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T onuention News

DEBBIE & DOLORES FELLENZ SAY
"MEET ME IN ST. LOUIS"

The fifth annual convention of the A D C A will be
held September 20, 21, and 22, 1985. It will take place
at Noah's Ark Motor Inn and Restaurant, St. Charles,

Missouri.

St. Charles is located about 25 miles (30 minutes)
from St. Louis. There are lots of things to do and see
in the St. Louis area so, if possible, plan on stayin
longer. The weather in September is usually warm (70'5%
but unpredicable.

The registration fee for the weekend is $45/single
or $75/couple. This includes two dinners, two cocktail
parties and a table in the display room.

Room rates at the Motor Inn will be $38/single or
double occupancy. A registration form 1is enclosed.
Please indicate the nights you will be staying and res-
ervations will be made for you.

The house tour will cost $5.00/person, in order to
pay for the bus rental. Please indicate if you plan to
attend this event so we will kunow what size bus to re-
serve. Payment will be collected on the day of the tour.

Father Pepper of Waverly, ITowa will again be pres-
ent for our invocation.

REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS AUGUST 1ST 1985

The Doorknob Collector is published by the Antique Doorknob Collectors of America, Inc.

Editors: Lee & Jim Kaiser, 4125 Colfax Avenue South, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55409



1985 CONVENTION SCHEDULE

Thursday, September 19th:

Early arrivals gather in the Hospitality Room.

Friday, September 20th:

9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. Setup, Register ltems for Auction
Noon -1 p.m. Lunch, On Your Own

5:30 - 6:30 p.m. Happy Hour

6:30 - 7:30 p.m. Dinner

7:30 - 8:30 p.m. Maudie's Slide Show

8:30 - 9:30 p.m. Auctilon

Saturday, September 2lst:

9 a.m. - Noon Trading, Display Contest
Noon -1 p.m. Lunch, On Your Own
1:00 - 5:00 p.m. Open to the Public
5:30 - 6:30 p.m. Happy Hour
6:30 - 7:30 p.m. Dinner
7:30 - 8:30 p.m. Talk by Clarissa Start
(Local Author & Antique Dealer)
8:30 - 10:00 p.m. Movie - "MEET ME IN ST. LOUIS"

Sunday, September 22nd:

9 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. Question & Answer Period

10:00 - Noon Business Meeting

Noon - 1:00 p.m. Lunch, On Your Own (Packup)

1:00 - 5:00 p.m. House Tour - Old St. Charles &
St. Louis Homes

6:00 p.m. - 777 Open House - Debbie's House!:




1985 CONVENTICN DISPLAY COMPETITION

CLASS I  METALLIC

CLASS II NON=METALLIC

Any metal knob or knobs, brass

or iron, cast or wrought, plain RED TAG

or fancy

Any material other than metal.

Glass, wood, plastic, ceramic. YELLOW TAG
Any and all displays eligible BLUE TAG

CLASS III BEST OF SHOW

Displays are limited in size to fit on the table-top furnished for each member
(approximately 30" x 72"). Number of knobs not important, can be one or 100.

If escutcheon plates are used in combipation with knobs, they must be matched

sets.

All class I and II displays will include only the tagged items. Each member
may bring as many entries as desired in either or both catagories.

Class I displays can be all brass, all iron, or can be a combination of both.

Class Il displays can be all glass, all ceramic, or can be a mixture of

various non-metallic materials.

Class III displays will include the entire

display of the member.

A numbered tag of appropriate color will be furnished for each display.

Voting will be done by tag color, number, and name of member. Ballots will

be distributed at the convention.

Ballots will be counted prior to the public open house, and award plagues

will be presented to the winning displays.

Traders and items for sale will not be included in the displays, but should
be arranged attractively and marked as such.

Vince Noe
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Item from the East Liverpool, Ohio "Evening Review"

An event called the "doorknob toss™
will be brought back as an activity
of the 18th annual Tri-State Pottery
Festival - and a local pottery will
have to begin manufacturing porcelain
doorknobs again so participants will
have something to toss.

