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News

The annual convention of
ANTIQUE DOORKNOB. COLLECTORS
of AMERICA wi l l take place
i n I nd i ana pol i s , I ndiana,
f rom September 21 s t t o
September. 25th at the
Airport Hi l t on Inn. Member s
planning to attend ar e
encoura ged to complete t he
registration f or ms , which
were mailed several weeks
ago, as soon as pos sib l e ,
but NO LATER THAN AUGUST 21,
1988. An Airport Hil ton I nn
r egistration card wa s al so
enc l os ed and must be
r e turned to t he Hilton I nn
if you are stayin g there.

The Hilton I nn is
convenien t to Indianapolis
I nt er n a t i ona l Ai rport . I t is
a l s o conven i ent to
Interstate 465, as it is
located off the Indianapol i s
I nternat ional Ai r port Ex it
II - B. For thos e fl y i ng ,
there i s a courte s y phone i n
the a i r por t baggage c l a i m
area. The Hi lton ha s a f r e e

airport l i mous i ne s ervice.
Thur s day, September 22nd

will b e devoted to a t our of
severa l po i nts of inter e s t
i n I nd i anapol is.

The d i s p l ay contest has
be en change d t h i s year . The
categories will be: (1) Be s t
Single Knob, ( 2) Best
Russe l l & Er win display, ( 3)
Bes t Metal l ic Knob(s)
d i s p l ay and ( 4) Best
Non-Metallic Knob( s)
disp lay.

An auc t i on i s planned
aga in f or Sa t ur day ni~ht s o
don' t forge t t o bring your
a c t i onab le i tems alon g wi t h
your dis plays and t r ader s .
As usual, a l l donations f or
auct ion wi ll be gr a t e f ul l y
appr e c i a t ed.

If you did not rec e i ve t he
' convention package,' please
notif y ADCA , P . O. Box 126 ,
Eol a, II 60519- 0126 (or
phone 312-357-2381) and we
will r us h i t t o you .

Ea rly versions of the Officiol
Seal of the Great State of
Indiana appear on offic ial
papers as early as 1801 .
8etween 1816 and 1963 there
were more the n 200 var iations
of the se a l. Finally, in 1963, the
design and dimen sion above
were fixed by the legi slature.
The hills are those lying wes t of
Vi"cennes. The sun is selling in
the west, symbo lic of the fact
thai Indiana, at the time 01her
slatehood, was considered an
empire gaining a footho ld in the
west. The trees with in th picture
are sycamore Irees. The buffalo
is symbolic of Ihe rich na tural
resaurces ofthe state. Once
plentiful in Ind iana, the la st
buffalo were recorded as be ing
seen in 1923 near New Harmony
in Posey County.



RUSSELL & ERWIN; THEIR ROLE IN COMPRESSION CASTING.
by Ma ude Eastwood

On Janu ary 1, 1839 Henry E. Russell (I.) and Corne lius B. Erwi n (r.) jo ined for ces to lay the founda
t ion s of the Russel l & Erwin Manufacturing Company. Tog ther, they ran the Company fo r 46
years and were chiefly responsib le for its tremendous grow th during the ni neteenth century.

g;r.:;. . J _ . n t he backgr ound of
ever y eminently

I , . succes s :ul business
"-- <l!I en te'rpr t s e ar e men
of strong character,
convec tion and f or es i ght who
are ca pab l e of ma king
dec i sions critical to f ut ur e
growth . The enviable record
of Russel l & Er wi n (R&E),
whose roots da te f r om 1839
i n New Br i t a i n , Connec ticut,
gives t e s t i mony to s uc h
company leadership.

