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ADCA It is

"Is The Club Proceeding In
A Way that Meets With Your
Approval? II

According to the AOCA
Byl aws , Art icle III ,
Secti on 1, it i s t he
r esponsibi l ity of the Board
of Directors "to manag e t he
bus i ness and affa i r s of
t lli s Corporation . "

Since we , the Boar d
members , ar e your el ect ed
r epr esentat i ves , we want
our Boar d acti on to trul y

~ r efl ect your wi shes , This
can only ha ppen i f we know
what, your wi shes r ea l ly
ar e . Tel l us: Are we
r epr esent i ng you as you
woul.d l i ke? Do you have any
sugges t i ons of n~T or
diff er ent t Di ngs tllat you
t hink tIle Cl ub should do?
Do you enj oy t he
news l ett er? How do you feel
about. t he arch ives? Would
you be willing to serve on :\L\.LLORY, Wil EELER &: C'0 1[P .\.~Y.

the Board? What i s your

opInIon r egar di ng t he
aucti on? These are only a
f e,., of bhe t hi ngs that we
wou.Id l i ke t o know.

Le t me encourage you to
s i t dOvm and drop me a note
out l i ni ng your t llougllts and
i deas. Send i t before
convent ian t ime so t hat
tllese mat t er s can be
brought up at the 1989
Boar d meet ing . All
communi cations sent to me
wi ll be presented to t he
Board at the meeting .

This i s your Club, so
speak up . Voi ce your
opi nions and suggest i ons .
We sOl i c i t your i nput . Al l
of us "mnt AOCA to continue
t o be a vital growi ng
organization . Don I t "fai t
unt il lat er - - s it down now
and put your t hought s i n
tllat l et t er t o me , and get
i t i n t he mail .

Dorothy Ann Mi l ler ,
Pr esident

Convention Theme
Th i s i s a rem i n der t h at t.he 19 89 c onven tion t h eme a t Lowa City

i s Ma l l o r y , Wh e el er a nd Comp a n y . Th e conv e n t i on c ommit tee is
h ope f Ul a n umb e r o f Na l l ory , Whe e l e r a n d Company , d isp la ys wi l l
be s hown a t t he conv en t i on .

ADCA Convention In Iowa City, September 20-24



Colored Glass Knobs by Maud Eastwood

door hardware , during this
period, in a variety of
f inishes to match polych
rome lighting fixtures,
furniture, etc. HCMever, if
none of the options were
exercised- wrought bronze
mountings and special
finishes-the knobs were
f i t ted to cast bronze
shanks and roses in stan::ia-
reI finishes. Plain round •
roses and oval keyplates •
were quite acceptable with
the colored glass knobs ,
but '~ially awro
pr i ate ' were ornamental
Ridgewood design ' (Ex. 4)
roses and keyplates execut-
ed in deep relief and
f inished in one of seven
finishes for use on orname
ntal hardware: L\lll Brass,
Bull Brass Relieved, Sanded
Nickel , Verde Antique (dark
green) , Old IvoI)', Roman
Gold, and a combination
Gr een and Tan . S ejP. 3

m'l)t IDoorknob ([olltctor

Published six times a year by Antique
Doorknob Collectors of America, Inc .
z.o, Box 126, [ola, IL 60519-0126.
Printed by SUD Printing, Naperville,!l.

Phooer 1-312-357-2381 .
Raymond and Loretta Nemec, Editors.
Annual Membership in USA, $20.00. •
Rates on Request for inserts. •

