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Rare page found by Richard Hubbard
by Len Blumin

ost col l ectors
k now that the
field of or­
nate hardware

had its birth with the
patented designs and
methods of the Metal­
lic Compression Cast­
ing Company in 1870,
all of which were ac­
quired by Russell &
Erwin Manufacturing
Company in that same
year. (See TDC #30,
article by Maud East­
wood). Many of these
designs were featured
as woodcuts in the
1875 Russell & Erwin
catalog, but documen­
tation of the first
pUblic offering of
such goods has been
lacking until now.

In a booklet titled
Russwin, The First 125

Year s , their historian
gives us a clue with
the following:

"In (the) 1871
(catalog) an in­
sert page.. enti­
tled •Real Com­
pression Bronze
Door Trimmings'
pictured an as­
sortment of ex­
tremely ornate
knobs and es­
cutcheon plates."
Member Richard C.

Hubbard was able to
acquire a sample of
that very same 1871
catalog, into which
some family has care­
fully pasted a variety
of paper ephemera from
the 1890's, ef­
fectively obscuring
almost every page in
the catalog! But in

the front of the book
was the page you see
copied today, perhaps
spared the fate of the
other pages because of
the undeniable beauty
of the hardware. The
photo, sepia-toned and
faded, is reproduced
for us all to enjoy. A
great "Thank you!" to
Rich Hubbard.

Careful examination
of the photo suggests
that the bottom two
rows are all bell­
pulls, and in fact it
is probable that some
of these designs were
made only as bellpulls
(such as #18 and #23),
and may never be found
as true doorknobs .•

See Door Trimmings, pages 4 &5
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THE OPEN DOOR_. e_
by ra nernec

The Lock Museum
has announced a date
for their 19th An­
nual Lock Collectors
Conference. It will
be held at the Ter­
ryville, Connecti­
cut, High School on
Saturday, October
12, 1991 .. Further
details will be in
the Lock Museum's
August newsletter or
you may write to the
Lock Museum (P.O.
Box 104, Terryville,
CT 06786). Collec­
tors of all types of
locks, doorknobs,
keys, antique locks,
restraints, etc.,
are welcome. There
will be exhibits
along with selling
and trading. write
to Tom Hennessy if
you are interested
in attending.

If your TV viewing
habits are similar
to ours, the name
Rosaria Sinisi
flashes on you tele­
vision screen at
least once a week.
Yes, Rosaria, who
attended the 1990
convention and plans
to be at the 1991
convention in Lake
Tahoe is the Art Di­
rector of the Bill

Cosby show and was
Associate Production
Designer for the
Tony Awards program
seen on television
recently.

If you happen to
be behind a van that
has a spare tire
cover depicting knob
A-104 (the flying
bird), you are driv­
ing behind Arnie
Fredr ick. We expect
to get a close look
at it when we attend
the convention.

Speaking of con­
vention, August 11th
isn't that far away.
Hope you have made
plans to attend it.
We think a great
time will be had by
all. It doesn't seem
that ten years have
passed since we went
to Waverly, Iowa,
and helped form
ADCA .•

Our regular feature, "Ornamental
design in antique doorknobs," by Len
Blumin, will be resumed in the ne xt
issue of "The Doorknob Collector."
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Historic Hayes Block

I The prize

by Ray Zye

It is funny how
sometimes when you
have been trying so
hard with little suc­
cess and have given
up, the prize you
s ought falls right
i nt o your lap. I tried
every way I know to
obtain a knob from the
Historic Hayes Block
Bui l d i ng in, Janes­
ville, Wisconsin since
the early 80's.

Recently while
browing a local
establishment called
"Castaways," (a shop
where folks bring
items to be sold to

It benefit the local hos­
pital), I entered into
a conversation with an
elderly lady. somehow
we got on to the sub­
ject of antique hard­
ware whereupon I re­
vealed my hobby of
doorknob collecting
and how I had tried to
acquire a knob from
the Hayes Block Build­
ing. To my surprise,
she said, »on: I have
a pair that was given
to me and I have no
particular use for
them. So you may as
well have them."