Homer Laughlin China Co. worker
Harold "Sonny" Rayle said the event
was last held in 1978 or 19759 and
was discontinued because naobody
makes porcelain doorknobs anymore.

3

The last time the event was staged,
workers waded out in the Ohio River
to dig old, rejected doorknobs out

of the riverbottom.

Rayle showed the association a door-
knob blank which Homer Laughlin will
make especially for the competition.

In the toss, participants toss door-
knobs into one-pound coffee cans
from a distance of 30 feet.



CLUB KNOB DESIGN CONTEST PARTICULARS

After due consideration, an advisory panel unanamously established the September
convention date as the deadline for accepting entries for the club knob design
contest. ‘

The prize for the winning entry, membership and convention registration for one
year, should be sufficient inducement, that even the Teast artistic among us will
be motivated to submit an entry! The winner need not attend the convention to claim
the prize.

Membership voting on the entries will occur at the convention, followed immediately
by counting of the ballots and announcement of the winner.,

The winning design will not automatically become the club logo, but could qualify
at the time the membership votes on an official Togo.

The following entries, submitted by a club member, were self-labeled "doodles"
but certainly are worthy of the consideration they will receive as bona-fide
entries. Eight entries have been received to date. Remember, more than 1 design
may be submitted per person.

Last months hint was that the club's initials might conceivably form part of the
design - this months hint, well-taken, submitted by a discerning member, is that
the rank and file outside doorknob circles would not be able to decipher the in-
itials, and that the club name, in full in the design, might better serve the club.

I regret that Charles Wardell's name, as being a co-worker on this project, was
inadvertantly omitted in the announcement of the contest.

Because of the deadline date and this being the last newsletter before the con- ‘
vention, and the determination to move ahead quickly with the project, it will

not be possible to print all of the entries for the entire membership's vote be-

fore the selection of the winning design.

Continue to send submissions to: Maudie Eastwood, Project Chairman, 3900 Latimer
Road No., Tillamook, Oregon 97141.
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MEMBERSHIP, JUNE 1985 - ANTIQUE DOORKNOB COLLECTORS OF AMERICA

