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"MORE IN EIGHTY-FOU R" was ju s t th at , the bi ggest and best yet. The four th annual
conventi on of the Antiq ue Door knob Col l ecto r s of America ret urned to Waver ly ,
Iowa , on Sept ember 21, 22, 23, under the able cha i rmanship of Arn ie Fredr i ck.

Things couldn't have s ta r t ed out on a better note, as we lea r ned on ar r ival from
a beami ng Ar nie of the r ecent birth of their gran d- daughter. We were sorry that
t hi s caused Tedi to mi ss our meetin g, but look fo rward t o seei n ~ her next year.
We weren't sur e what pleased Arnie mor e , t he new birth, or his subsequent acq
ui s it ion of the coveted "Doggie" knob on trading day, .

But - first t hings f i rs t. Openi ng day witnessed a tremendous sal e of the "Co dy
Co llecti on" . Member s were abl e to select choi ce pieces of an as to undi ng quantity
of kn obs and related har dware made avai l abl e by Mr. Patrick Cody, of Ho lmes, Pa.
ADCA woul d like t o exten d t o Pat our mo s t sincere appreciation for his effort s in
th i s regard, c l ear ly motivated by a des i r e t o see his treasurers go t o seri ous
coll ec tors, rather than t he easi er route of the t'et ail market. That evening was
capped by a fabulo lls auction of th e r emai nder of the collection, conducted by a
most ta l ent ed auct ioneer, Col. L.W. Andressen. The even ing was f urt her enl ivened
by dinner , feat uri ng a tuneful bles s i ng from Father David Pepper, foll owed by an
i nf ormat i ve di scuss i on of t he odyssey we traveled in obta i ni ng t ax-free st atu s,
gi ven by th e accompl i shed steersman of th at journey, James P. Anderson.

Satur day t he 22n d wa s trading day, and matters progressed in a smooth and le i s
ure ly f ashi on, apparent ly to the del ight of al l . Members not having hardware t o
trade were able to purchase f ine hardware from several member-dealers who brought
plentiful sto cks of fine of f er i ngs . In the even i ng we were honored by a grac iou s
welcome fr om the mayor of Waver ly, the Honorab le Evelyn Rathke. Dinner was follow
ed by a beaut i f lJ l s l i de- show and t a l k given by Dr. and Mrs. Maynar d Ander son, on
the s ubj ect of Art Nouveau.

Sunday came too quickly . We opened with a most informative talk by Charlie Bedn ar
which we hope will appear in these pages soon, as hi s method f or careful cleanin g
of hardware seems unsurpassed . Maudie followed with an enlighteni ng disc uss i on of
our "root s" as an organ ization, along with some advise on how to s uccee d i n pre
sent i ng oneself as an "exper t " to the general public. That very pub lic vi s ited
our displays in the afternoon, as di d the news media from Waterloo.
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Pres i den t 's Mes s a g e c o n t i n ued

The annua l meet i ng was mos t spi r i t ed and informati ve . The cur r ent boar d was r e-
e l ect ed, with t he s i ngl e change of Fl or ence Jarv i s r epl aci ng Ar t Pahol ke . We l - •
come aboar d, Flor ence ! The board subsequent ly el ect ed th e of f i cer s as f ol l ows: ..
Len Bl umi n, Pre s i dent ; Lor et t a Nemec, Vi ce- Pr es i dent ; Lee Kai ser , Secre ta ry 
Tr easur er . Dorot hy Ann Mi l l er wa s appoi nt ed Ar chi vi s t and Secr eta r y-to-t he- board ,
and John Holl and was re- appointed as parl i ament ar i an . The boar d announced the
es ta bl i shment of t he Emi l Mi l l er Memor i a l Li br ar y , whi ch wi l l ser ve as t he offi ci al
l i br ary for AOCA and wi l l be admi nis t ered by t he archi vi st unti l such t ime s a
permanent l ocat i on can be es tabl i shed.

