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New England, here we come!
For the f i r s t time in the

his t ory of the Ant i que
Doorknob Col l ect or s of
Amer i ca, t he Annual
Convention wi l l be held on
t he East Coas t .•. at the
Ramada I nn i n the War ehouse
Poi nt Secti on of East
Windsor, Connect i cut. ~Eny

of the knobs in members I

cOllection will be "coming
home" to thei r bir t hpl ace.

Dates f or t he conventi on
are Fr i day, Saturday and
Slmday, Augus t 3 , 4 and 5,

• 1990 . If hi s t ory is any
, indi cat i on, many of t he

members wi 11 be on hand by
Wednesday givi ng t hemsel ves
a chance to soc i a l i ze ,
vi s it antique shops and do
a bi t of s i ght see i ng .

The Connect i cut Tr ol l ey
Mus eum and Fire Mus eum are
about a mi l e f r om t he
Ramada Inn. Hart f ord ,
Connecticut, and
Springfiel d, ~Essachusetts ,

wi t h mUlt i pl e at t r actions ,
are each about 20 minutes
away.

Set up for t he convent i on
wi ll begi n at 9 : 00 a.m. on
Fr i day, and the usual
buyi ng, selling and t r ading
among members wi l l go on
t hrough t he day .

On Sat urday t he di splay
room will be open to the
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publ ic from 2:00 to 4: 00
p .m. . After Saturday I s
banquet the us ual auct i on
will foll eM.

Wi n Appl egat e has agreed
to cha i r t he t raditi onal
doorknob di spl ay cont es t
and members are remi nded
t hat t hi s year ' s t heme i s
CORBI N MANUF.ACItJRI:ID
COMPANY.

Sunday will be a fUl l
day. I n the mor ni ng members
are invi t ed t o come to the
Thr al ls ' l~me and vi ew
t heir collect i on and
explor e 'Tl~ Bui l di ng '
(which Ed bui l t out of
materia+s f r om many
historical bui l di ngs i n the
Hartfor d area ) . Also on
Sunday enj oy an ear l y l unch
at the Thral l s and t hen
l eave for Ter ryvi l l e where
Tom Hennessey wil l hos t a
tour of t he Lock Museum.

The annual meeting wil l
be hel d on Friday night
aft er t he banquet. Thi s i s
a depar t ure from pr ev i ous
years ",hen it was hel d on
Sunday morni ng .

This year ' s convent i on
committee ,.,i ll be looking
f orward t o welcomi ng you to
Connecticut and "'ill do
their bes t to ens ure a
memorabl e convention . -
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THE OPEN DOOR_. -
by fa nemec

The 1990 ADCA annual
conven t i on wi Ll. be held
earlier this year t han any
pr evious ADCA convention.
The Augus t 2nd t hrough 5th
meeting will be one month
earl i er than t he 1983
convent i on whi .ch was held
at Napervil l e, I l linois,
Sept ember 8 through 11.

The Harch 1990 edition of
the Lock Museum's
newsletter informs it's
r eaders of our upcomi ng
convent i on . The news l et t er
l i s ts t hree additions to
t he Lock Mus eum of America
Hall of Fame wi t h sketches
of their careers. The Lock
Museum has t hr ee books
available for sale. They
are "Padl ock Col lector 5t h
Edition , " "Early Locks and
Lockmakers of Amer i ca" and
"The Lure of the Lock . " For
more information on the
books and the Nuseum you
can wr i t.e to Lock Museum of
Amer i ca , P.O. Box 104 ,
Terryvi lle, CT 06786.

Arni e Fredri ck informs us
that t he club doorknob will
be complet ed and ava i l abl e
by convent i on t i me. The
doorknobs will be on sale
at the convent i on .

Lor etta and I had the
opportunity to attend a

weddinq at Dubuque, Towa,
recently. We made sure our
schedule would allow time
to have lunch at the Ryan
House. In addition to
en joying our lunch, we saw
s i x Doggie doorknobs. In
f act to enter and leave the
Ryan House you must use at
least tl1ree of t he knobs .
It is qu i t e a thIill t o see
Doggi e doorknobs still in
use. (Watch f or future
issue on s t or y of the Ryan
house. )

A new book 1 s out on
powder jars and thi ngs like
that, but it has two pages
doorknob collectors may be
interested in. The book ,
From Bedroom & Bat hroom
Glassware of t he Depr es s ion
Years , by Har gar et and Kenn
\Vhi t myer , has one page on
glass doorknobs and one
page on cabinet knobs and
dra"lver pUlls. There ar e ten
glass door knobs featured in
color. Prices are given.
The cabi net knobs and
drawer pulls page has a
total of 59 items with
prices. The book sells for
$19.95.