ALABAMA CALIFORNIA (Cont.) IDAHO INDIANA
Elizabeth Lampson Mountain View Door Closer Alex Kunkel Steve & Barbara
1325 Laurence St Key and Lock Service Star Route Menchhofer
.m.mgham AT 35210 171 Castro St Twin Falls Id 83301 5538 West 25th
AR1ZONA Mountain View Ca 94041 FLLINOIS Speedway Ind 46224
Walter & Mildred Bright . _ Lillian & Richard Tel: 317-291-6043
11 East Papago Drive Melinda Nichols Balasa
Tempe Az 85281 1220 Meade Ave 2060 Carleton A.G. Terry Shaffer
San Diego Ca 92116 Hoffman Estates 5688 No. Broadway St
Denise Green I11inois 60195 Indianapolis Ind 46220
3902 W. Tierra Buena Ln frank Peters Tel: 317-253-5203
Phoenix Az 85023 495 Carr Ave Ralph & Florence Wk: 317-875-8755
Tel: 602-938-1164 Aromas Ca 95004 Chelin JOWA
Tel: 408-722-6090 RR 5 James P. Anderson
John- & Chlorene Holland Princeton I1 61356 1104 - 5th St. N.U.
3434 No 47th Way Pete & Violet Raffin Waverly Ia 50677
Phoenix Az 85018 990 So. 6th St Jeff Francik .
Tel,: 602-840-1945 San Jose Ca 95112 324 So Fairfield Ave Helen & Bill Byington
Tel: 408-298-5935 Lombard IT 60148 415 Magowan Ave
Marjorie & Emmet Wiemer ) Iowa City Ia 52240
Box 3088 Matylda Richey Bruce Griffith
Sedona Az 86340 428 Qrchard Ave 2135 W. Caton St Mr. & Mrs. Donald Cook
Tel: 602-282-4516 Arroyo Grande Ca 93420 Chicago I1 60647 Box 121
ARKANSAS Tel: 805-489-7186 Webster City 1Ia 50595
Jim Meadows Glen & Junella Leach
10317 Meandering Way Betty Rothaermel 42 Nottingham Road Jack Cooney
Ft. Smith Ark 72903 Box 2074 Springfield I1 62704 105 So. 3rd Ave
CAL IFORNI A Newport Beach Ca 92663 Tel: 217-546-8442 Villisca Ia 50864
tty Kay Bjornsen
9 %3 yBIOTnSe Carlos Ruiz Stefan Lys Jr. Mr. & Mrs. Dave Dvorak
endale Ca 91209 1232 Fountain St 4412 No Ashland 747 Alpine Drive
Alameda Ca 94501 Chicago I1 60640 Iowa City Ia 52240
Len & Patti Blumin . ' .
382 Throckmorton Ave Kent Stormer Roger Merenkov Arnie & Tedi Fredrick
Mill valley Ca 94941 175 Byron St 3807 So. East Ave 221 - 2nd St S E
Tel: 415-388-4990 Palo Alto Ca 94301 Berwyn I1 60402 Waverly 1Ia 50677
Tel: 319-352-4070
Cameron Brown Clifford Stroing Loretta & Ray Nemec Wk: 319-352-1575
Box 1283 Box 74 1424 Heatherton Drive
San Juan Bautista Elk Creek Ca 95939 Naperville 11 60540 gg?ald &]Ardythe Leaders
Ca 95045 Bud & Maraaret Wolski Tel: 312-357-2381 Jeroleman
ricnnel Brun 6190 - 1B pue Wk: 312-840-3309 Dunlap Ia 51529
u
30 Club Drive %gg!eg?g?7gg_322205 Florence & Vincent Noe Max & Barbara Liesman
. 4004 Oxford
San Carlos Ca 94070 Wk: 213-759-0344 402 W. Walnut St X
COLORADD Metamora I1 61548 Des Moines Ia 50313
Za;rpgog?ayL M. Gustafson Tel: 309-367-4733 Tel: 515-243-4025
jen ane .
Navato CZ 94947 $2gsefo Eg?gdggz]o David Olafsen Eugene Morris
CONNEGT ICUT 20048 Free Church Rd Box 467 o Ls 50836
?;g;g Egnqre e Ed & Flicka Thrall Caledonia I1 61011 Forest City Ia
uise Av 145 Chamberlain Rd ] .
Los Angeles Ca 90066 Arthur R Paholke Al Still
° Broad E[gnggt 06016 5208 So Christiana Ave SOZOM-_4Oth ?t 50310
Mrs Fritz Fleischer  rreq g Ethladel Magnus Chicago T1 60632 Tg?: 212?277—3382

3 Paseo del Cajon 370 yashington Court
Pleasanton Ca 94566  Fort Myers Beach Roy & Dorothy Schourek
Florida 33931 3217 - 15th st 'C!
Edwin & Lois Hutchings Tel:. 813-463-9216 Moline I1 61265
1576 Parker Court
Napa  Ca 94559 5



MEMBERSHIP, JUNE 1985 - ANTIQUE DOORKNOB COLLECTORS OF AMERICA

KANSAS
Ed Bauler
317 East 15th
Wellington Ks 67152
MARYLAND
Richard & Lois Simons
20113 Darlington Dr
Gaithersburg Md 20879
MICHIGAN
Florence Jarvis
127 Prospect Ave N E
Grand Rapids Mi 49503