Ex. 2

E:x. 1

~~~olored glass knobs,
whether ham fash
ioned in the early
1800's or mass

produced in the 1930' s, are
"in" with knob collectors.
At this particular time,
age is not considered to be
a critical factor when
evaluating specimen within
this cateqory. No doubt
this situation escalated
due to intensified collec
tors interest in all things
Art Deco and the dearth of
19th century specimen.

COlored glass knobs of
earl y 20th cent ury ori gin
were trappings of the Art
Deco generat i on, produced
to corrpliment Modern
Architecture fonned of
laminated wood and concre
t e . Reading Knob Wor ks
(RKW) colored gl ass knobs
of the 1930's were designed
for use on "High Grade
Res i dences , Hotels and
Public Buildings" to
hannonize draperies, floor
coverings and the general
color scheme . This company,
not to be confused with
Reading Hardware COIrpany
(also of Reading, Fa. )
listed three colored glass
models available in a
variety of bold colors;
conventional octagon shaped
knobs of rnul.ber:ty, emerald,
topaz, blue, amethyst and
ebony pressed glass (Ex. 1) ;
azurite, octagon shaped
knob with a pressed star
design in contrasting
color. (Ex. 2); and a round,
clear knob decorated with a
styliZed star whose color-
any of the seven above--was
burned into the surface for
pennanence (Ex. 3) .

Reading Knob Works
offered the metal parts of
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CONVENTION

I
CHEDULE OF EVENTS

Morning

Wednesd a y
Se pt e m be r 20

Thtu'S da y
Septembe r 21

9: 00 Le ave fo r
t our of West Bra nch
& He rbe rt Ho ov er
Mus eum .

Friday
Septe m ber 22

9: 00 Se t up displays,
ge t acquainted,
re gist er i te ms for
auct i on . Buying,
selling and
t rading.

Sat urday
September 23

8: 00 Buying,
selling and

trading.

SWlday
Se pte m be r 24

& 00 Dism antle displays

9.: 30 Re ports &
Business meet i ng
(All shoul d try to

attend)

Lunch Lunch in West On Your own On your own Boa rd m e eting. (1~ OO )

Branc h ( Incom in g b oard)

Afternoon 2: 00 T our of Old 1: 00 T radi n g, 1: 00 Displays open 2: 00 Open house at
C apitol in Iowa buying & se l ling. to t he Public. the Byingtons ,
City. Light bu ff e t will be

3: 30 Program: ~ 00 Resume buying , se rved. Eve ryone
4: 00 M e eting of M . East wood & L. se llin g & trading. Invited.
Board of Directors Blum i nl s pr esa nt -

a t i on on Mallory &
Wheeler .

S: 30 Refreshments ,
S: 30 Cash bar Cash ba r .

Dinne r On Y our own Di nn e r at Sports Dinner a t Sports
Place. (6: 30 ) Pa ge (6: 30)

7: 30 Re fres hm en ts 7: :;0 Re fres hm e nts 7: 30 Program: Art 7g30 C ont est Awards.
Evening in the Hos p i ta l i t y in th e Hospi ta li t y Pa holke, Diffe ren t 7:45 Auction

Sui te Suite Schoo ls of Design. ( Hos pitality suite
(H ospita li ty su ite open after auction. )
open aft e r p ro gram. )

I

Colored Glass
c onti rued from P. 2

Techni cal Glass Co. of
Los Angeles , cali fornia
also listed colored glass
knobs in their 1930 catalo
g . The illustration shown
(Ex.S) was available in cut
glass in green, amber, blue
and old rose with cast
brass or bronze shanks and
roses.

Yes, colored glass knobs
have wide appeal . Club
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convent i on aucti on devotees
can conf inn that s tatement
and also that they are in
short suppl y . RKW distri
bution centers were wide
spread ; the market was
well covered. Perhaps they
were not wel l received in
their day? A larger number
should have sw:vived f rom
the Art Deco period for
appreciation by today's
collectors • •



1Jnbex to <!&rnamental begign in ~ntique boorknobg

Ornamental design in
antique doorknob. Had its
beginning as a regular
feature of The Doorknob
Collector in our 21st issue.
The feature was developed by
Len Blumin, to supplement