We have heard from
several members who are
planning to attend their
first convention this year.
We hope the August date and
on the East Coast will
attract many of our
members.

We hope to see a lot of
' f irst timers' at t he
August convention. It is a
lot of fun, seeing, buying,
trading and showi ng
door knobs . In addition,
t her e are al\vays a lot of
friendly people on hand to
make talking about
doorknobs enjoyable. See
you in August . •
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WRIGfIT• •• f ran page 3
of t'lright ' s car eer t o the
end of his lif e. "

In his ar Chi t ect ure , .
Wright des igned buil dings
whose exter i or s and
i nteri or s wor ked t oget her
to cr eate a s ense of uni t y ,
harmony and repose . The
decorat i ve elements of his
houses , i ncl uding
f urniture , art glass ,
t ext i l es and l i ght ing , were
conce i ved as i nt ear al to
the ar ch i t ect ure. :=J

OVer 300 Fr i ght des i gn­
ed - obj ect s - furni t ure ,
wi ndows, books and
t exti les , as "I.,rell as
archives .. are housed i n t he
museum building whi ch is
part of Domino' s cor porate
headquart er s i n Ann Arbor,
Nich i gan; appr oximat el y 100
of these works ar e on
public di spl ay there .

"Our pur pose in pl anni ng
this ex11i bi t i on wit h SITES
i s to ext end to thousands •
of people the l egacy of
America's great est
architect, "says Thomas A.
Monaghan, founder of
Domino ' s Pizza. "I t is my
hope that fut ure
generations of his admirers
will l earn about his
architecture and develop a
deeper appreciation of his
contributions to our
American Heritage . " .

([hr DoorlmolJ '!:ollrrto r
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Door knob Collectors of Am erica, Inc.
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• Frank Lloyd Wright on tour

The exh i bi t ion 'oli n survey Wright ' s
decor a t i ve designs , spamling his
60-year car ee r , whi le expl ori ng t he
complex issue of preservat i on of
Wr i ght' s buildi ngs .

The nat i onal tour of t hi s e~libit ion

is made poss i ble by a generous gr ant
from Domi no' s Pizza , Inc. Or gani zed by
SITES i n cooper at i on wi th Domi no ' s
Center f or Archi t .ec t ur e & Design , Ann
Arbor , Mi ch i gan , the exh i.bi.t.i.on 'ri ll
travel under the auspices of SITES
t hr ough J ul y 1991. The guest curat or
is Davi d A. Hanks , a r ecognized
scholar i n the f i eld of decorative
arts and aut hor of The Decor at ive
Designs of Frank Ll oyd Wr i ght .

"The Domi .nos Pi zza Collection,
which is t he mos t compr ehens i ve of
Wright' s decor at i ve des igns in t he
wor' Ld , i s k own for the high aesthetic
qua l i t y of i t s indiv i dual obj ect s,"
says Hanks. "Thi s em i bi tion br ings
together many of the f i nest of t hese
obj ects r angi ng from the early years•

A comprehens i ve showing of more than
70 pieces of f urni ture, art glass
wi ndows and other decor at i ve elements
designed by Fr ank Lloyd Wr i ght i s t he
f ocus of a Smi t hs oni an Ins t i tut ion
Travel i ng Exhibi tion Service (SITES)
exhi bi tion, titled Fr ank Lloyd Wr i ght :
Preservi ng an Archi t ectural Herit age ,
Decorative Designs from t he Domi no' s
Pi zza Col l ect ion . I t opened April 1st
i n Chicago, at t he Chi cago Hi storical
Soci ety, Cl ark Street at North Avenue
and cont i nues through June 17, 1990 .

The exh ibition wi l l t ravel to four
other l oca tions . It will be at the
Albr ight - Knox Art Galler y i n Buf f alo,
New York, f r om Jul y 14 t o Sept ember 2,
1990 . This wi 11 be followed by a
showi.nq at t he Denver Art Museum,
Denver Colorado, October 13, 1990 to
January 6, 1991, the Pennsylvania
Academy of the Fi ne Arts ,
Phi l ade l phia , Perulsy l vani a , Febr uar y 9
to Apr i l 16, 1991 and the Dallas
Museum of Art , Dallas, Texas, Vtay 19
to Jul y 28 , 1991.

-3- (co n t i n ued on page 2 )



ernamental begign in antique boorknobs
by Len Blumin

'IWOFOLD SYMMETRY

F-240
F-241
F- 242
F-243
F- 244
F-245

Fine cas t i ng .
Unusual architectural feeling.
Pleasant combination of simple elements, courtesy of the Nemecs .
Handsome scallop shel l, from the Stills.
Outstanding pine cone knob, beautiful and rar e .
Fleur - de- lys, doubled.

