
Number 38

Convention Report

November-December 1989

- - See page 2

1

1990 ADCA Convention in Connecticut



en Blurnin's convention report

Len Blumin Win Applegat e Ray Nemec Julie Mann

knob/lock/bel l made by
R & E . The auction was
able to ra ise a lmost
$900 i n dona tions for
ADCA. The continued
success o f t he auction
i s l a r ge l y due to the
e fforts o f Arn i e
Fr eder i c k , who works
t i r el e s s l y fo r many
hours , a nd earns our
h e a r t f e l t thank s . Ma ny
o t he r s he lpe d , i nclud
ing t he Nemecs , Debb~
Fe l l enz, Win App l ega t1P'
and the Le a de rs k i ds .

At the annual mem
be rsh i p meeti ng on
Sunday we a ppr oved the
purcha s e of a c ompute r
and e l ected t he boa r d
of d i r e c t ors . Dea n
Cambell wil l joi n t he
board, r e p l acing our
h a r dwo r k i ng pr e s i dent,
Dor o t hy Ann Mi l ler .
Of fi cers i nc l ud e Le n
Blumi n , Pr e s i dent; Wi n
Appelga t e , Vi c e Pr esi-

(con t i nued on pa e 12)

tCh e Door un0 LJ ~ 0 11 tr tor
Publ ished six tim es a year by Ant ique
Doorknob Collec tors of Am erica , Inc .
r.o, Box 126, Eola , IL 605 19 -0 126 .
Raym ond a nd Loret t a Ne mec, Edit o

Phon~ 1-708 - 35 7 - 2381
Printe d by Sun Prin ting , Nape rv i ll e , IL
Annua l Memb ership in USA: $20 . 00 .
Foreign ra tes on reque st .

obs e r v a t i on s o as to
bet t e r -- a ppr e c i a t e the
workma ns h i p a nd beauty
i n bu i l ders ' ha r dwa r e .

By Sat urda y morn ing
t he pace of buy i ng a nd
t r a d i ng had s l a ckene d
enough f o r us to wan de r
about and apprec i ate
the loving work tha t
many had expended on
their displays. Awards
were given later for
the fine effor t s o f
Marge and Joe Bornino
for the best Non
metallic display, to
Dean and Edith Cambell
for the best Mallory
Wheeler display, and to
Al apd Janet still for
the best metallic,
violin case and all.
Congratulations to all
for their well-earned
prizes! Almost 50 lo
cal citizens visited
during the afternoon.

Di nne r Saturday fea
tured huge slabs of t he
finest midwest roa s t
be e f , a s a pre l ude t o
t he a uc t i on.

And wha t a n a uc t i on !
Bi l l Caus e y a gai n per-r-------------------------~
f o r me d y e oma n duties in
handl i ng a s e emi ng l y
endl ess numb e r o f lots.
For the f i r s t t i me the
doggie knob ( A-IOl) was
offered (and sold).
One o f the highl ights
was a rare Mercanti le ... -I
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Ove r 80 ADCA members
ga t he r ed i n Iowa c i t y
fo r t he n inth a nnua l
c o n v e nti o n , warmly
hos t e d by He l en and
Bi l l By i ng t on.

Our s e nse o f hi s t ory
wa s heig ht e ne d by a
prec onve nt i o n tour of
the Herbert Hoover
Museum in West Br a nch
and the Old Capitol
bu ild i ng in Iowa City.

Thur s da y evening we
gather ed informa lly
after d i nne r , renewi ng
old f r i e nd s h i ps and
forming some new ones,
as we welcomed a number
of first time members.

Regular activity
starte d briskly on Fri
day mor n i ng , with most
of t he c r owd gathered
around the tables of
Fe l l e n z and Mueller ( I
wond e r why!), money i n
hand and pulses racing
wi t h a nt icipation . We
s e t up our disp l a ys a nd
s pe n t t he d a y t r a d i ng
and v i s i t ing . Th e
a f ternoon wa s c a pped
wi t h a s l i d e pr e s e nta
t i o n by yours t rul y a nd
a n i n f or ma t i v e d isc u s 
s i on of Ma l l or y Whee l e r
Co. by Maud Eastwood .