his book. Victorian
Decorative Art. Since then
186 doorknobs have been
presented and with the 540
doorknobs in Blumin's book,
this brings a total of 726
doorknobs that have been

assigned numbers in the
classification system he
developed. Following is an
index of the 186 doorknobs
which have appeared in The
Doorknob Collector.

KNOB ISSUE KNOB ISSUE KNOB ISSUE KNOB ISSUE KNOB ISSUE KNOB ISSUE

A-I07 27 E-134a 30 H-115 32 H-475 34 N-117 22 N-148 27
A-I08 27 E-137a 30 H-219a 35 H-476 34 N-1l8 22 0-101 21
A-I09 27 E-143 30 H-219b 35 H-477 34 N-1l9 23 0-102 21
A-110 27 E-144 30 H-220a 34 J-I06a 35 N-120 23 0-103 21
A-lll 27 E-145 30 H-220b 34 J-I07 35 N-121 23 0-104 21
A-1l2 27 E-146 30 H-220c 34 J-I08 35 N-122 23 0-105 21
B-I04a 28 E-147 30 H-241a 34 J-219 35 N-123 23 0-106 21
B-I04b 28 E-148 30 H-249a 35 J-220 35 N-124 23 0-107 36
B-I06a 28 E-149 30 H-250a 35 J-221 35 N-125 23 0-108 36
B-129a 28 E-150 30 H-254a 35 J-307 36 N-126 23 0-109 36
B-131 28 E-151 30 H-256a 34 J-308 36 N-127 23 0-1l0 36
B-132 28 F-I03a 31 H-267a 34 J-309 36 N-128 23 0-111 36
B-205 28 F-125 31 H-273 32 J-310 36 N-129 23 0-1l2 36
B-218a 28 F-126 31 H-274 32 J-311 36 N-130 23 0-113 37
B-219 28 F-237 31 H-275 32 J-312 36 N-131 24 0-1l4 37
B-220 28 F-238 31 H-276 33 K-l13 25 N-132 24 0-1l5 37
B-221 28 F-239 31 H-277 33 K-1l4 25 N-133 24 0-116 37
8-222 28 G-125 31 H-278 33 K-1l5 25 N-134 24 0-117 37
C-1l3 29 G-126 31 H-279 33 K-1l6 25 N-135 24 0-118 37
C-1l4 29 G-127 31 H-280 33 K-219 25 N-136 24 0-119 37
C-1l5 29 G-128 31 H-281 33 K-220 25 N-137 24 0-120 37
C-1l6 29 G-129 31 H-282 33 K-221 25 N-138 24 0-121 37
C-1l7 29 G-130 31 H-411a 35 K-222 25 N-139 24 0-122 37
C-118 29 G-131 32 H-467 33 K-223 25 N-140 24 0-123 37
0-102a 29 G-132 32 H-468 33 K-224 25 N-141 24 0-124 37
0-131 29 G-133 32 H-469 33 K-225 25 N-142 24 0-201 22
0-132 29 G-134 32 H-470 33 K-313 25 N-143 27 0-202 22
0-133 29 G-135 32 H-471 33 N-1l3 22 N-144 27 0-203 22
0-134 29 G-136 32 H-472 34 11'-114 22 N-145 27 0-204 22
0-135 29 H-l13 32 H-473 34 N-115 22 N-146 27 0-205 22
E-127b 30 H-114 32 H-474 34 N-1l6 22 N-147 27 0-206 22

-4-



<!&rnamental begign in antique boorknobg
by Len Blumin

DffiLEl1ATIC, ETC.

0-113
0-114
0-115
0-116
0-117
0-118

St. Paul Board of Education. Sure nicer than 0-115.
Ne1~rk, New J ersey Board of Education.
St. Paul Board of Education.
Bla~z (as in beer ) .
Standard Oil Company. You woul d think they coul d aff or d a design.
Sylvania.

0-113 0-116

0-114

0-115

0-117

0-118
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0-119
0-120
0-121
0-122
0-123
0-124

EMBLEMATI C, ETC . ,
(continued)

From the Alaska exhi bi t at the 1902 Seattle World ' s Fa i r .
Origi n not known,
Savoy Plaza Hote l .
Lexi ngton Hotel , Chicago , I ll i nois .
Origin not kno\vn.
Hotel Lemington , Oakl and, California .

0-119

0-120

0-121

0-122

0-123

0-124
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Knobs with ice cream topping
by Debbie Fellenz

~mijjgood trip should
always combine
doorknobs and
ice-cream. That I s

possible since I packed the
book liThe Very Best Ice
Cream and Where to Find It. II

I also look at doorknobs
wherever I go.

On a recent trip my friend
Rick and I made the Kane
County flea market in st.
Charles, Illinois, our first
stop. We visited with AIX:A
members stephan and Helene
Lys and Ray and loretta
Nemec. A lot of things were
bought for the shop but not
too many doorknobs. We found
a good ice-cream store,
called, 1IA1. 'Sll that is not
in the book.

The Brimfield flea market,
in Massachusetts, was our

in destination. After
ing there for three days

we probably didn't see
everything since it is so
big. More merch.arrlise was
purchased, including some
doorknobs. We talked with
AIX:A members carlos Ruiz and
Ed Thrall, who were also at