I made an offer
which she didn't
refuse. I was so happy
to make the find. Just
one of the knobs has
the "H.B." insignia.

a The other is plain but
., both have the Bower­

Barff finish .•

The Hayes Block
Building is the oldest
commercial structure
in Janesville, Wiscon­
sin. The building is
located on the site
where Henry Janes op­
erated a post office
and tavern beginning
in 1835 in the city
bearing his name.

Thomas Lappin opened
a business there in
1839. It was not until
1855 that he con­
structed the building
which still stands at
the corner of Main and
Milwaukee Streets. It
housed most of
Janesville's doctors,
lawyers and business
people.

The four story
building was purchased
by contractors Dennis
and Michael Hayes in
1899. They hired
Chicago architect
Arthur Peabody to help
transform it to
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Janesville's first
"modern" office build­
ing.

It was renamed the
"Hayes Block. " Each
floor had about 25 of­
fices, and doorknobs
were embossed with the
initials "HB."

As the years passed,
the popularity of the
Hayes Block building
waned. There were va­
cant offices, the fa­
cade deteriorated and
by 1978 the last ten­
ants left.

The building was
named to the National
Register of Historic
places in 1976. In
1983 the building was
rehabilitated with
seven stores on the
first floor and of­
fices on the remaining
three floors. The
hardware with an in­
tertwined "HB" was re­
furbished and used
again .•



REAL COMPRESSION B R ON Z

[-{ • ( 1 .\......1
~ ( " ) .

W arc the oncers an

...
",.I ', it \

1,(\ -' "'- ......
'-'

/

~
"

nly l.anufacturers f this Line of Gco:ls.
I:, t hc ] ',\' , n l l ',j 1'1""l"l>~ . :,';";.-/: ,, ', I':." ,'1,1"" : ,,.11', we , " '111] -i n .: " " l t~ ' , l i " I I , , 'j,- I:" , ' ,, (

1It1 , I, ,n, 1 .hu.rl .ilit v ;I~ wr-ll ; l~ .m \1\ ,1, I Ill' til' i:' n,; ih.u ; I I~' lin J1"""~" 'l.

1'1 . , h.ivc )'l" 'll I II ,·"n,.l.I n l II,., ' (II I" ovcr 1\\11 Y ~',l r. · w ii h t' nli " IIi (,Idi" ll , 111,1 1"11-

I":" ",! \ , " 11' . 01,''; ,,:1 i h.u \ \l ' .-1,11 111 f~ l\ ' Ih'\ I1.

I I, t l ' 1\'" 1111 1>-1 1,11",1 t ·.l· 11,,:-.. \,,'" \ ilh I', ices, \\ ill hI' fll ' lIi~h " 1'1' 111 ·q'l' \. ," II ,
, \-I .1i" ' ,

I: t ':--~ (':1.1, ,\' I·:1: \\ l. ~ 11 '1 ;, ( ' 1 I .

-4-



REAL COMPRESSION BRONZE DOOR TRIMMINGS

ROW ONE

1. Threefold. Design Patent #4133 size 2-1/4+" VDA G-125
2. sixfold. Design Patent #4144 size 2-1/2- 11 VDA J-101
3. Lion. Design Patent #4097 size 3" VDA A-102
4. "Cupid and Dog" 3-1/4" NO.27 in R&E 1875 Catalog, $15/pr. Knob

not shown in catalog pages. Very rare. Sample can be seen at the
Lock Museum of America, in Terryville, CT.

