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mi l l i on vi s i t or s a r e
view the exh i b ition in the

market s over t he 18 mont h

S i nc e Se p t embe r 5 t h and con t i n u i n g
until J anuar y 4 , 1987 , t he Chicago
Historical Soc i e t y ha s on dis p l a y a n
exhibition devoted to t he wor k s of a
man who is rec ogn ized as on e of
Amer i ca ' s mos t i n f l uen t i a l ar chit e c ts

Lou i s Sul livan. Orig i na t e d by t he
Chicago Hi s tor i c a l Soc iety, in
collabor a tion wi t h the St. Lou i s Art
Mu seum, t he exhibition foc uses on
Sullivan's controvers i a l u s e of
ornament and t he meaning b eh i nd i t .

Loui s Sullivan' s work ha s b e e n of
gre a t i n teres t t o man y ADCA members
and a f ine f e a t ur e was pre s ented i n
the January 1986 i ss ue o f The Doorknob
Collector by Maude Ea s t wood and Ti m
Samue l s on .

The exh i bi tion v isually carr i e s us
t hrough most of t he hi gh p o ints of
Sul l ivan's career. I t prov i de s us wi th
a deeper under s tanding of his
ornamenta l works .

Al t h ough t he Ch i c ago exhibi tion is
almost over, ADCA members s t i l l ha ve a
chance to s e e i t . Th e d isp lay wi l l go
on a national tour. The dates a nd
pl a c e s of the exh i b i t i on are as
f o l l ows :

March 23 t hr ou gh May, 19 87 The
Cooper-Hewi t t , New York City
Augus t 28 t hr ough October 25, 1987 
The St. Lou i s Art Mu seum, St. Lo u i s ,
Mo .
Spr i n g 1988, Na tion a l Bui l d i n g Mu s e um,
Wa s h i ngton, D.C.

Over on e
ex pe cted to
four ma j or
per i od

WHY SULLIVAN IS IMPORTANT
Louis Sull i v an de f ined the arch i t ect

as " a poe t who us e s n o t wor ds bu t
bu i l d i n g mate r ials as a medi um of
e x pres s i on . " His use of ornamen t wa s
some t i me s pushed t o the br i nk of i t s
arc h i t e c t ural po s s i bi l i t i es , th u s
c r e a t i ng more div e r s e cr it icis m t h an
any oth er a r ch i t ect d ur i n g the pa st
c e nt ur y . Su l liv an str ived to perfect
what he t e r me d "an American
ar c h i t e c t ur e , " one compl e te l y free of
h i s t or i c al refe r e nc e s . He t ook man ' s
re l a t i onsh i p t o nat ur e and a dap t e d i t
t o architecture , inte grat i n g the
i n or gan ic wi th t he organ ic. The r esu l t
wa s an ornamen t al voc a bul a r y whi c h



Ll oyd Wr ight , who worked f or
i n t he 1880 ' s , s a i d t hat
"may have been r i d i cul ous

wrote, was mi r acul ous wh en he

gave poet ic expr e ss i on to h i s
bu i l d i ngs. I ts i mpac t ha s only
r ecent ly been r ec ogn i zed and
unders t ood by architectua l hi s t or i ans .
~lost i mportantly , many of today' s
l e ad i ng pos t - modernis t architect s l ook
t o Sullivan an d his crea t ive us e of
ornament t o c onceptua l iz ing t he i r own
work .

Frank
Sull i van
Sullivan
when he
drew. "

WHAT' S IN THE EXHIBITION
Ther ar e ap pr ox i ma t e l y 170 ob j ect s

i nc luded i n t his exh i b i tion . They
i ncl ude ori g i na l dr awings by Sul l ivan ,
bu i l ding fr a gments , sta i ned gl a s s
windows , wa l l st enc i l s , v i ntag e and
new photographs an d , yes, s ome
doorknobs . The many i tems wer e
borr owed from publ i c an d pr iva t e
collections , inc l uding t ha t of member
Ti m Samuelson .