A fine dinner was
followed by an animated
presentat ion by Art
Paholke, who urged us
to hone our powers o f



Maud Eastwood writes about doorknob theft

I woul.d Li.k e to r e s pond
t o t he sympat l ly ~~resscd

by many \"el l - w'i s he r s ,
f ollm-J i ng the l os s of a
l a r ge por ti on of my
r es ea r ch COl l e c t i on . For
ADCA member s \ '1110 do not ye t
know, my c ol l e t.i on was
bur glari zed . The pos s ibJ e
"badclie " I'le a l l have pus hed
t o the back bur ne r be .ame a
r a l ity to me in l at e
Augus t . (See M ITI QUE \\jEEK,
Se p t crrUJer 18 , 1989 )

Because of t.ha t happen i nq
I f ee l a r e sponsi b i l i t y t o
ur ge other collect ors t o
ada pt s t r ong e r pr cvc nt.a t.ive
meas r es ano t o r ev i ew
t.he i r i n. r anee covcraqe ,
Fur t her , become f anl} l i a r
wi t.h Law- en f.o r c .inq agency I s
pol i ci es an d pr ac tic es i nItyour area t o avo i c 11 t.h
hour s ur p i SGs .

Nhy d i d th is bur g l ary
happen ? 'fl1e r e as on s \Je r e
both, avo i dable and
un- avoicl;)bl e . Toda y ' s h i gh
door knob pr i c es , var r ar ted
or not , 11 ve made th ievery
at t r ac t i e to t he
unpr in i p l e c1 . Good
publici ty helped to bu i l d
our club and ~pve us
cred i b i l i t y . Bad r:;ubJ ici ty
( publici t y f or p'..L:,lici t y I S

sake, un r e s t rict ed)
r e l eas e e: i nf or ma t i on be t t e r
Iii tllhelc' , a s : addr c ascs ,
f i gu r es , e t c .

To mi n i mize t hievery,
beef up s ec ur i ty . Nany
effec t ive mechan isms (lre
c ur r en t l y avo i I a b.Ie , not
all are oxpens i ve , Consid L

a hous e s i t t.er f OJ: vacat i on
t i mes . Be warned by an

..unus ua i numbe r of

. non- pr ocl u t i ve or "lea di ng"
phone c el l l s, s ugge s t i ng
your c-omi nq a nd goings a r e

• Le t t er t o t h e
• DOOr};:nOD Theft.

Edi t or n ':

bei ng mon i t or ed . Don 1 t pu t.
a l J your knobs in one
bas kc t - - cons i de r mUl t ip l e
.:.:>torage areas .

In t he event, of t heft ,
r ea liZE": t.he main thru.:.:>t of
12.,,-enf or c ement du t ies i s
c r rent ly focus ed on
drug-rel a ted pr obl ems .
Doortnobs are not nea r t he
t op of the pr iority list
even when t he s t a kes are
1 i gh . Expet pos si b l e
overworked depu t i es , s e t
pr i or i ties , an d huma n e r r c r
to complica te t Ie s e t t l i ng
of you r case and you won' t
be d i sa ppoint~l . Exe rc i s e
pa t i e nce .

I wa s f ortuna t e i n bav i nq
t.he f rie ndshi p of Loya I and
sens i ti ve deal -r s , The i r
offe r s to d i s t r i but e f l yers
ano s pr ea d t he:: wor k
r es ul ted i n Oregon to
I'i;;,sb i ngton , D.C . cover aqe
in l e s Ulan a wce k ,
i nc r easi ng t.he c1la nlJes o f

')
-..r-

recovery . J can ncve r
adequat.e l y r e .ay t he. C (, t.s
of k i ndnes s .

I n r eqa r d t o i ris ur auce
cove r ag e, by a l l n!E2a llS as k
[ or 100"), cover age ci t.her
un de r hur: I (~ ow ne rs or a
s pecial pol i cy , vi t h due
r ega rd t o n ']s t.r i c U on s .
Does your po l i cy cove r
co l l ec t.i ons ? SonI!? cJCJ not.
[Iocs you r poli cy cove r
all t i ques? I r r e p t aceab l.es?
Coorlm ob_' ar-e cons i (1 r ed
repl ac ea bl e . Ny compa ny
cons i der s kn obs us ed f or
sa l e pu poses t o be a
bus i nes s as se t aI d
t he r e fo r e s ub jec t to
l i mi t at i on in r .co ery
tot a 1s . Pa r t of t be
he adache of compte t i nq t 11e
requ i r ed Ins ur a nce [ JIDS

c a n be eJimi na t ec.1 by
~rouping knolJs of a Kind
(a s c. s t Vi c tor i a n bronz )
t ha t ave a c umnon
(continued on page 12)
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~1 29
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<!&rnamental besig in antique boorknobs
by Len Bl umi n

EMBLEMATIC, ETC.