F- 240

F- 241

F- 242

F-243

F-244

F-245
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H-483
H-484
H- 485
H-486
H-487
H- 488

FOURFOLD SYMMETRY
(cont i nued )

Low relief , circa 1900 .
We i r d fourf old acanthus , but well made, heavily cast .
A door knob f or a Stephen Ki ng story , or a haunted house .
A swi rl of f our leaves .
"Landon," Fr ench Renaiss ance , Reading , 1910 catalog .
Del icat e wrought des i gn .

H-483

H- 484

H-485

H-486

H-487

H- 488
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250 years of antique, metal doorknobs
by Maude Eastwood

/'1c~~~;(he reader's in­
:~I~ [.HHf1 dulgence is begged
~,~.I~'i"·YJ through this at­

tempt chronical so
~~:!5;:-r<ilarge a field in

so small a space. '!he
focus will be on metal
doorknobs used or
manufactured in the
United states but, for a
clearer overview, will
include reference to
certain European counter­
parts.

Antique metal doorknobs
are prevalent in greater
quantity today than
antique knobs of glass,
pottery, or wocxi. '!heir
origins, somewhat 0b­
scured in conf1icti.rg
testim:my am the over­
1appi.rg of eras, occur
through three centuries.

'!he reason for the
greater incidence of
metal knobs is e1erren­
tary. Originally, the
manufacture am general
use of metal knobs pro­
ceeded am exceeded knobs
of other tyPes. stated
simply, the market was
greater i metal knobs
better served the majori­
ty of needs. Moreover,
they possessed rugged
stability with aesthetic
qualities.

Aesthetic qualities had
little to do with prarrot­
i.rg development of early
1800's domestic metal
knobs but had everyt:hirq
to do with the popular,
myriad designs that
blossomed in 1870's,
Peaked in the 1890' s, am
waned In the early
1900's .

N O. 0 7 120 "'N O El

N o , 87 1:19 E:\iC .
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K-307
Historically, metal

door "furniture" ran the
gannlt - evidenced from
the 10th century on - of
door ri.rgs, han:lles,
knockers, bolts, am
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latches . later, nore
sophisticated latches
without am with knob
h.arrlles evolved. In the
15th and 16th centuries
primitive slide bolts on
plates (Europe) appeared
with small, conical knobs
of lathe turned iron ­
possibly the earliest
prototype of the rourrl
doorknob.

Excellent coverage of
early knobbed European
latches and locks may be
fourrl in Henry
D'Allemagne's DeoaIative
Antique Iranwork" (Inver,
1968). Also pictured are
full sized, ornate plates
and doorknobs fram 17th,
and 18th, ard 19th centu­
ry France ard Gennany•
British manufactured
knobs of the 1760-1790
Georgian period were
magnificent. America did
not produce such wel1-or­
dered designs before the
late 1870's.

Erg1an::i was m:>rtisi.rg
locks by 1767 when "Bent,
the locksmith, was intro­
ducin;J a new style of
m:>rtise lock furniture. "
In America , the date was
mich later. After 30
years of attempts, im­
provements, and patented
m:>rtisin;J machines,
m:>rtise locks were defi­
nite1y "in" by the
1850's .

Knobs of the early rim
locks or earlier plate
locks in America were
lorg necked, I'OClStiY
wrought brass, small,
with a foot or flange.



(see Antique Builders
Hardware pages 3 to 14
for early examples of
this type. ) '!be flan:;e
was no longer needed with
the m:>rtise locks,
providing a reliable
dating tool. In the
transition, roses or
plates with thimbles were
machined to receive the
knob shank. Ninety-nine
percent of American knobs
have separate roses arrl
plates. Erv;Jlish knobs,
alm:>st exclusively, have
attached roses.

American Art Hardware
had it's origins in the
mid 1860's, a natural
outgrowth of m:>rtising
the lock out-of-sight.
Nearly all advances
(major) in technique for
effectin:J arrl improving
ornamentation of metal
hardware occurred from
then through the 1880' s.
crude, earlier ornamenta­
tion has, however, been
documented back to the
1840's. In the early
1800' s brass knobs pre­
ceded the use . of plain
silver knobs for fine
use, followed by bronze .

Metal knobs are charac­
terized by type, texture,
size, configuration,

finish, ornamentation arrl
manufacturer. Milestones
in their evolvement
include: Metallic can­
pression castirg CClrrpa­
IT:! ,s (MCCC) conpressdon
bronze, 1860' s , Corbin's
enameling, 1874. Yale s
'1'c7Nne ' s (Y&T) statuary
bronze, 1886.
Electroplating, 1870's.
Sarrl blast, 1874. BcMer­
Barff process for pro­
tecting iron from rust­
in:J, 1887. Alumi.rn.nn as a
new metal for hardware,
1890.