Pe r ha ps Ru s s ell & Erwi n ' s
e ar l i e s t a nd gre a t e s t s i n g l e
opportunity to a s s ume an
i mpor t ant r o l e in the
gr owi n g number of fine
builde r ' s ha r dwar e compan i e s
of t h e 1870' s came t hr ou gh
an oppor t un i t y t o secure a l l
pat e n t r i ghts for a un i que
me thod of cas t i ng me t a l s
under pressure , el i mi nat i ng
t he n ec e s s i t y t o r e sort to
expen s i ve " c l ea n - up" met hods
be f or e marketing . The s e
pat en t s wer e held by t he
Me t a l l ic Compre s s ion Cas t i ng
Company (MCCC) of Bos ton ,
Massachusetts a nd Micha e l
Smi t h of Ph i l ade l phia,
Pe nn s y l vani a . MCCC had
announc e d t h e i r int e nt i on to
"-- sell to Foundr ymen a nd
othe r Manufac turer s , Ri ght
to us e our Proc ess ", i n
con junc t i on with an Apr il ,
1869 informative pa per on
their un ique castin g
proce s s. Prompt ac t i on on
t he par t of company
off icia ls s aw Ru s s e l l &
Er wi n by June, 18 70, no t
only in sole contr o l a nd
owne r s h i p of the or iginal
pat e nts, but a l s o the
ass i gne d owners of for t y- tw o
des i gn pa t e n ts f or articles

of door hardware first
assigned to Me t a l l i c
Compr e s sion Castin g Company
by gift ed des igners, one of
whom was the pate n tee of the
impr oved pr oc es s , J ohn
Jo s e ph Cha r l e s Smi t h .

Ru s s e l l & Ewrin suddenly
f ound hers elf in a very
advant ageous posit i on amon g
he r compe t i n g s i s ter
compan i e s in the race to
produ c e finely de s i gn ed
hardwa r e . Indeed, t h i s was
the b i r t h of the 19th
c e n t ury Vic t orian Bronze
hardwar e era.

Wh o were the gi f t ed
designers of t he f orty-two
de s i gn patent s , all da t ed
J u ne 7 , 1870 a nd number ed
D409 7 through D4138 and what
de s i gns d i d they produce ? In
numer i c a l or der Ludwig
Kreuz i n ger of Cambr idge,
Massachusetts, de s i gn ed the
f i r s t t en , the fir s t f our
be i ng door knob des i gns a nd
t he fo llowing six other door
hardware items. ( Se e
Victor i a n Decor ativ e Art A-I
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and A- 5 f or t he fir s t
Kr eu z i n ger designs) Charles
Kunz e, a lso of Cambr idge ,
and Joseph Luc ien Leger, of
Somer v il l e , Massachuse tts, 4I
each obtained one paten t f or
a doorknob design . Joseph
Ruff , of Cambr idge , wa s t he
most prolific with twenty
pa t e n t s , s i x for designs for
door knobs and f our t e en of
ot her i t em of door har dwa r e .
John Joseph Char l es Smith,
of Somer vil l e , produced t en
de s igns. Eight be i n g for
doorknobs and two for
bell-pull knob s . Smith' s
des i gns utilized emb l ems
mor e conventional in them e ;
Kr euzinger chos e living

continued on pa ge 6
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What •
IS butt ?