Norman & Evelyn Nichols

1423 Williamsburg Rd

Flint Mi 48507
MINNESOTA

Charles & Elva Bednar

1132 West Roselawn

St Paul Mn 55113

Steve Blumberg
1605 Hennepin Ave
Minneapolis Mn 55404

E.P. & Irma Dick
6815 So. Humboldt
Richfield Mn 55423

Jim Huntsman
416 So. 4th St
Stillwater Mn 55082

Lee & Jim Kaiser

4125 Colfax Ave So.
Minneapolis Mn 55409
Tel: 612-827-7080

Wk: 612-827 5677

Martin & Harriet Meldahl
1103 Missouri Ave
Duluth Mn 55811

Charles Meskin
819 East Franklin
Minneapolis Mn 55404

Gene Moen
4813 Vincent Ave So
Minneapolis Mn 55410

Bradley Widseth

732 E. 16th St. #24
Minneapolis Mn 55404
MISSOUR|

Debbie Fellenz
2216 Cherokee St
St Louis Mo 63118
Tel: 314-776-8363

MISSOURI (Cont.)
Wm. & Dolores Fellenz
439 No Euclid
St Louis Mo 63108

NEBRASKA
Alice Chadonich
4701 Harrison St
Omaha Ne 68157

Dorothy Ann Miller
8074 Cedar St
Omaha Ne 68124
NEVADA
Jean P. Hand
870 Antelope Road
Reno Nv 89506
NEW JERSEY
Allen & Gunilla Joslyn
249 Valley Road
Montclair N J 07042
NEW YORK
Donald Pearson
3 College St
Canton N Y 13617
NORTH CAROLINA
Wingate Anders
34 Hollywood St
Asheville N C 28801

Donathan Boothe
Box 30864
Charlotte N C 28230

Roddy & Caroline Brown
1252 Andover Road
Charlotte N C 28211
Tel: 704-364-5084

Wk: 704-554-1421

Charles W. Wardell

Box 195
Trinity N C 27370
Tel: 919-434-1145

NORTH DAKOTA
Lois & Phillip Warrey
Box 3
Page N D 58064

OHIO

Carol K. Meermans
30516 Maple Drive
Bay Village Oh 44140

Bunny Walker
Box 502
Bucyrus Oh 44820

Wooden Nickle Antiques
1408 Central Parkway
Box 991531

Cincinnati Oh 45202

OREGON
Dean & Edith Campbell
612 No. Meridian
Newberg Or 97132

Maudie Eastwood

3900 Latimer Road No.
TilTamook Or 97141
Tel: 503-842-2244

Lynn Fowler
8070 S E 13th Ave
Portland Or 97202

Don & Elaine Shreve
8550 S.W. Holly Lane
Portland Or 97223

Bill & Marge Varitz

17828 S. Robinview Ct.

W. Linn Or 97068
PENNSYLVANIA

Pat Cody

2100 Forrester Ave

Holmes Pa 19043

Tel: 215-586-4382

Steven Stabley

RD2 Box 72

Wrightsville Pa 17368
TENNESSEE

Janice C. Shelton

2003 Williamsburg Sq

Johnson City Tn 37601

VERMONT

Judge & Mrs Alden Bryan

68 N. Williston Rd.

Williston Vt 05495

Louis A. Toepfer

Box 666

Saxtons River Vt 05154
WASHINGTON

George Doyle

3700 Elizabeth Ave #131

Olympia Wa 98501

Tel: 206-491-6312

David T. Keyes
3516 No. 33rd St
Tacoma Wa 98407
Tel: 206-759-8482
Wk: 206-535-7576

Cathy Moes
823 South Wilson
O0lympia Wa 98501

WASHINGTON (Cont.)

Darrell Razor

Box 456

Bellevue Wa 98009
Tel: 206-883-0118
Wk: 206-454-5472

Art Smith

936 No. 76th St

Seattle Wa 98103
WISCONSIN

Lois Hatch

342 So. 23rd

LaCrosse Wi 54601

Tel: 608-782-8741

Robert Miller
Box 565
Walworth Wi 53184

Dan & Judy Peterson
Rt 2-5372 Mahocker Rd
Mazomanie Wi 53560

Kae & Ray Zyc

1042 Milton Ave
Janesville Wi 53545
Tel: 608-754-2643

WYOMING

Pauline Schultz

Box 253 '
Midwest Wy 82643



Just how in the world could I follow Art Paholke, with his fabulous collection?
Well, I can't. By far his is the most outstanding collections I've seen. So
instead, I'll have to tell just how I started with the following,

DOORKNOB COLLECTING
by Loretta Nemec

Throughout 1ife everyone collects
something. Be it rubber bands on
the doorknob, or buttons. As a
child we start picking up fasci-
nating rocks found in our backyard.
When going to the beach we can't
resist picking up an interesting
shell, from one shell to another
until we have our fill, At home
we separate our treasure, Do we
stop or does our quest continue
into the library?