5. Dog. Design Patent #4098 size 2-1/2" VDA A-101
6. Threefold. Design Patent #4137 size 2-1/2" VDA G-126
7. Same as #2 above. VDA J-101

ROW TWO

8. Stag. Same perimeter as Madellion knobs. 2-1/2". No examples
known.

9. Knight ("Plumed Helmet") Des. Patent #4100 size 2-1/2" VDA A-302
10. Knight. See #9. size 2-1/4"
11. Hexagon. Design Patent #4135 size 2-1/2" VDA C-101
12. Fourfold. Design Patent #4134 size 2-1/2" VDA H-116
13. Hexagon. Design Patent #4107 size 2-1/2"
14. Lady ("Lady with Bonnet"). Design Patent #4099 size 2-1/4"
15. Lady. See #14 Rare. size 2-1/2"
16. "Charter Oak". Note Medallion perimeter. Size 2-1/2". Rare.

ROW THREE

17. Fourfold. Bellpull, Size 2". New design.
18. Hexagon. Design Patent #4115 size 2"X2-1/4". Shown in 1875

catalog, #31, as bellpull.
19. Sixfold. Bellpull, Size 2". New design.
20. Hexagon. See #18.
21. Fourfold. See #17.
22. Knight. See #9. Available as bellpull in 1875 catalog.
23. Fivefold. Size 2". Available as bellpull #22 in 1875 catalog.
24. Dog bellpull. Size 2". Rare. See #5.

ROW FOUR

25. Dog bellpull. Size 2". Available in 1875 catalog as bellpull #29.
26. Hexagon. See #18.
27. sixfold. See #17.
28. ? Bellcrank. Size 2-3/4".
29. sixfold. See #19.
30. Knight. Size 2-1/4". See #9.
31. Dog. Size 2". See #5.
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Searching for patents
by Maude Eastwood

II had also learned
that other original
source material lay
in the pubLic domain
at state and local
levels, such as tax
and census records,
directories, and man­
ufacturers listing
and records. Regional
histories and Histor­
ical Society holding
continued on page 7

PATENT #64,296. DOOR HANDLE. George
Cawthorn, Redwood City, CaLif., assignor
to Axford &DeShieLds, San Jose, CaLif.,
a Copartnership comprising H.~. Axford
and A. DeShieLds. FiLed May 31, 1923.
SeriaL No.6.354. Term of patent 3-1/2
years.

The ornamentaL design for
a door handLe as shown.

However, I was a
confirmed Patent
Gazette 'browser'
long before the above
incident. I had
learned years ago
that the U. S. Patent
Office, the same gov­
ernment bureau that
issued 19th Century
patents for door
hardware, stand ready
to feed name, dates,
and processes to 20th ~~~~~~ -,
Century collectors
and that if you did
not already have
clues to follow,
Patent Gazettes could
supply.

Hardware research­
ing compares to
fishing: you will
never know what lies
beneath the surface
unless you break
water. NO SEARCH, NO
FIND.

Take the case of
the daffodil - shaped
door handle. I was
riffling the pages of
the Patent Gazette to
see what would come
up (leads are always
coming up) and here
was a daffodil in the
shape of a door han­
d Le . A "keeper. "
Matching the patent
number of the illus­
tration with the num­
ber on the specifica­
tion, I found that G.
Cawthron of Redwood
city, California, (a
Westerner) had de­
signed the piece for
AXford & DeShields in
1924. Here was a
transition piece, Art
Nouveau to Art Deco.

My interest was
piqued. Who were Ax­
ford and DeShields?
This information
could be a matter of
pUblic record. I con­
tacted the State Li­
brary in Sacramento
to run a check on
Cawthron and the com­
pany. Their files and
special sources found
nothing on the inven­
tor, but a wealth of
material on Axford &
De Shields in the San
Jose city Directories
for the years 1920­
1954. More than one
file would benefit
from this find.
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INFORMATION FROM SAN JOSE CITY DIRECTORIES
1920-1954

fore, searching
Gazettes in a local
or regional library
is an attractive al­
ternative. If ade­
quate for your pur­
poses, these short
forms save space and
often obviate the
need to order full
copies.