by Charlie Warde l l

~P'~iQ1 he t e r m is
universally used in

~~~llthe hardware tra de
a nd ha s a mys t erious

or i g i n. I c an ' t tra ce t he
word back far but it was
a pp l i e d t o the h i nges ev en
in 1879. Ther e were loose
pins butts, s h ut t e r bu t ts,
f a st joint butts, Par l iament
butts, ball bearing butts ,
t r an s om butts, and toilet
but t s and I'm only nami ng a
f ew. Whatever t he name
appl i e d , it still was just a
hin ge .

"Just a hinge" detracts
from its i mp or t an ce
dr a s t i c a l l y for without it
we couldn't have a door a nd
t hen we wouldn't ne ed
doorknobs! Mercy on us
doorknob collectors.

I have seen hinges made

•

n t i r e l Y of wood, hinges of
eat her and hinges of

bent -rods. I am of t he
opinion the hinge dates back
to the i nvention of the
hammer and the wheel as a
machine to accomplish work
with a nominal expenditure
of energy.

In t h e same era as the
ornate doorknob appeared i n
American i ndu s t r y ( 1865-70),
or s hou l d I say when men
were occupied more with
i ndu s t r y than the s l a ugh t e r
of h i s fellow man, there
arose wonderful ideas of
manuf a c t ur e and men (and
women) us ed their gen i us t o
produ c e art icles of beauty .
Witnes s t he decora tiv e
buil dings an d p ar k s f or the
en j oyme nt ins t e a d of the
drud gery in l ife .

Ther e are des igns on but ts
t ha t harmonize wi t h the

~obs a nd e s c u t c he ons a nd
-.rome ar e fantas t i c in their

be auty . I have a p a i r of
Russe l l & Er win t hat were
de s i gn e d for t he v ery f i ne s t
of f ine bu i l ding s. Hark i ng
back to t he cathedr al and
~ts gargoyl es, t he s e butts
us e gargoyles as a f i n i a l on
the pins wi th intr i c a t e
de c orat i on on al l expos e d
par ts . The c on s truct ion i s
massive and cou ld s upport a
hal f -ton. Some door s i n
earl y churches were t en to
t wel ve f ee t tall.

We as col le c tors of
doorknobs shoul d f ami l i a r i z e
ourse lves wi th allied
hardware. Store door
handles, mai l drops,
doorbells, door -knockers,
chain bolts, wi ndow sash
lif t s, and locks, push
plat e s and bin pul ls are
cont inual ly on my list. I
am j u s t as thr illed to f i nd
a good examp le of these a s I
am whe n I find a doorknob.

Big Success __

Hore t han 20,000 peop l e
a t t ended the Kane County
Flea market dur i ng its fir s t
two-day sess ion i n many
ye a r s .

The firs t Saturday
aft er n oon at the Kane Count y
Flea Mark e t , April 30th, wa s
a huge succe ss with mor e
than 4800 pai d admi s s ions .
The r e were 1300 d i ffer en t
de a lers. On Sund ay , May 1st ,
15 , 300 pe op l e paid
admis s i ons and 1500 dealers
Here pr sen t .
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E- 127b
E-134a
E- 137a
E- 143
E- 144
E-145

ORNAMENTAL DESIGN IN ANTIQUE DOORKNOBS
by Len Blumin

SPIRALS AND SWIRLS

Iron, c irca 1895.
There are several varieties of this a canthus des ign.
A mor e elaborat e version.
"Clint on, " U. S. Steel Lock Co., 1907 catal ogue.
Spira l of acanthus, or eightfold, or concent r i c?
One of the bet t er spiral de signs.

E-l27b

E- 134a

E- 137a

E-143

E-144

E-145
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E- 146
E- 147
E- 148
E- 149
E- 150
E- 151

SPIRALS AND SWIRLS

Lar ge, strik i ng knob. A Char l i e Warde l l f avor i t e .
St eel knob .
Spiral wi t h egg and dart, c i r ca 1905 .
"Her a l d i c " , lar ge acanthus beaut y , Norwalk , c i r ca 1895.
I nf ormat i on is ne ede d on this knob .
Not e beaded r im.

E-146

E-147

E- 148

E- 149

E- 150

E-151
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by Len Blumin

Doorknobs can be dangerous

•

•

R&E page 2

