i f i c a nt
point is not Presi
dent Applegat e , but
that his membe r s h i p
number i s 11 0 . His
cont ribut ion to the
club i s something
for reflection in
years t o come, but
pr ide should be
taken now in the
fact that the origi
na l leadership of
your club has prac
t iced what John
Hol land preaches in
his Tenth Anniver
sary speech "en
courage and involve
new members" . I f
anything can, this
will do the most to
ensure the future of
your ADCA. t
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by ~ i n App leg ate

HOLLAND •• ( f r om page 4)
a ttendance .

We may want to con
s ider regiona l conven
tions and informa l
gathe rings of col lec
tors in order to learn
from one another.

We r e a d ily encourage
you to use the ava il
able tools of A.D.C.A.
Try to acquire the 59
back i s s ue s of The
Doorknob Collector and
don't forget t he cata
logues from the
Archives for your own
home study and re
search.

One of the long
range Objectives of
A.D.C.A. is to estab
lish a museum. We
might begin by creat
ing a Central Deposi
tory for acquiring Mu
seum quality gifts as
they become available
as "seed knobs" and
related hardware for a
future Museum.

You bet I'm proud to
be a Doorknob Collec
tor. AREN'T YOU? t



Dealer at the ADCA
by Debbi e Fe l lenz

sorting once things
find their way to
the s hop . Most peo
p le want th ings
h ighly pol ished,
whi le others
(doorknob collec-
tors) don't . Eve r y 
t h i ng in the s hop is
i n a n organi zed
f a s h i on so t hat an
i t em is e a s y to fi nd
when l ook i ng f or i t .

I grew into the
antique business
naturally since my
parents and brother
a l so have shops (my
parents have re
t ired) . I started
out 15 ye a r s ago do
ing brass polishing
a nd selling brass
and copper acces
sories. Now Rick
Kelly (my husband)
and I have a three
story building full
of architectural an
t iques and fur
niture.

The s hop i s on a
street of 50 ant ique
shops in South st.
Lou i s , known as
Cherokee antique
row. Most customers
are local restora
tion i s t s who need
hardware for their
houses. This can
range from a single
doorknob to a whole
house full of hard
ware, lighting, and
p lumbing.

Almost daily, peo
ple come into the
shop and talk about
what they they threw
away and what their
grandmother had . I
knew a n ant ique
(c ont i nued p.9)

for
in

buy
the

that
the
if

rent and s a lary
a s hop wa t c he r
tha t . I alwa ys
s ome t h i ng a t
fle a ma r ke t s so
make s i t wor t h
t ime a nd ef f ort
s a l es a r e n ' t good.

Glass Category Second Pla ce
~inner( see p.6 #49)

I have to keep a
l a r ge va riety of
stock to p lease ev
erybody . Some peopl e
wil l buy on l y f a ncy
brass knobs while
others want black
porcelain. I t would
be nice t o handle
only things that I
like but that
wouldn't be practi 
c le or profitable.
(I'd want to take
everything home!)

Many people come
into the shop and
ask where I get ev
erything . Most of
the stock comes f r om
flea markets, walk
i n ' s , ca l l- in's,
garage sales, and
pickers. Pickers are
people who know what
I'll buy and hunt
f or it .

I spend a l ot o f
time cleaning and
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What is i t l i ke
being a dealer i n
the A.D .C.A.? The
mai n d i f f erenc e be
twee n being a dealer
a nd a col lector i s
prof it. I buy door
knobs to sell a nd
hope f u l l y- wi l l make
s ome money, whi le
col l e c t or s buy a t a
r e a s ona b le pr ice f or
enjoyment. Since I
a l s o col lect c o l 
ored glass knobs I
t ry to buy one to
keep and one to se l l
to pay for the one I
kept.

Many times I get
carried away and
wi l l pay too much
for a knob, conse
quently los ing
money. other times I
pay $5.00 f or one
that I c a n sel l f or
$50.00. Unf or t u 
nately that doesn't
happen very often
though or I cou ld
retire!

I try to at l e a s t
double my money
(some dealers call
it keystoning) on
a nyt h i ng that I buy.
That may seem like a
l ot but I have to
figure my expenses
in that. I have
monthly bills such
as utilities and ad
vertis ing and yea r ly
bills such as insur
ance and licenses.

When doing the
A.D.C.A. convention
I figure expense s
such as gas, f ood
and hotels. We do
two out-of-town fl e a
markets a month s o
figure the booth



Dealer .• (from page 8)
dealer who had a
sign in his shop
that r ead "The only
one interested in
what your gr a nd 
mother had was your
grandfather!"

An antique dealer
never goes on a real
vacation. There's
always a f l e a marke t
to go to or a n an
tique shop to stop
at or a garage sale
that can't be passed
by. The good thing
about that i s that
most trips are tax
deductible.

One man came into
the shop and found
an odd piece of
hardware that he had '
been s e a r c h i ng for. ~

He excla imed, " this
i s n ' t a s hop , it' s a
service to the com
munity!" I t 's a nice
feeling to be able
to he lp s omeone l ike
that.