A call to your lo­
cal 1 ibrary should
establish the loca­
tion of the nearest
facility that can
help you with your
patent searching
questions and needs.
Such a facility may
also list other
helpful Government
Bulletins in their
files. Some cover
patents issued before
the numbering system
and before the pub­
lishing of Gazettes.
Inquire about their
Reference Section. Do
they list
directories, census
records, trade maga­
zines or hardware
catalogs?

searching
continued from page 6

were invaluable re­
search a ids and more
so when located in
areas of early hard­
ware manufacturing.

Patent copies, how­
ever, are perhaps the
single most important
research document in
doorknob collector's
files. To have patent
copies for your knob
is the equivalent of
having papers on reg­
istered stock. At
least try to associ­
ate your specimen
with a patented pro­
cess, if not by spe­
cific application.

Are you yet famil­
iar with the pro­
cesses of ordering
full patent copies
from the U. S. Patent
Office or abbreviated
copies bound in
Gazette form from
certain libraries? If
not, because of inex­
perience, wait no
longer. Spend a few
minutes with a Docu­
ment section librar­
ian in a Main or Re­
gional Library for an
introduction to
Patent Gazettes or
send a request to the
Patent Department in
Washington, D.C. for
the manual,
"Obtaining Informa­
tion from Patents,
Box 9, washington,
D.C. 2023l.

The cost of order­
ing full patent
copies has risen to
$1.50 per patent with
an increasingly less
personalized service.
Expect delivery to
take from ten day to
four weeks. There-

1920
1921
1922
1923

1924-25
1926-27

1928-29
1930-45
1946
1947-51

1952-53
1954

Interaction with
these bodies can be
more or less produc­
tive, contingent on
varying policies,
personnel, retrieval
system and luck. Be
patient and firm. In­
stitutes specifically
oriented to architec­
ture and related
trades can be most
helpful though they
may require research
to be conducted on
the premises by qual­
ified persons. Inter­
library loans are
sometimes granted.

For those who have
never opened a
Gazette, Gazettes are
bound volumes of
patent specification
and illustrations,
abbreviated and en­
tered weekly in order
of issuance. Some
years required but
one volume. Others
years, multiple vol­
umes, depending on
the number of patents
granted. Do not ex­
pect to find all
Gazettes uniformly
continued on page 8

no mention of Axford
book mi ss ing
Axford, Harry W. works for G.C. Foundry
lists Axford and DeShields Brass Foundry (HW Axford and
Albert DeShields) Successors of Garden City Brass Foundry,
61 S. 4th.
AXford and DeShields Brass Foundry
Becomes AXford Art Bronze Co., University corner of
Chestnut
Axford Art Bronze Co., 550 University
Axford Art Bronze Co., 610 University
no directory
AXford Art Bronze Mfg. Corp., RM Sherman president, FE
Finley treasurer, HW AXFORD NO LONGER MENTIONED.
same company name, FE Finley president
same company name, Robert D. Regan president.

END OF SEARCH
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Searching
continued from page 7

formatted. Specifica­
tions were sometimes
housed in the same
vo lume as illustra­
tions, sometimes sep­
arately. Helpfully,
each weekly section
included, besides and
alphabetized listing
of patentees and in­
ventions, sections
for design patents,
re-issues, copyrights
and litigations,
etc ..

For you who rea lly
get caught up in
patent sear ching, a
manual for or de r i ng
patent number lis ts
by Cla s s and Sub­
Class, by the yard,
is available. For
you who will be sat­
isfied to order or
look up a nominal
number of patents,
arm yourself with a
patent number that
may have been found
on the reverse of a
knob, or on the
shank. Were-ever. Ad­
dress an envelope to
u. S. Patent Office,
Box 9, Washington,
D.C., 20231. Enclose
the patent No. or the
Inventor's full name
and the approximate
date. Payment will be
$1.50 per patent. A
postal money order
will expedite the
process, eliminating
the time required for
a check to clear.