entity subjects, the most
notable being the Doggie and
the Lion.

Russell and Erwin did not
"rest on their laurels" when
they landed this plum. Their
work was cut out for them.
They labored to develop the
line and continued to keep a
sharp eye on other technical
advances as they evolved in
the trade and dealt with the
vagaries of taste and limits
of pocket books in the
market, never deviating from
their 1855 slogan, "TIMES
CHANGE AND WE CHANGE WITH
THEM." Russell & Erwin has
at all times kept abreast of
the current and coming.

We collectors of antique
door hardware salute this
grand company for their
initial role in perfecti.
compression bronze th
resulted in the specimen
which so often are the focus
of collector's attention and
for their many years of
sustained leadership in
their field.

was threaded, allowing it
to be screwed onto the
threaded spindle the proper
distance, at which point its
position was secured by
tightening a setscrew which
in turn pressed against a
flat on the spindle to
prevent further rotation.
That is, it prevents it
until the setscrew loosens,
as it will inevitably do.
When the screw loosens, the
knob tends to "spin", and
the end of the setscrew
starts to wear away the
treads and corners of the
spindle. Re-tightening gives
a temporary fix, but with
each recurrence and spinning
of the knob the spindle gets
a bit more rounded. Mrs.
Jones knob and spindle had
loosened hundreds of times
in the 60-odd years, so that
the setscrew could no longer
prevent spinning. But she
had cleverly discovered that
by pressing downward on the
knob very firmly before
turning, she was able to
"trap" the spindle enough to
get it to operate the latch.
This worked fine for about
two years, until finally
the glass could no longer
take the unnatural stress
and fractured.
Unfortunately, a sharp
fragment remained attached
and served to inflict a very
nasty gash on the palm of
her hand. While sewing up
the laceration I couldn't
resist pointing out to her
the fact that I probable
knew more about doorknobs
than any Emergency physician
within 100 miles. No, I
didn't tell her that for 759
she could have purchased a
quite serviceable
replacement spindle at the
hardware store.

Having worked for 20 years
in hospital emergency rooms,
I thought I had seen just
about every type of
accidents that can occur
around the home, from knife
cuts in the kitchen, slips
in the bath, to falls from
the roof. I can even
remember a few dents in
toddlers' heads from
protruding doorknobs. But
two recent cases are of
interest because they relate
directly to the age-old
problem of keeping the knob
firmly attached to the
spindle.

Mrs. Smith was at home
with her two year old. No
sooner had she entered the
bedroom to fetch something
when a breeze blew the door
shut. The sound startled
her, and remembering her
overly active child left in
the hallway alone, she
rushed to pull open the
door, only to find herself
grasping a doorknob with its
protruding spindle, freed
from the lock when the loose
screw on the corridor knob
finally fell off (for the
tenth time). Panic! Thinking
that the door was now
unopenable, she rushed to
the window and jumped out,
to rejoin her youngster.
Unfortunately the 12 foot
drop to the pavement was
quite enough to cause a
rather serious ankle
fracture. And "no", I didn't
add to her pain by
suggesting that she could
have simply reinserted the
spindle and turned it to
open the latch!

Mrs. Jones lived in a
"post-Victorian" dating from
about 1920, widch featured
the commonly used "fluted"
glass knobs. Like many knobs
from this period, its shaft

-6-



v i s i t i n g our
i n Corval l i s ,

we al l wen t over to