A hear t y "thank you" t o Vi nce Noe , wh o or gani zed our fi r s t compet it i on f or di spl ay
awar ds . "Best Over al l Di spl ay" was won by t he f ancifu l and awesome crea ti ons of
Ed Thr a11, who Vlils gi ven a c lo se r ace by t he mo r e ubdued ye t e l egant wor ks shown
by John and Chl or ene Holl and. Len Blumin ' s "Birds" won th e pr i ze fo r f i gur al di s
pl ay, and Fl oren ce Jar vi s t ook t he awa r d f or bes t di spla y of non-met al i c har dwar e.

The weekend c l osed on a hi gh not e , wi t h a gr aci ous r ecept ion at t he comforta bl e
home of Ar ni e and Tedi. We bid relu ctant goodbyes and pr omi sed t o r enew our fr i end
ships next year in St Lo ui s , wh er e Debbi e and Dol or es Fel lenz have agreed to act
a chai r per sons fo r our 5th Annual Convent i on.

•Hope to see you al l i n St. Loui s . ... The dat es have been se t : Sept . 20 , 21, 22,1 985

In clo s ing, I wo ul d li ke to extend speci al t hanks to th e Ka i ser s . To t he deli ght
of a l l t hey have agreed t o ac t as edi tor s of t he news l etter f or another year .
I hope t hat t hey r ece i ve so muc h suppor t i n th e way of ar t i cles submi t ted th at t hey
wi l l have t o cons i der an expanded f ormat. In addi t i on t o t hei r wo r k on t he news 
l et t er , th ey did a heroi c j ob in arrangi ng f or and supervis i ng t he sale of t he
Cody coll ecti on.

t
....-_ -

!

Charlie Warde l l wi t h his displ ay of
J.B. Schr oder hardware

Wal t er and Mi ldred Br i ght we r e
t he mo s t successful "acqui r er s"
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VINCE NOE, ME TAMOR A, ILLI NOI S

REC OU NTS HIS COLLECTING EXPERIE NCE

I didn ' t start out to collec t
anyth i ng, but as a result of
my locksmi t h bus iness begi n
ni ng in about 1970, I began
t o save old keys that came
my way . Event ually I picked
up a f ew ol d padlo cks , doo r
locks and knobs . It did n't
ta ke me long to r ea l i ze the
beaut y in th i s old har dwar e ,
and I started to concentr ate
on door knobs , escutcheons
and sur fa ce locks with cer 
am i c knobs ..

We haunt flea markets and
ant ique shops, even on
vacations. These are my
pr imary supply sources.

I am now over the 400 ma r k in di f f erent designs and variations. I also buy other
items such as slid i ng or pocket door pulls and lock s , hinges, cabinet knobs and
pull s , or most anyth i ng th at comes alo ng. I am always t ryin g to find new and novel
ways to mount my hardware. I have used severa l s i zes of pl aques , book-ends, lamps,
a clock, an expanding coat rac k and canes.

I have made up a catalog f i le of my collection on 5x8 cards. Having some drafting
exper ience, I make sket ches of the face and side view of each knob and include al l
ident i fying informat ion I can f i nd, inc l udi ng cost , where and when acquired, and
if I have duplicates. Ma ud's and Len 's boo ks have been very hel pfu l in identifying
and catal ogi ng my kn obs .

I learned about the club when it was ment ioned i n one of my locksm ith magaz i nes
and joined right away. Unt il th en I had no i dea that th er e wer e so many knobber s
ar ound. We have made a lot of good f r i ends through the club, and have enjoyed
t he assoc i ati on with them.

-- -
•

Lillian Balasa checks Len's book
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Debbie Fellenz with her wares
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"AMI ENS"
Co r b i n

"SALISBURY"
Corbin

Northern Fr ance t he Gothi c
styl e of or nament began to
evolve from t he Romanesq ue.

Thi s new style whi ch owed
i ts or ig in to th e desire
for a f reer. more i nt el lec t 
ual devel opment started
about t he year 1200.