As a twelve year old child I was
impressed by a little black jet
knob with its rose and escutcheon
plate, all the way to the matching
hinges on the doors of my mother's
house. After getting married and
buying our first house in 1955, I
realized that no longer was there
any craftsmanship put into the

"Modern House.'" Gone was the skeleton key. The key hole was replaced by a door-
knob with a little hole in it for the key. We were MODERNIZING,

I longed for the little black jet knob. With a little encouragement, I got the
knob, rose, plate and hinges from my mother, which satisfied me for a long time.
Years passed, my parents were gone, the house in Chicago is decaying with age,
but T still have the knob tucked away amoung my souveniers, In reminiscing, I
brought out the knob and put it on display with a few straw flowers and a little
black ribbon on the shank. Gradually, I picked up a few more knobs to decorate
and give to friends. Soon, others caught my eyes, from white porcelain to the
brown pottery, to glass, to brass. Yes, the quest was on. Friends started
bringing me doorknobs. Soon they were on display on shelves, tables and window
sills, It was a conversation piece instantly when anvone entered my house.

I thought I was the only one collecting doorknobs, much to my surprise I ran
across an Anita Gold's column that mentioned there had been a book available on
antique doorknobs, by Maude Eastwood. I couldn't wait till the book arrived. I
will always be thankful to Maude for publishing that first book, and to Arnie
Fredrick for all his efforts in getting the first gathering of collectors in
1981 and spear headed the orginazation of the Antique Doorknob Collector's club.



LORETTA'S FAVORITES continued

What started out as a retirement hobby seems to have jumped the gun. I present-
ly am doing my retirement dream along with being a full time secretary for
Fermi Laboratory, a wife to Ray for 30 years, mother of four grown children and
grandmother of one. My husband and children have been helpful in my search,
along with fellow workers who have found knobs for me. (On one occasion had
brought an entire five panel door into the office just so I could have the knob)

My favorite knob is the one I found in a little antique shop in Oswego, Ill.
It is a solid 14 oz. brass knob with the vermiel bee on it. It originally came

from Belgium. In researching it, apparently when Napoleon became emperor he
picked the bee as his symbol for industry, hard work, dedication and team work,
hence the bee was used to decorate practically everything. The bee knob could

have come from any one of the palaces Napoleon used in Versailles, Malmaison,
Compiegne, St. Cloud, Rambouillet, or Fontainebleau or any one of the palaces

of his Marshals. My search also took mo to the Napoleonic Society in Florida,
and countless books. (Next to Christ, Napoleon has had the most works written
about him.) My search will not be complete until I find out where this knob
came from,
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A tapistry, once in
Bonaparte's study at
the Tuileries and
now at Malmaison,

is rich in Napoleonic
and Roman imperial
symbolism: eagles,
imperial crowns,
laurel wreaths, his
monogram and bees.
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LORETTA'S FAVORITES continued

Another favorite knob is the "Indian"
that reportedly came from the Mizpah
Hotel.

I feel there must be a story behind
the Indian as there would be for any
figural knob.

Additional documentation would be most
welcome.

This porcelain knob with the National
Fire Insurance Company mname embossed
in it, came from a fireman who collects
antique fire fighting equipment.

This I believe, is a fairly rare type
of proprietary knob.

My son picked up this old iron
hexagon knob in an antique shop
in Cartage, Illinois.

Glass knobs also turn my fancy,
I would love to add a Waterford
crystal knob to my collection.

What I enjoy most are the wonderful people I have met through collecting and
being a member of the club. The club has opened numerous DOORS for me, and as
John Holland once said, "doorknob collectors are the cadillac of collectors."

As for the size of my collection, I would place myself as one of the smaller
collectors. I have about 300 knobs. To those who have small collections, it's
not the amount of knobs you possess, it's more the knowledge you have acquired
from collecting them.

Collecting to me is like hunting: I never quite know what I'll find. The search
is satisfying enough. It's not what it's worth in dollars. It's the pride of
ownership...... ..It's priceless.



HORE VARIATIONS
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