•The "Seed" f or ou r
collec t ion was plant ed
around 1972, when I went to
a fr iend ' s ho us e to play
br idge, and not i c ed a
dar l i n g l i t t l e orient a l
l ook i n g white va s e
containing str aw f l owers on
an end table . Imagine my
s ur pris e , upon picking it up
t o disc ov er that it was a
porce lain doorknob .

I t hen became aware of t he
wh i te a nd black knobs on
s ome of t he door s i n our
ce ntry o l d drugs tore
bu i l d i ng , and began remov i n g
t hem to keep a s momen t os ,
for our daugh t ers , and
our s e l ves of t he pl a c e we
all had worked i n . - - Many
knobs a nd hardwar e h ad l ong
been l ost t hr ough
remode l i n g .

I asked my par en t s i f
her e wer e a ny ceramic knobs

lef t in the hou s e on our
grandf a ther s ' f arm, but a l l
had be en repl a ce d .

The old one r oom
s c hool hous e my f a ther had
at t ended had b ee n moved t o
the f ar m t o be used a s a
gar age and there we found a
pair of knob s . This is h ow
i t a l l star t ed . At f l ea
mar kets and yard sales we
sorted through t he box e s
un de r t abl e , t ur ning up mor e
ceramic knobs i n White ,
b l a ck and brown and s ome
wood one s .

An article in an ant i que
news paper me n t ioned a
door knob news l etter to be
pUblished, so we s ubscr i bed
to i t .

Whil e
da ughter

. e gon ,

THE SEED THAT FLOURI SHED
by He l en Bying t on

the c oa s t f or the week end .
Bill , our son- i n-law ,
another daught er a nd t he
gr and dog we n t crabb i n g one
a f t er noon. Our s i x mon t h old
grand - da ugh t er, her mother
an d I t ook a wa l k i n t he
ar ea of our c ab i n at
Oceans i de and spot t ed an
Antique s hop tha t was open.
When I mad e a c ommen t a bout
a p a i r of d e corated
por ce l ain p l a t e s and knobs ,
t he s hop k eeper sai d i f we
were i n t er e s t ed i n door knobs
we s houl d see the col l ection
a be a u t ic i a n had, j us t a f ew
mil es away i n Tillamoo k . I
t ook he r name and a ddr e s s ,
b ut t i me ran ou t for us, so
when we got home I wrote to
h er a sk i n g if she was awar e
of t h e new s l e tter . She
an s wer e d saying she ha d be en
in c lose conta ct wi t h t he
or ig i na t or s, and a l so t o l d
us a bout t he book s he had
wr i t ten . Nat ur a l ly we
or dered one of t he b ook s ,
a nd t hus began a friends h ip
with Ma ude Eastwood.
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We wer e not a b le t o a ttend
t h e f i r s t t wo conventions ,
s o d i d n ot mee t Ma ude in
per s on unti l the Nape r v i l l e
1983 meet i ng . What an
ey e - opener to s e e a l l t he
beau t iful knob s and related
hardware !

I t wa s exc i ting, and at
t he same time , depressin g .
How could we ever hav e
any t h i n g worth s howing or
t r ad i n g? We d i dn ' t g i v e up ,
t hough , be caus e t h e peop l e
we me t f r om a ll ov er t he
Un i t ed States we r e so
f r i e nd l y and readily shared
t h e i r knOWledge . We wer e
hooked !

Gr a dua l l y we ha v e bu i l t up
our i nve n t or y . Our f irs t big
f i nd wa s t he I nd i an bus t
knob like J ohn Hol l a nd had
p i c t ur ed i n a earlier ADCA
new s l e t t er , r epor t ed l y
comi n g f r om The Mizpah Hot e l
in Tonapoh , Nev eda . We
bought it at cons iderab l y
l e s s than one ha d sold f or
at our a uc t ion .

I s aw an ug l y bras s bat
p in or a sht r ay a t a show ,
and c ou l dn ' t r e s i s t t ur n i ng

con t i nued on page 8



I would like to take t his
opportunity to thank Cha r l es
Bednar, Len Blumin, Gerald
Leader s , Dorothy Miller, Art
Paho l ke and Schl age Locke
Company for be ing so
gracious over the pas t i n
l oaning catalogs to be