Brimfield. There is an ice
cream chain store in the
area called, "Friendlyll
where we relaxed, after
walking for eight hours at
the flea market.

our next stop was Newport,
Rhode Island. There are a
lot of beautiful mansions
there that are open for
tours. We went in one
called, liThe Breakers." The
hardware, would have to be
seen to be believed. A
different animal or person's
face, adorned the doors and
WindCMS of every room.

• nfortunatelY no photography
was allowed.

After driving through
Boston (we went to a ,great

Italian Gelato place called,
cafe Paridiso) , Port Clyde,
casteen and Bangar Maine, we
made our way up to canada.
By that t:ilne we had
aCCl.ll11U1ated a lot of
doorknobs and other
merch.arrlise in the van. We
had to produce all of the
receipts we had, stating
where everything was bought,
before we could prcx::eed into
the country.

Being in Quebec City was
quite and experience. My
French is just IIschool
learned" but Rick, had lived
there so can speak French
fairly well. The only thing
is that neither of us knew
the French word for
doorknob. It was kind of
hard asking for something

-7-

you don't know the word for
with people who only speak
French.
This was especially hard
over the phone when you
cannot demonstrate. We
finally found out that the
French word for doorknob is
poignee de oorte. We only
found one doorknob there
anyway, and not even a
French one. I tried to
contact AIX:A lOOIllber Donald
Dion who lives there, but I
couldn't find his phone

number. If he doesn't speak
English it would have been
hard trying to make a
doorknob trade in French. We
didn't go to any ice-cream
places there, but we did
draw some stares while
making numerous trips to the
dessert table at a
restaurant.

leaving canada was easy
since we had all of the
necessary paper work. We
went down through Vennont.
The high light of the trip
was a stop at "Ben &
Jerry'sll ice-cream place in
Burlington. The chocolate
chip cookie dough ice cream
there is outstanding.

After that, we went to the
Museum in Bennington. They

See / P.lO
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1988 - 1989 Antique Doorknob Collectors of America
Board of Directors

President
Vice Presiden t
Secretary/Treasurer
Board Member
Boa rd Nember
Boar d Member
Boar d Nember
Boar d Member

Secret ar y t o the Board

Dorothy l\nn Mil l er #21
Len Bl wnin #3
Ray Nemec #8
Hi n Applegate #110
Bi l l Byington #41
Mark Dav i dovich #25
Maude Eastwood #2
Arnie Fredrick #1

Debbie Fel lenz #3 1

Omaha , NB
Mi ll Valley , CA
Napervi lle , I I,
Hami lton Squar e, NJ
I owa c i t y, IA
carpinteria , CA
'I'Ll.Lamook , OR
Waver l y , IA

St Loui s , HO

•
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IRMA 1. DICK

<!&bituarp

Erma I . Df.ck , a chart er
membe r of The Antique
Doorknob Col l ectors of
Ameri ca , di d on Jul y ]4 ,
1989 , i n Mi lmeapolis ,
Hinnesota, of cancer . She
\'Ta s 82.

Hrs. Di ck v as bor n on June
12 , 1907 , at Bra i ne r d ,
Hi nnesot C). She mar r i ed E. P.
Dick 61 y ar ago . The Di cks '
have tuo chi ldr en , a s on ,
Jer r y , who bas been an AOCA
rr~mber for several years,
and a daught er , Laur a
Phoen i x .

Coll ect i ng door knobs wa s
E. P. ' s hobby but I rma t ook
an act i ve roll i n hel ping .
The Di clcs a t t ended t he 1981
Waverly , Iowa , meet i ng and
helped f orm ADCA.

E.P . r elated to Nar ch 1982
r eader s of The Doorknob
Collector how 11e beg an
co llect i ng door knobs . It
s t arted about. 1968 when be
became inVOl ved i n a
r es t or a t ion pr oject i n
Ri chf i el d I Hinn esota .

I n addi t i on t o her husband
and chi l dr en , Hrs . Di. ck i s
survive d by f i ve
grandchildren and five
great-gr andchildr en .

LETrERS

Recent l y the Lock Muse um
r ecei ved a donat i on of