The various schools of
design asscx:::iated with
metal knobs are well
covered in '!he Antique
D:xJrkrx:i:> arrl Antique
B.1i.lders Hardware. Fad­
dist designs also carried
weight at different
Periods: Eastlake, 1876
-1890 . Oriental , 1879.
Art Nouveau, 1880-1910.
Art Nouveau arrl Art Deco
(1915-1925 ) are now
considered by SOIIe as
schools in their own
right.

Knowledgeable collec­
tors have l i ttle doubt
which metal knobs are
m:>st collectabl e - novic­
es may consult the .An­
tique B.1i.lders Hardware• •

N O . 871 0i1

CORB IN
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(s ee K-307)

Doggie Doorknob Co ffee
Mugs c an st ill be ordered
from Bill Byington.
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FRCl-I THE ARCHIVES
WITH ARCHIV ISTS

Bar b & Steve Menchhofer

ARE YOU AWARE?

Since P & F Corbin has
been selected as the
company to spotlight at
this year's convention, we
have been scanning our
Cor bi n copied catalogs that
are ava i l abl e through the
Archives .

Are you aware of how
i nter esti ng some of this
mat erial is? For instance,
in the 1905 catalog the
Cor bi n Company l i sts 26
fini shes available for
their wrought bronze and
cas t bronze doorknobs ,
e i ght f i ni shes for thei r
wr ought brass and cast
brass, and 21 finishes for
t hei r wrought steel and
cast iron knobs . That's
some sel ec t i on !

The Corbin, a s eri.es of
monthly bUl l e t i ns publ i shed
by P & F Corbin canpany
(1902-1903) which also is
availabl e through the
Archives, is certainly very
inter esti ng reading ma­
ter ial . These publ i cations
have very descriptive
articles in them about
Corbin hard\vare, tel l ing of
homes and buildi ngs it \~s

used in and showing
pictures of the hardware,
buildings, and homes.

Are you av2re that the
great Normon Temple at Salt
Lake City , Utah is equipped
wi t h Cor bi n hardware?
Accor di ng to t he August,
1903 issue of The Corbin,
the hardware used is an
adaptation of the Corbin
"Chartres" French Re­
na i ssance des i gn , clasped
hands replaci ng the rosette
i n the panel near the
bottom and a beehive being
worked into the pattern
above, where the word
"Push" appears. The
finishes are gold and
n i ckel .

Not stopping there , The
Corbin includes editor i a ls,
poems , sayings, and
articles of advice . All of
these things combine to
make these bullet i ns a must
for collectors! There are
so many interesting facts
t o uncover by us i ng the
Archi ves - - ARE YOU AWARE?

SE:;,' run Hart's For Sale ad

ROSTER UPDATE

Address change:
#126 Richard Nichols
4144 10th Ave.
San Diego, CA 92103
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CLASSIFIED AD SECTI ON

Members are r eminded that
your dues ent i t l e you to
advert i se i t ems for sale ,
trade or want ed at no
char ge .

FOR TRADE. A-101 for C-111;
A-104 f or A-102; A-318 for
A-105 ; B-131 f or A-304;
B-1 29a for H- 407; 0-101 for
B-2 10 ; ~-103 f or F- 218.
Want to trade for t hese
knobs only. Mi ke Mal donado
(#135) Phone : 203- 646- 0003
weekdays ONLY.

FOR SALE. Doorknob of f old
farm house i n Germany . $30
a pa i r . Bi l l Hart (#108) ,
1937 Moser Dr . Hender s on,
NY 89015. Phone : 702­
565-9211 or af t er 5p .m.
702-565- 4752. (See pi c p.8)

FOR SALE. Gree n glass oct­
agcn s haped knob , $50 .
Lor etta Nemec (#8 ) , 1424
Heathert on Dr . , Naperville,
IL 60563. Phone708-3572381 . 4
FOR SALE. Addenda #1 to
Vi ct or i an Decor at ive Art by
Len Blumin . Addi t iona l
inf ormat i on on over 100
doorknobs i n Len 's book . $2
pr epaid. ADCA, P.O. box
126, Eola, IL 60519- 0126.

FOR SALE. Books by fvlaud
Eas bwood , The Ant i que
Doorknob $9 .00 ; Ant i que
Bui l der s Hardware $18. 50
(also ava ilabl e i n r ing
binder wi th hard cover
$20 . 50.) Suppl ement No.1
to ABH $5 . 25. Above pri ces
include postage . ADCA, P.O.
Box 126, Eola, IL
60519-01 26 .

FOR SALE. Cass et t e copy of
rad io pr oglOffi int erviews
Robe r t Twombley about his
book, "Louis SUllivan, His
Life & Hi s Wor k." About 55 ~
minut es . $7.95 postpaid,
payable to ADCA, P.O. Box
126, Eola, IL 60519-0126.
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