SULLIVAN THE MAN

I oui -, I I. "llll i\. lll , I H~J I. ('HJ II" ' \ 01Sll lli\',lIl i,lllol ( ollrrti ol1 ,
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Louis H. Sul livan was born September
3, 185 6 , in Boston, Massachuset ts ,
i nto an artistic fam i l y . During the
ear ly 1870s , Sull i van s tud ied
ar chi t ec t ure a t the Massachusett s
Institut e of Techno l ogy (MIT) and at
t he Ecole de s Beaux-Art s in Paris . In
1875 Sullivan moved to Chicago , where
he wor ked as a freelance designer and
draf t sman. Sul l i van became a principal
in t he archi tectural firm Adler &
Sull ivan i n 188 3 . During the next
t we l ve ye ar s, he de s i gned some of t he
per iod ' s most i mpor t ant commerc ial
buildings and priva t e residences for
c l i ents i n Chicago , St .Louis , Buff a lo,
Sea t t l e and other citie s nat ionwide .
Af t er Dankmar Adl er dissolved t he
busine s s par t ner sh i p i n 1895, Sullivan
continued t o s eek bu ilding commissions
throughou t the Mi dwes t. Most of these
wer e mor e modest s t r uc t ur es , like
smal l - t own banks, i n contrast t o the
dr amat ic skyscrapers he had previously
designed. I n his l a t er years, Sullivan
wr ot e extensively on hi s philosophy of
architecture. He died in Chicago on
April 16, 1924 .

Yale s Towne, 1894
School, " Romanesqu e "
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1987 Convention
In September

We' r e Going t o
Five Issues

<!& bi tuarir5

I t is with pleasure tha t we announce
another milestone in the growth of
the Antique Doorknob Collectors of
America and The Doorknob Collector 
a l r eady the nation' s most respected
organization on doorknobs. Beginning
in 1987, we wi ll begin publishing
five i s s ues a year of The Doorknob
Collector- an increase of on e fr om
the f our i s s ues we have be en
pUbl i s hi ng f or t he pas t five years.

At f our i ssues, we have f e l t
constrained i n our capabilities t o
pres ent doorknob collectors wi t h
t ime ly news . Essent ially, t he new
i s s ue wi ll be dur ing the winter
months , a time when outdoor
ac t ivit i es are often curtai led in
many parts of t he country. The issues
wi l l be dated Februar y, April, July ,
October and December.

For t hos e of you, in particular,
who have been loya l reader s from t he
s t ar t , we be lieve you have r ecognized
the deve lopment t he publica t i on ha s
made f rom i ts inception, under t he
d i r ec t i on of editors Jim and Lee
Kaiser. With your he l p i t will
cont inue to grow . The News l e tt er
needs your articles, p ictures and
s ugges t ions .

of Mol i ne , I l l inoi s ,
He was t he husband of

an ADCA member s i nce

Charl es Ki ng ,
died recent ly .
Lavonne Ki ng,
1985.

1982 San Franc isco, CA. - Len Blumin
1983 Naper v i l l e , IL . - Loret t a Nemec
1984 Waverly, Iowa - Ar nie Fredrick
1985 St. Charles, MO. - Debbie Fe l l enz
1986 Minneapolis, MN . - Jim&Lee Kaiser

The sixth annua l Antique Doorknob
Collectors of America convention wi l l
be held from September 24 to September
27, 1987 in Des Moines , I owa accor d i ng
to Al St ill, convention chairman.

The event will be held i n the
Sheraton Inn Located on Hickman Road .
Complete information will be given in
the July 1987 issue of The Doorknob
Collector.

The Antique Doorknob Col lectors of
America was formed as a non- profi t
organization at a meeting of
collectors brought together by Arn i e
Fredrick in September 1981 at Waverly,
Iowa. In each of t he following years a
convent ion has been he l d by the club .
Fol lowing is a l i s t of convent i on
sights in previous years and t he
chairperson:

Al Still , 1987 Convention Chairm an .
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Qfmblenlutir jE' n0 US
By Len Blumin

( EDITOR ' S NOTE : The followin g is a supplement to Len's ex c l l e n t hook ,
VI CTORIAN DECORATIVE AR~, and additional supplements will app e a r as a
regu l a r f eature . )

A gr eat varie ty of knob desi gns
wer e pr odu c ed at th e s p e c i a l request
of a cus tomer . There s o - called
" embl emat i c " knob s were ordered b y
schools, ho t els , seats of
gov e r nment , frate rnal societies,
c orpora tions, and c ou n t l e ss other
ent i ties . Victorian Decorative Art
did n ot c on t a i n an emblematic
sect i on , due to space limitations .
This gr oup of twelve knobs is
presented as an in i t i a l offering in
the catagory "Emblematic Knobs",
which will b e desi gnated by the

let t er "2," followed by a numb e r , in
keeping with the nu meric a l system of
Vic tori an Decorative Art .