If you prefer to
make your own copy
from a Gazette, match
your clues to corre­
sponding information
in the Gazette, as:
Patent number. Search
for a Gazette whose

inclusive numbers
contain the number in
question, then numer­
ically track the num­
ber. If you also know
the date, the problem
has already been
solved. Any combina­
tion of clues that
includes a date or
patent number simpli­
fies the search.

When only the in-
ventor and or the

D Pa t. No . 4 113
J. R uff, designer

MCCC/ R&E June 7, 1870

DPa t. No . 41 15
J. Ruff , designer

MCCC/R&EJ un e 7 . 18 70

D. Pat. No . 4 117
J. Ru ff , designer

MCCC/R&E J un e 7, 1870
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D.Pa t. No . 41 07
Chas . Kun ze, designer

MCC/ R& E J une 7, 1870

company name is known
and approximate da t e ,
a systematic s e a r c h
must be made to lo­
cate t hos e name s in
t he a l pha betize d
lists f or t he weeks
around t he appr ox i­
mate date, un l e s s
that particular
Gazette had a three
month or yearly in­
dex. Compare the in­
vention for verifica­
tion, in the chance ~
the inventor obtained
more than one patent
in that time frame.
Copy the patent for
your files. Now for
your exercise and an
invitation to ask
unanswered question
that might arise, and
you are on your own.

EXERCISE: Locate and
copy B. Porter's
patent for a
"Doorfastener and
Pocket knife,
combined. Patent No.
70,609, dated 11-5­
1867 .•

A DCA NEEDS YOUR
ACTIVE PARTICIPATION
TO INSURE ITS FUTURE.



OObitu ary

Convention schedu Ie
SlI>day Augus t

"
~ondoy Augus t 12 Tuesday Augus t 13 ~ednesdoy Augus t ' 4

8 a .m. Buying, set t i ng and Fin i s h d;ament l ;ng
t r ad i ng. di s p l ays and pa ck

lJO.

9 a .m, Set "4> di s p l evs , Gene r al meet j og for
t rad ing, buy i"ll and I II merrber s.
se l I i nc:.

10 ev m. ve t ceee addre ss 10:00 is dead l t oe
f rom Pres i dent . for vet i ng on

d;:s.pJ evs ,
11 8. m. Tr ad ing, buying eed Born ; nos Tahoe

se ll l ng . Regis t er Par&di Sf: to S~

i t efT'lS for 8UCt ion . Marge l
, co l lect i on

and cr eet i vi ty.
12 Hoon lLf)(:h on your own . llllCh on your own., p.m. Buying , se l li ng and Awards wi I I be I t e l i an s t y l e

Tr adi ng . placed on vireer-s' l LrlCh~ at
d i s nl av . Born ;nos.

2 p .m. Di s p l ays open t o
the PLbli c.

J p .m,

4 p.m. Hospitality room Convention hall Start to d i smant le
wil l be open t o wH l be closed at 5 d i sp l ays .
hand ou t p .m.
i nformat i on
conc erning t he
convent i on and
Tahoe.

5 p. m. Meet in l obby f or
t r -anspcr t at i on to
Har vey' s Cas ino.
Cas i no wi II furn ish
t ranspor t at i on.

6 p . m. Outside Ba r -B-Q

7 p. lII. Buff et dinner at AOCA Amua l Auct i on
Her-vev t s ce s t ro

8 o. m. Educat i ona l Prnaram
9 n .m.

C-10l

#261
Julie stocker
Old House Journal
435 Ninth Street
Brooklyn, NY 11215

#260
Steve Arnold
7901 Michigan
st. Louis, MO 63111

#258
Ruth Lee
18317 Green willow Dr.
Baton Rouge, LA 70817

#259
Mr&Mrs victor Millonzi
54-C Kirby Close
Yorktown Heights, NY
10598

ROSTER UPDATE No. 2

#170
Judith Stogner
Warren Pritchard
795 Clemont Drive NE
Atlanta, GA 30306
PH: 404-874-1821

The following are
additions to the 1991
ADCA roster which was
enclosed with the last
issue of The Doorknob
Collector:

TECLA A. SNOW

Tecla A. Snow, an
ADCA member who at­
tended the last three
conventions, died
April 24, 1991, in
Nashville, Michigan,
after a long illness
with leukemia. She was
63.