Olympic Club
Origin not known.
Origin not known.
Origin not known.
Origin not known ("LB" could be f or Len Blumin - ED)
"CE" - origin not known.

~125

0- 126

~127

~128

~129

~130
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1939 (llonupntion in artiou

Ed & Flicka Thr all

Loi s Hat ch

Maude Eastwood

Martha & Joe Mueller

Ray & Kae Zyc

Art Paholke

Ray & Loretta Nemec

Paul Carton

Charlie Bednar



Debbie Fellenz & Rick Kelly Emmet & Marj or i e We i mer,
Patty & Leroy Monson

Norman Nichols David Olafsen Gene Moen Bi ll Causey

Judy Ni edent hal , Homer & Tecla Snow
Donna & Florence Chelin
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Delores Fellenz



Et hlade l & Fred Magnus Mr & Mrs Ki p Wendl er

Cha r lie Wardell Lee Ka iser St eve Bl umberg

Barbara & Steve i'1enchhofe r J oe & Julie Ma nn
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•

Orvi l l e & He l en Ryan Florence Jarvis , Dorothy Mi ller & Alice Chadoni ch

Norman Blam,Jim Schmidt , Cheryl Blam
Janice Schmi dt , Jean Brown

Win Applegate

Sha ron & John Decker

Phillip & Lois Warrey

-8 -

•

•



Marge & Joe Bornino

Ted & Virginia Campbell

Allen & Janet Still

Lawrence & Frances Bolen

Mark Davidovich Patty Knox
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Claude Knox



Pat ty & Len Blumin Bill & Helen Byingt on

Don & Dix i e Fri edman Arnie Fredrick Ted Canf ield Carl os Rui z

Wa l t er & Mi l dred Br ight
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Ardythe & Gerald Leader s



0-131
0-132
0-133
0-134
0-135
0-136

EMBLEMATIC, ETC. I

(cont i nued )

"RSB" - origin not known.
"JSL" - origin not known.
"CS" - origin not known.
"15E69" - (Could this be 15 East 69th St r eet ? )
Origin not known.
"PH" - a hotel knob.

0-131

0-132

0-134

0-135

0-133 0-136
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THEFT • • (f r om p3)

uppr a i sul va lue , i n a
" 1ot ", \vi th a totaled
valu - r where one- or-a- k i nd
wi l l l~ i ndiv i dua l l y
hand l.ed ,

Flyers dist r i but ed
fol l owing our theft
esti mated t he foll mrir,g
tot a l s : 200 Victor ian , cast
metal knobs r 60 cas t iron ;
130 gl ass ; 35 wood en r 75
emblema t i and monoSjr arn ;
les ser nl@l~rs of all other
t ypes and r e l ated pieces
su ch as l ocks and plates ,
handLes and f or e i gn pieces
f or a total of over 800 .
(Fl yer s wi Ll, al s o be s ent
t o col l ector s \lho express
an i nt eres t . Cont act Nauele
East .vood t .hrouqh t he
. " x?rsh ip lis t. )

Rewards ar e be i ng off eree.
for th retur n of t he
ha r dware , all or a portion ,
or f or i f ormat i on l eading
to t he r ot.urn , Almost no
dupl i cat i on was involved ,
making the apP 'ar ance of
seve ra l un-aLi lce knobs in a
qrou hi ghl y suspicious .
Of f ers of knobs a t greatly
r educed pr ices could
i ndi cat e t hef t was a
xis a i bi.Li .ty .

Because of the t 1ef t ,
r es .ar ch on gl ass Jc obs ;
e~ rly , l ong ned ed br ass
r i n- Lock knobs; embossed
(a s opposod to cast or
s t mp .) me t a knobs; and
s i ngles or se t s \vi t h
t us ual shank or spi ndl e
treatment s ha s beer:
sever e l y cr i ppl ed . I t is
cr iticLl t ha t thes e be
r'e t.urned .

I t hrus t t hat the purpose
of tb i s ar t i c l es has been
se-rve ' : t o t.hank those who
have teen s ol.i c i t.ous and
helpful and to a l er t ot hers
to cour s es of acti on that
Hi ll di scourage wou l d-be
th i evc s . •

Haud iE:: East wood

MERCANTI LE
knob/lock/bell

CHANGES

# 140 Henry S . Robi nson
19 shackrorc St.
Eas t por t , ~ffi 04631 .

#:1 35 Mi ke Maldonado
Change state to Maine , Zi p
number i s correct .