s ever al beaut iful gothic
styl e door knobs and
es cutcheons f r om a ch ur ch
t ha t i s be i ng renova t.ed ,

'The new handicapped
standa rds for public
bu i Ldi nqs , in eff ect,
ou t.Laws "doorknobs" on a l l
entr ance door s . Do any ADCA
member s hav e any further
i nfomat i on on t his
r equi r ement?

Ol d door knobs should
become [TIor e r eadi l y
ava i l abl e for col lec t or s .
Thomas Henness y ,
Ter r yv i l l e , CT

. AL LOR)', WllEELER .\: COMP .L'i Y.

Editorial• If He j udge Hie f ee l i ngs
of members correc t l y , t here
i s a 9Tm...-i ng desi re to f orm
ADCA cl.ul; c1 ap t .er s , The
West Coas t and t he Eas t
Coas t want, t o have n~.'9 i ona l

or l ocal t r ading sess i ons .
Even i n t.he Hi lwes t , where
mos - of the annual
con eri t i ons ar e 11e l cJ ,
member 's want at l east one
other chance t o get
t 0get her .

At the upcoming
conventi on, t.he Board of
Direct ors shoul d addr ess
t.hL s need and ta l e t he l ead
i f on ni ng uui del ines f or
cl ub Chapt er s . Hi th
membersh i p now at 175 , bhe
time l ias come t o f onn
chapt er 's ar ound t ',e
count r y .

Our f eeling i s t hat " hen
such gr oups organiz , we

. i ll f ind many collect or s ,
now not ADCA members, will
van t t o j oi n and
part i cipate in t he r eq .iona;
sather i ngs .

-9-



ClASSIFIED AD SECTION

•

from pag 'ICE CREAM

Member s ar e remi nded that
your dues ent i t l e you t e
advert i se i t ems f or sale ,
trade or wanted at no
char ge .

have the largest collectio
of Bennington pottery in the
world. '!his included a dozen
or so doorknobs and other
related hardware. A woman
who works there must have
thought we were French
canadian (Rick had a Quebec
T-Shirt on) since she said
'merce' when we left.

The rest of the trip was
SPent driving harne. We are
busy planning our next trip
of "doorknobs and
ice-cream!" Anyone want to
came along!.

WANTED. Ol d padl ocks .
Ri char d Hubba r d (#192) , 162
Popl ar Ave . , HackensacK, NJ
07601. Phone : 201-342- 1274.

FOR SALE. BoOK, Vi c t or i an
Decor a t i ve Art by Leonar d
Blumi n . $11 prepaid .
ADCA, P. O. Box 126, Eola, IL
605 19-0126.

WANTED. Old r adi o magazi nes ,
Radio Gui de , Radio Digest,
RADEX. Wi l l bUy or t r ade
doorknobs. Ray Nemec (#8 ) ,
1424 Heat hert on Drive ,
Napervil l e, IL 60563-2233 .
Phone 312-357-2381.

ROSTER UPDATE

ADDITI ONS :
#188 Larr y L. Kr ug
18222 Flower Hill Way ,
Suite 299
Gaithersburg, MD 20879 .

#189 Jeann i e M. Orr
132 Bur ns St.
Somerset , NJ 08873.

#19 3 Sandra L. Dokachev
315 Nutley Ave .
Nutley, NJ 07110.

#190 Dot t i e St olzber g
4281 Fl i ppen Tr ail
Norcr os s , GA 30092.

#192 Richard Hubbard
162 Poplar Ave.
Hackens ack, NJ 07601.

# 191 Ann Estell
78 Hillsi de Ave .
West Orange, NJ 070 52.

#194 J ohn L. Van Kluyve
47 Gr ove St.
Cl i f t on , NJ 07013.

#195 Phil & Kar en Ondersma
Old Stuff
P. O. Box 6406
Gr and Rapi ds , MI 49506 .

~E OF ADDRESS:
#89 Father J. Dav i d Pepper
O.L .M. C.
P .O. Box 119
Lawler, IO'ffi 52154.

FROM THE ARCHIVES
by Alice Chadonich ""

Convent i on time is j ust
ar ound the cor ner. Now would
be a good t i me t o take an
i nventory of your catalogs
and cata l og copi es . Why not
make a l i st of what you have
and br i ng i t wi th you to the
conven t i on . You can check it
aga i ns t the new order bl ank
which will be avai l abl e as
you mi ght wi sh to or der
mater i al you do not have . At
the s ame- t i me, if you find
you hay catalogs whi ch t he
archi ves does not, perhaps
you woul d be agr eeabl e t o
loani ng them at s ome futur e
dat e f or copying .

Also , i f anyone has any
cat al ogs t hey would l i ke t o
donat e to t he Emil Miller
Memorial Library, t h i s , too,
woul d be appreciated .•
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