It see ms that the se knob s wer e
produc ed as e a r l y as t he 18 70 's , b ut
clearly ga i n ed gr e a t es t p opul a r i t y
i n the period 1890 to 19 10 . Mo st of
the major hardware companie s were
capable of filling s uc h cu stom
orders. The diversity and beauty in
the emblematic category is s uch t hat
they would make a f ine field of
specialization for a collector so
inclined.

Se a l o f the United States .
Ru s s ell and Erwin , 1890 ' s .
Sa i d to be the Seal of the 0-101
U. S . Army, b u t I suspect that
it i s really a more broadly
defined emblem.

Se al of the Depar t men t of the
Tr e a s ur y . Th i s knob is said to
have c ome f rom on e of the U. S .
Mints. A fa i r l y wide v a r i e t y
of Tr e as ury Se a l knobs have
surfa ced .

- 4-

0 - 10 2



Flag knob . Manu f acturer and
signifi canc e unk nown. The
pennant above the kn ob carries
the motto : "This we'll
defend" . I ha ve tried wi t hout
s ucce ss to trace t he motto. A
free copy of VICTORIAN
DECORATIVE ART t o the first
reader who ident i fi es it.

Sea l of the City of San
Francisco. "Oro en pa z , fierro
en guerr a" (Gol den in peace,
i r on in war ). This knob is
typi cal of the genre, in that
t he t r ue s ea l of the city or
s ta t e if faithfully cop i ed on
the knob f ace.

Sea l of the County of New
Jersey. The woman on the porch
has just been shot by the man
wi t h the r i f l e . Perhaps a
reader can supply the details.
Sure l y this is t he only knob
dep i c t i ng the scene of a
murder .

The Commodor e ( Hot el), New
York. Mos t hotel op t ed for
re l a t i vely s imple
mono- gr amma tic knobs , but a
f ew l i ke t h i s one provi de more
v is ual int er est. Probably the
ma j ority of l ar ge hotels f r om
t he t urn of t he c en t ur y ha ve
either been demolished or
ex t ensive l y renovated,
account ing f or the fairly
br oad s e lect ion of hotel knobs
a cces s i bl e to the collector .

-5-

0 - 103

0-104

0-105

0-106



,....----._ ...
your col lect i on ~Le

be and \/hile be in
policy cove rs
ever it may
trans por t ed .
Cover i ng your collec tion unde r your

homeown I':S pol icy i s probably the
eas ies t. Hany i ns ur ance compan i e s ma~'

not appr ecia t e t he value of ant i que
doorknob collec tion a nd may not i s s ue
a "fl oat r " type of pol icy . You or
your i ns urance agent may need t o
check \'l i t h sever ul insur at ce
compan i es be f or e you f i nd the
coverage your want.

No mutter how you cove r your
COllection you wi ll need t o keep
accur ate an d t hor ough r eco rds t o be
uble t o pur chase t he proper amount
and t ypes of i ns ur ance and t o make
c l a i m se t t l ement eas i e r shoul d a l oss
occur . !'fai nta i ning an i nvent or y o f
your collec t i on i s impor t unt [ or
i ns ur ance pur poses . You may want t o
s uppl ement the i nventory wi th
phot oqr aphs or i deo t apes .

I n orde r to exped i t e c l aim handl i ng
"hen a los s occurs i t i s a good i de
t o ask your ag ent to have you r
compan y r ss pond in \..r it i ns! as to how
t hey wi Ll, handl e a cl.a im on you
COllect i on . (i . e . , val ue p i.d ,
i.n f orma t i on needed f r om you and any
ot he r procedur es they have tha t you
need t o be awar e of . )

I f you have uny questi ons about
i ns ur ance for y ur col l ec t i on or
c la i ms wr i t e a l e t t e r t o t he editor
\'l i t h your ques t ion or con er n .