Having a n a nt i que
shop is dema nding ,
time-consuming, and
confi n ing, but at
the same t i me i t ' s
educat ional, unpre 
d ictable, and fun.
Many people think
th i s is a glamorous
bus iness but s i nc e I
c an never get my

~~L_~ hands comp letely
clean I certainly
wou l dn ' t say that!
You have to love
this business to be
in it and I do! t

Dolores &Debbie Fellenz

DECEASED MEMBERS OF ADCA
NECROLOGY

Emil Miller,
Lionel Moes,
Li z Fowler,
Patrick Cody,
Darrell Razor ,
Charles King,
James Kaiser,
Evelyn Nichols,
Ralph Chelin,
Roy Schorek,
George Clark ,
I r ma I. Dick,
J i mmi e Meadows,
Eugene Mor r is,
Nels Nel s on,
Ma x H. Liesma n ,
Vi nc e nt J . Noe,
Te c l a A. Sn ow,
Adair Stro i ng ,

Omaha, NB
Olympia , Wa
Portland, OR
Holmes, PA
Bellevue, WA
Moline, IL
Minneapo l is,MN
Fl int, MI
Pr inceton, IL
Mol ine, I L
Mi l f ord , CT
Mi nne apolis ,MN
For t Smi th , AR
For e s t Ci t y , IA
Minneapo l i s , MN
Des Mo i ne s , IA
Met amore, IL
Nashville, MI
Ch i c o , CA
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March 2, 1984 - Age 66
Fe br ua r y 4, 1985 - Age 40
March 11, 1985
November 1985
November 1985
November 198 6
Fe br ua r y 11, 1987 - Age 60
Fe br ua r y 23, 1987 - Age 65
Apr i l 10, 198 7 - Age 72
December 23 , 1987 - Ag e 60
Janua r y 18 , 1988 - Age 74
J uly 14 , 19 89 - Ag e 82
Augu s t 4 , 19 89 - Age 58
August 28, 1989 - Age 7 0
September 19 89 - Age 8 0?
May 26, 199 0 - Age 73
Ma y 28, 1990 - Age 73
April 24, 1991 - Age 63
June 18, 1991 - Age 67



The doorknob exchange

FROM THE ARCHIVES
WITH ARCHIVISTS

Steve / Ba r b Menchhofer

Thanks to Sharon a nd
John Decker's l e t t e r ,
we discovered the 34
Questions and Answer
booklet was incom
plete. While checking
the booklet, we found
the reason why. The
last sentence on the
Memorandum page states
"All members are asked
to give their re
sponses (opinions) to
questions 30 thru 34 ."
These pages list the
answers to questions
30 thru 34 from club
members who attended
the convention that
year . After talking
with John Holland, he
was able to furnish
the miss ing pages . If
you have a copy of
this booklet and would
like to have the miss
ing pages, please
write or call us and
we will send you a
copy of them. t

The theme for the 1992
convention wil l be on,
Chicago Hardware Mfg.,
Co. and United States
Steel Lock Co.

Members a re reminded
that your dues entitle
you to a dvertise items
f or sale , t rade or
wanted a t no charge.

FOR SALE. Grand Lodg e
Knights of pythias
I nd i a na doorknobs &
esc ut c he on p lates.
(See The Doorknob Col
lectors # 22 , page 4 ,
0-2 03.) Smal l knob
with escutcheon $22 .
La r ge knob with l arge
e s c ut c he on $32 . Steve
Menchhofer (#60), 5538
West 25th st.,
Spe e dwa y , IN 46224.
Ph : 317-2 91-6043 .

FOR SALE. " 10 Sets"
Russwin Lock Set (see
picture) $30 per set.
Bil l Hart (#108), 1937
Mosrer Dr., Henderson,
NV 89015. PH: 702- 565
4752.

FOR SALE. If you are
passing through San
Diego, make sure to
stop at Liz 's Antique
Hardware (#111), 3821
Park Blvd., San Diego,
Ca 92103. An extensive
inventory of over
300,000 pieces of
door, window and
l ighting hardware and
furniture dating from
1950 on back.

FOR SALE. Back issues
of THE DOORKNOB COL
LECTOR. $2 each . Send
for list of available
issues. The Doorknob
Collector, P.O. Box
126, Eola , I L 60519
0126.
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ROSTER UPDATE No . 4

The f o llowing a re ad
ditions to the 1991
ADCA roster which was
enclosed with the
May-June 1991 i s s ue
of The Door knob
Collector.

#266
H. Webe r Wilson
24 Franklin st.
Newport , R.I. 02840

#267
S. Douglas Staszek
245 Lake st.
Barrington, IL 60010

#268
Joe Goodson
101 Yankee Court
Rockwall, TX 75087

#269
richard Wise
814 Bangs st.
Aurora, IL 60505

#270
Richard D. Haus ma n
Belding Heminway
1430 Broadway
NewYork City,NY 10018

Address Changes:
#51
Arthur R. Paholke
116 Hacienda Road
Hot Springs, AR 71909
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