~3 1 Debbie Fellenz
Phone number changed to
314- 772- 0431.

#78 A.P . Fenderson
221 El Rio
Modes to , Ca 95354.

# 126 Richard Ni cho l s
1318 W. Redwood
San Diego , CA 92103 .

-12-

Blumin •••• (oont i nued p 2 )

dent; a nd Ray Ne mec,
Secretary / Treasurer.
The Menc hho f e rs wi l l ~

assume t he d ut i e s of ~
archivist, a nd Jul i e
Mann will act as secre
tary t o t he board.

About 5 0 beauti f u l
coffee mugs fe a t uring
t he doggi e k nob were
pur chas ed and wi ll be
made available for
other s to buy i n t he
future. Thi s i s only
the f i r st in what we
hope wi l l be a s e ries
of i tems o f f e red . Sug
gest ions s hould b e s e nt
to Bil l By i ng t on.

Pl a ns are be ing ma de
by t he Thr a l ls to hos t
the 1 9 9 0 c onvent i on i n
Conneti c ut, and we hope
to i nclude a v i sit t o
the Lock Museum as pa r t
of the agenda.

In closing, I wou l d
like t o t ha nk He l e n and ~
Bi ll Byington f or a.
treme ndous job, a nd fo r
g r a cious l y o p e n i ng
t he i r horne for a f a r e
we l l get-tog e the r , a nd
Do r o t y Ann Mi l ler for
h e r fi ne leadership
over the past y e a r s . •



T e Cornbelt Doorknob

ROSTER UPDATE

4:=196 Blancke l\J.fons
Ter Li nde Hof 65 Bus 5
8200 - Brugge - Belg i um.

#197 Paul Has~;e

12 lowry St .
Manville, R. I . 028 38 .

# 198 Gary Pozniak
5319 S. 73r d Av .
sunm i t , IL 60501.

#199 Sally EODer
27 OXDOW Lane
Summi t , NJ 0790 1 .

#200 Don J ohns n/
Conn i e swaim
RR #2 Box 380
Knigl lt stmm , I · 46148 .

by Ardythe Leader s

~fuat 's the f i rst th Ing
you as k. f or when you go
into an antique shop? Three
years age we stopped at a
shop and asked if they had
any door lmobs . They hod one
they were using as a paper
we ight . Their s on had gi ven
it to them. They woul.d want.
$37 . 00 for it , if they s old
i t, but they d i dn ' t wa nt to
sell it.

Someone had come i nto the
son 's auto shop and gi ven
it t o him . Suppos edl y it
came f rom a pUbl ic building
in IOwa and th is v2 s the
or.Ly one sav ed .

We excltanged addr es s and
phone number's in ca se they
e er want ed to s e l l it and
I put t he i nf ormat i on
saf l y i n my pur s .

The mor e we thougr~ about
it the more I'Ie want.ed it . I
t.houqht i t woul make a
ni ce Chr i stmas gift for
Gera l d and decided to call

them and see if they had
changed thei r mind about
selling i t and wou.Ldn ' t you
kno\~ I could not find the
inforrnation .

For Christmas I got a new
bi l lfold from Gene and i n
cleaning out the old one I
f ound the phone number and.
add ress of the ant ique
shop .

The fol l mling yea r we
took a trip t o Silver
Dollar Ci t y . C~rald called
upon these people once
again and yes , they still
h Ol e; the doorknob and yes
tl1ey were will ing to sell
it , it still was $37 . 00 ,
(by this time life woul.d have
gladly paid more f or it .)
The highlight of our
vacation was gett ing the
"CORN BELT DOORKNOB."

vie woul.d Like to hear
from anyone who has an y
Lriformat i on on this knob . •
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#105 Cary Pasternak
2515 Morse St.
Hous t.on , TX 770 19 .

#201 Paul . Carton
3016 Geyer Ave .
St . IDuis , MO 3104 .

#202 !-Ielen & Orvol Ryan
P. O. Box 404
St r onghurst , I L 61480 .

#203 Hilliam & Leona Bouska
913 Pine SL
Yankton , SD 57078 .

#205 Donald Ar chbold,
6115 So . Co Lhcun St .
Fort Wayne , IN ~6807 .