Mrs. Snow was born
May 25, 1927, at
Naples, Italy. She met
her husband, Homer,
during World War II
while he served with
the U. S. Army Air
Force there. She came
to the United States
in 1947 and they were
married in Battle
Creek, Michigan on
April 6, 1947.

The past 17 years
she co-owned the Snow
Locksmith in Nashville
with her husband.
Their interest in
hardware had led them
to join and become ac­
tive members of the
Antique Doorknob Col­
lectors of America.

In addition to her
husband, Mrs. Snow is
survived by three
sons, a daughter and
five grandchildren.
One daughter preceded
her in death .•

-9-



The doorknob exchange

FROM THE ARCHI VES
WITH ARCHIVISTS

Steve/Barb Menchhofer

ARE YOU READY?
The 1991 ADCA Con­

vention is fast ap­
proaching. You've got­
ten your display to­
gether and your door­
knob traders r e a dy and
you 're all s et to
go ... but wait ! Do you
k now what c a t a l ogs you
have a nd what catalogs
you need to order?
Wouldn't it be a good
idea to check out your
library of doorknob
information and bring
a list of your cata­
logs to compare with
the order blank of­
fered at the conven­
tion? Maybe you'll
want to browse through
the copies we bring
and place an order.
This is an ideal time
to preview some of the
catalogs before order­
ing.

If you have a cata­
log that the Archives
has not yet copied and
would be willing to
share it, this would
be an excellent time
to make arrangements
with us about copying
it.

See you in Tahoe!

Members are reminded
that your dues entitle
you to advertise items
for sale, trade or
wanted at no charge.

FOR SALE. A photo­
static copy of SAR­
GENT's BOOK OF DE­
SIGNS. A onetime o f ­
fer, onl y $5 whi c h i n ­
cludes posta ge. Mau­
ric e Onraet, (#132),
P . O. Box 605, Newtown,
PA 1894 0

FOR SALE. I f you are
passing thru San
Diego, stop in and see
Liz's Antique Hard­
ware, at the Unicorn
Antique Mall, 704 J
Street in downtown San
Diego. Inquires by
mail: Liz Gordon
(#111), P.O. Box
16371, San Diego, CA
92116.
PH: 619-284-1075

FOR SALE. Books by
Maud Eastwood. The An­
tique Doorknob $10.00.
Antique Builders Hard­
ware, soft cover
$18.50; ring binder
with hard cover
$20.50. Supplement
Number One to the An­
tique Builders Hard­
ware $5.25. All prices
include postage, ADCA,
P.O. Box 126, Eola, IL
60519-0126.
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A-302
FOR SALE. Doorknobs
and related hardware
in good quality and
quantity as wel l as
almost any type of
door to place it on.
Also parts of house of
almost any vintage.
Da vid Olafsen, 20048
Fr e e Church Road,
Ca ledonia, IL 61011.
PH: 815- 389- 2728 .

FOR SALE. ADCA c l ub
doorknobs (0-1 50 ) .
Wa lnut body, br a s s
sterns, des ign i n c l ub
logo. La s e r engrave d .
$27 e a c h includes
shipping . ADCA, Dept.
D, c/o Bill Byington,
415 Magowan Ave., Iowa
City, IA 52246.
PH:319-338-0982.

WANTED. I am looking
for a smoot t , c l ear,
leaded glas s j oor knob .
It is the s hape of a
sphere (see p8, March­
April 1991 issued of
TDe). Inside the ball
is a helix of bubbles.
It is called Pairpoint
glass or "controlled
bubbles." Mike Chace,
(#234), R.D. No.2,
Bayberry Lane, Mt.
Kisco, NY 10549.
Ph:914-234-3984.
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