Insuring Your Collection
B y D a v i d Ka is e r

cOl l ecti ons can be
or damage from most

of two t ypes of

Ant i que Door knob
cover ed for l oss
event s by one
polic ies ,

The firs t i s the "homeowne r 's"
policy t hat mos t peopl e wi Ll, already
have t o cover t he ir home , pe r sona l
property and l iab i l i t y . This pol i cy
cover s the va l ue of door knobs f or
comnon types of l os ses s uch as fi re ,
wi nd , smoke , vandal ism, water damage ,
co llapse of t he house , ex pl os i on and
damage from veh i c l es and a i r c ra f t .
This policy wi Ll, a lso cover your
collec t i on wh i Le be i ng t r ans port ed
and whi l e l ocate ] a\ y from your
home , a l t hough f or a l i mited amount.

The va lue of the door knob wi I L be
the cos t t o pur chas e a r epl acement
door knob of L i .ke kind , cond i t i on and
qual i t y . I f ano t he r s i mi l a r door knob
i s unava i l able the es t i mat ed cos t of
r epl ac i ng t he door kn ob , i f one \'le r e
ava ilabl e wi Ll. be bas is f or c l im
settlement . It i s ext remely i mportant
that you r ev i e\'! the amount of
i ns urance f or persona l pr oper t y t ha t
is provided by your homeovn1er s
policy . t he amount i s gener a lly equa l
t o 5CJ% of t he amount of i ns ur ance on
t he hous e i t s If. Thi s amount may not
be s uf fi c i ent to cove r t he aggr ega t e
va lue of your co l l ec t ion and your
ot her pe rsonal proper t y s uch as
fun i tur e, c l ot hi ng and appliances.
Thi s ;:lmount of i ns ur ance can be
incr eased.

The ot her common policy used to
cover door knob cOllec t i ons i s a
"per sona l pr oper ty f l oa t e r . " This
t ype of pol i cy covers col l ec t i ons
ag i ns t mor types of l os ses an d may
be more expens i ve . Thi s t~)e of
pol i cy i s also used t o cove r co i ns ,
s amps, j ewel r y, f ur s , f i ne ar t s and
ant i ques . If you cu rrently have thi s
t ype of pOl icy your col l ec t ion shoul d
be added to i t . The pol i cy wi l l
i ns ure the val ue of your c llec tion
s t a t ed f or each i t em on a l i s t you
provi de , or may be wr i t t en up to
cove r a s ta t ed l i mi t ($25 or $30 ) per
i t ern of a combi na tion of bot.h (up t o
$30 f or any one doorknob and $100 for
a s pec i fi c doorknob .) This type of
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Highways to a Doorkn.ob
By Mildred C. Br i ght

Ear l y in t he 1940 ' s we l earned t o
l ove the Arizona Highways magaz i ne
with i ts stories and scenes of Ari zona

its mountains , lakes, deser ts , rock
format ions, I nd i an ru ins, canyons and
valleys its magnif i c ient , bl ue s ky
and glor ious sunset s that makes
s i l houe t t e s of t he palm tree s and
mountains .

All this t i me as years unf ol ded we
have been subscr ibers t o t he Ar izona
Highways and have vis ited many of t he
pl aces that the articles in t he
magazines descr i bed i n pic t ur es and in
words . We became av i d collectors of
the magaz ine . Some t imes i n ord er to
get a specific issue t ha t f eatur ed
Indian pottery , rugs, trade beads ,
j ewe l r y, ar t baske t s or history we
needed to buy a number of t he
magaz ines to get the one we sought .
Soon we had a collect ions i nc l udi ng
issues and or vo lumes f r om 1938 to
1985 . We cont i nue to seek ones t o f il l
in to make a compl e t e se t from i ts
beg inning 1925 to the pre sen t day.

In 1985 Arizona Hig hways celebrated
its 60 anni ver s ar y by ha ving an open
house and a f l ea market of magaz ine
trading, we did a roaring busines s
s i nce lie coul d offer old black and
white ones and al so t he l a t er one s
that wer e in color ( t he fi rst f u l l
color i s su e was December , 1946 .)