#206 Newt on P. h'esl E'~y

1429 Crescent St.
Monroe , NC 7.8110 .



<!&hituaries
EOOENE MORRIS J IMMIE D. MEAOOWS CLASSI FI ED AD SECTION

Member s are r eminded t hat
your dues ent i t l e you to
adver t i se i t ems for sa l e ,
trade or ",ant ed at no
charge .

WANTED. Doorknob v i t h thr ee
r unn i ng deer. If i nt er es t ed
i n s el ling or tradi ng ,
cont act Ed Thra l l (#5 3) ,
145 Chamber lai n Ro d, Broad
Br ook, cr 06016.

WANTED One J - 305 Snowflake
des i gn . Homer Snow (#149)·,
732 E . Sherman St. ,
Nashv i l le , MI 49073- 9558 .
Phone 507- 852-9455 .

WANTED. Complete set s of
Dext er Gl ass Door knobs wi t h
l ong escut cheon pl ates
(s tampi ngs) nd strikes.
'TI1is is a fa irl y recent
set , but looks good. J er ry
Johnson (#161), 830 E.
Southpor t Road ,
Indi anapol i s , IN 46227 .

FOR SALE. Book, Victorian
Decorative Art , by Len
Bll~in . $11 prepaid . ADCA,
P.O. Box 126 , Eol a, IL
60519- 0126 .

WANTED I s s ues numbered 3, ~
4 and 7 of THE DOORKNOB ,.
COLLECTOR. Ed Sobczak
(#154), 4944 So . Honore
s t . , Chi cago , IL 60609 .

CHANGES
Ef f ect i ve November 11t h ,
the area pho e number f or
The Doorknob Collector and
IQr et t a and Ray Nemec is
be i ng changed t o 708 . If
dia l ing l ong distance , t he
number wi ll :)e •
708- 357- 2381. ,.

h i s wife ,
by three

f our

NELS NElSON

Jimmie D. Meadows , a
longt i me ADCA member , di ed
on August 4 , 1989, In Fort
smi th Arkans as , of l ung
cancer. He was 58.

Hr . Meadows 1\'aS bor n on
June 12, 1931, at Tul sa,
Oklahoma. He had been a
bui ldi ng contractor in the
Fort Smith ar ea for many
year s. At one t ime he o,Yned
a Bui l der s' har dwar e store
in Fort Smi t h .
~~adows began collecting

door knobs about 15 years
age . He and his wi f e,
Beverly , at t ended ADCA
convent i ons in 1984, 1985,
1986 and 1988.

In addi tion to
Jim i s s urvi ved
childr en and
grandchi ldr en .

Wor d has been r ece i ved t hat
Nels Ne l s on , a member of
t he Antique Doorknob
Collectors s i nce sept ember
1986 , di ed in Sept ember
1989 at Minneapolis,
Ni nnesota . He was in hi s
80 ' s .

t:: --:xc :Ie :it :J .

$6.00
plus $2.50 shipping

Order Form E nclos ed

Doggie Doorknob Coffee Mug
The "Doggie " doorknob, cast in bronze,
111UI deshned by Ludwill; Kreuzinger,
manufactured by RUIl8ell &: Erwin, and
patented June 7 , 1870. It is a beau
tiful repre8entation of Victorian
decorative hardware and a big favori te
of the Antique Doorknob Colle ct or s of
AlIIerica.

Eugene Morr i s , a d lart er
member of ADCA, di ed on
August 28 , 989, in Forest
City, Towa , as a resul t of
a stroke . He was 70 year
old .

Mor r i s , bor n on Sept ember
27 , 1918, on a fa lLU near
Promi s e Ci t y , Iowa , moved
to For es t City in 1949 . He
had been Hayor of For es t
City s i nce 1976 .

Horris mar r i ed Helen
El oi se HcCart in 1938.
"Gene , " as he was cal l ed by
ever yone, had many hobbi es.
I n addi t i on t o collect i ng
door knobs , he wrot .e poet r y
and ubl i shed some of h i s
of f er i ngs i n t wo book l.e t.s ,
" Random 'TIlou;jhts , " and
"Li f e i s Gr eat SMILE. "
Morris al so was an av id
coi n collector f or many
year s .

I n adcli t i on to hi s ,·ri f e ,
Nor r i s i s survi ved by his
son , three grandchi ldren
and a gr eat Qr anddaugl lter .

NEW

A.D.C.A()

This mug was designed and produced
f or the Antique Doorknob Col l e c tor s
of Alllerica. ADCA vall founded in
'Haverly, 10_ i n 1981.
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