copied.

If any of our other
member s have cata l ogs tha t
are not l i s t ed on our order
blank and would permi t them
to be cop i ed, it would be
apprec iated i f you would
make a l i st and e ither send
it t o my home address or
gi ve i t to me in per son at
t he convent ion. Whi l e
copyi ng a book can be hard
on it , our copy center s do
ha ndle t hem with t he utmos t
care. We also prov i de you
with a phot ocopy f or your
use to save f ur t he r wear and
t ear on your original .

It har dl y seems f a i r t hat
we r epea t edly ask th e s ame
people f or use of t he i r
catal ogs. Let' s al l get in
the sp i r i t and give an
as s i s t i n bu i l di ng the
archives l i brar y.

In the event anyone has
dupl i cate catalogs , may I
sugge s t a dona tion to t he
Emi l Mil l er Memorial
L'I'b'rary.

Thomas E.
Box 171 ,

06457. Ph:

CLASSIFI ED AD SECTION

thaeMember s are r emi nded
your du es entit l es you t o
advertis e i t ems for sale ,
trade , or wanted at no
charge .

WANTED. To trade f or or
buy , an tique doorbells, Joe
Mueller, 1227 Roxton Drive,
St. Louis, MO 63137. Phone
314-867-7943.

FOR TRADE. Will trade
doorknobs for pad l ocks .
Thomas Bower, P . O. Box 171 ,
Middletown, CT 06457. Phone
207-3q7-6605.

ROSTER CHANGES

WANTED. 20 sets of
doorknobs for 1890 Victorian
house. Walnut toned plas tic
celluloid knobs made i n
t hr ee parts. Central por tion
like hollow doughnut with
brass center medallion. Wil l
consider white or bl aA
pl as t i c or ce lluloid . Jo~
Merrick, 117 Sou t h Bro ad
Street, P.O. Box 67, Kennett
Square, PA 19348 .

WANTED. Art Deco light
f i xt ur e s , glass shades, etc.
Carlos Ruiz, 2333 Cl ement
Ave. , Alameda, CA Phone
q1 5-769-6062.

Additions : 1/144
Bower, P.O.
Middletown, CT
207-3q7-6605.
#145 Mark & Pamela Hill, 500
Everet t Lane , High Poi nt , NC
27260.
11146 Franklin E. Well s, 410
Armfield Ave., As hebor o , NC
27203. Ph : 919-625-4001.
#1 47 Kip Wendler, 4129
Cambr idge, Kansas Ci t y , ~
661 03 . Ph : 913-722-2547 .
Addr e s s Changes #80 Jean .
Hand , 6145 Ol d Oregon Tr a il ,
Redding, CA 96003.

ayingtons - - - - - - --from u7 l't
It ~er . On the b a CK
sai d, "Compliments of
Mil ler , Sl os s & Scot t ,
Agen t s f or Reading Hardwar e
Company ." Of course , we had
to buy i t , even though I
ha t e bat s ! Anot her t ime a t
an outdoor flea mar ke t I
spotted a black i ron open
work escut che on pl a t e , with
male & femal e f i gur e s,
riding myth ical creatures.
I n the center was a c ircle
wi t h Y&T on the ba ck center .
I t said , Yale Lock Co.,
152-l5q Wabash Ave.,
Chicago. Yes, we have the
plate.

We have a varie t y of
i t ems , acqui red f r om friend s

a spec i a l Engl i sh knob
with pa i nt ed fl ower s , a
pur pl e glass knob , pl a t es
and knobs from the house
where our three da ught er s
grew up, and f r om t he J unior
Hi gh School a l l three
at tended . Bot h pl aces have
been t or n down . We have one
f rom t he Uni ver s i t y of I owa,
and a lar ge brass pul l knob
and plat e our ol de s t
daught er found in London.

I ' m hopi ng our nephew, now
in Hong Kong, will br i ng us
a pair of bone knobs , like
he brought to hi s dad, who
isn' t ev en a member of
ADCA!

We came across a bunch of
PE Guerin por ce l a i n
de cor a ted knobs in a l l s i z ed
and shapes which Bi l l
moun t ed on an old trophy
board . We wonde r i f they
weren ' t a sa lesman ' s
sample s.

We l ook f orward to s ee i ng
all our ol d f r i ends and
maki ng new ones in
I ndi anapolis and l e ar ning
more about our col lec t i on ,
and add i ng to i t.

FROM THE ARCHIVES
by Alice Chadonich
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