After the 60 ann iversary
celebration , interes t was aroused i n
info rmat ion about col lector s and
co llections . In Augus t 1986 Ar izona
Highwa ys pub lished an article about
them . We were i nclud ed and p i c tured i n
the article . The arti cl e mentioned
t ha t we col l ec t ed r ailroad nai l s,
spikes and a lso barbwire .

Per haps you are wondering how t his
has anyt hi ng to do with doorknob
collect ing s i nce t he article d i d not
ment ion that we collec t doorknob s .

- 7-

One Arizona Highways subscriber ,
Edi th Mar t in, who r ead the art icle ,
lives in Westmorland, California.
Through t he Arizona Highways, a letter
from Edith Mar t i n reached us . She told
us about a r a i l r oad spike she had from
t he s i l ver mine a t Los Florez , Baja
California, Mexi co . She wanted to send
us the spike for our collect ion.

Our ap prec i ation note said we would
like to have the spike since we have
an old ore cart from an Arizona mine .
The cart i s mounted on a short narrow
gauge t r ack as it was used at the
mi ne. A post script mentioned we a lso
co llect door knobs . Soon a package with
t he spike arrived, i n the box was also
a very plain iron doorknob and a very
interesting history of the knob . This
doorknob had been on a main l i v i ng
quarters of the Hac ienda s t yl e ranch
home of Harold Bell Wright , author of
"The Wi nning of Barbara Worth , " a
stor y about the f irst settlers in
Imperial Valley .

Edi t h Martin told t ha t about 1916 ,
dur i ng Wor l d War I, Harold Bel l Wrig ht
invited t he Imperial Valley Chapter of
the American Red Cros s to use his
prem i s es for a war bond rally. Edi th
Martin was s e l ected as one of the 10
year old gir ls to be dressed as a Red
Cro ss nurse and wal k among t he crowd
to s e ll Saving Stamps and Liberty
Bonds .



HIGHWAYS (con tinued)

Abou t 196 0 , t h e Ha r o l d Bell Wright
r a nch changed ownership and later was
a bandone d t o be demol i shed . Ed i t h
Mar tin a s k ed t he workers f or a
door kn ob.

Edith Mar tin 's fam i ly p i oneered in
I mper ial Va l l ey af t e r having mov ed
t here f r om Pa l omas , Ar i z ona . Her
f a th er had wor ked on t he old Moh awk
Cana l in Arizona in the 1840 's .

Th is is the s t ory of a strange r ou t e
that a door knob f o l l owe d t o rea ch two
member s of the An t i q ue Door knob
Co l lec t or s of Amer i c a. (Ed i tor ' s note:
The Br i gh t s are int e r es t e d in h e a r i ng
from anyone "hav i n g o l d issues of
ARIZONA HI GHWAYS . )

Alle n a nd Janet Still had a m aj or
porti on of the ir c ollec t i on on
dis pl ay a t t he Franklin Ave. Libra ry
in Des Mo in es e a rlier this yea r.

An art teac h er from a loca l hi gh
school was so i mpressed wi th t he m
as an art form she photographe d
eac h knob ind ividually to show her
a rt cl asses.
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Steve G Barbara Menchhofe r 's collection
was on display at the Spe e dwa y, Indi a na,

local lib ra r y recently.

LETTERS

House is Fre e
What do y ou l ook f or j n doorknobs ,

age or be a u ty? We have a couple dozen
in Sc ot t s b l uff , Ne braska, we wan t a
hundred thousand for them and wi l l
throw i n the house they are attached
to .

G.W.( Doc) Embr e e
Gr a n t Pass , OR .

Want s a Se t t e r
If by any chanc e , you know of

anyone who has or ( knows ) whe r e
ava i l able, the Door knob of t h e I r i s h
Setter , on page 10 of The Door knob
Co l l ector ( Octobe r 1986 ) I would li ke
o ne for my col l e ction as we hav e had
Irish Set t ers for many ye a r s .

Fr e d Magnus
Ft. My e r s Be a c h FL .

CLASS I FI ED AD SECTION

Members are reminded that yo ur dues
entit les y ou t o a dverti s it ems f or
sale, t r ade or want e d at no c ha r ge .
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