Fro.. a
14' . <tnfary
Manascrlpl

(!latln.I) ,

GOTHI C

Abst r act i ntellectual i deas coupled with
i nt ens i ve, impul sive emotion ali sm and
re l ig io us myst ici sm fo und their expr ssion
in th e development of t he Gothic st yl e.
Ornamen t ati on is always kept in subordination
t o f orm. It never over powers or conceals th e
subsubstructure , on the contrary it is
specially employed to supplemen t and compl ete
the expression of th e form in a harmonious
ma nner .

SCHOOL

The ear ly Got hic ornamantation posses ses much of the
Romanesque conventiona lity and st r ai ght forwardness ,
but is more ref ined. One of the le adi ng elements
ut i l i zed is leaf moul di ng, t he plants al ways bei ng
selec ted f rom nat i ve flora , t he manner in whi ch
t hey are worked bei ng near ly always a pretty sure
gui de as t o th e per i od i n whi ch produced. The
f i gure s of men and animals when emp loyed were
of t en humerous and exaggerated. Th e c lass ic
acant hus gi ves way t o natu ral t ypes of le af and
st em. Oak, i vy, seaweed or kel p and ot her nat ur al
f orms are rep resented, at f i r s t conventiona lly
and t hen in a very real i stic way which at las t
becomes t i r esome.

Door hardwar e des igner s t ended t emph as ize curv
il i near el ements of des i gn in re nder i ng Got hic
pat t erns.

The t r efo il and quat refoi l ar e dis tinguish ing mark s
f t he sty l e, also a roundness and convexity is

app arent. The differen t nat i onal i ti es developed
the i r un ique characteristics but eventually a style
whi ch has vi t al i t y as shown by i t s continued use
reaches its hi ghest pl ane and must necessarily give
way. The t rue spirit of t he Got hi c art died out wit h
th e Mi ddl e Ages . Mys t i cism produced it , sc ience
ki ll ed i t.

"GOTH I A"
Sargen t

"BURGOS"

Russe l l & Erwi n

"DI J ON"
Russel l & Erwin

4



"TRIENT "
Corbin

Manuscr ipt painting

Canopy over t omb of
Edward 11 1

westminster Abbey

Window , Cloister o f
St. Servi a s

Mast richt , Holland

GOTHIC ORNAMENT.

Capi tal from
Cal og ne Cathedral

"KELP"
Yale & Towne

"TULON"
Russel l & Erwin

"ST. MARKS"
Cor b i n

Door , Chapel o f Santiago
o f Santa Mari a

Alcala de Henares , Spain

Window, hou se on
Synagogue St r ee t

Trani, Ital y

"GOTHA"
Reading
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<!Cbarli e Tlilrbtlar

AL THOUGH MANY

OF MY FAVORITES

HAVE ALRE ADY

BE EN PU BLI SHED,

HAVE SELECTED

A FEW MORE,

I REMEMBER THE

SOUR CE OF THEM

ALL - MA NY FROM

ODD PLACES,

C,B,

Thi s knob and escut cheon di spl ay a variety of
des i gn el ement s . The knob on ly is shown in t he
Font ain e( Par i s ) and Guer i n ca ta lo gs . Th e knob
and escut cheon are shown in t he Bayer G ~ rdn e r

Himes cat al og. An a lmost id entical kn ob, but
di f f er ent escut cheon , is shown in the A.G .
Nevlrll n cat a1og.

Purchased fro m a farm t ractor coll ector .
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The Min nesot a St at e Seal
pi ctured on t he Sta te
Ca pi t ol knob ( 1883- 1906)
has its cri t i cs because
it shows a fa rmer wi t h
a gun as an Indi an r i des
by. They also say it i s
imp oss ib l e fo r hi m t o
turn hi s head the way
he is sho wn.

Found in a l amp-lighting
shop.

Th i s l arge heavy knob
pi ctur es a shock of
gr a i n, three sheep, a
plow, scyt he, s ic kl e ,
fork and rake.

Ma nuf actu re r and
wh er e it was used i s
un known.



•
Among my f avor i t es ar e kno bs
wit h bi r d design s even if
only a lowl y cr ow. This knob
i s f rom the Crow Wi ng Co unty
Cour t House, Brai ner d, Mi nn.

Foun d i n a sa l vage yard .

Two excel l ent examp l es of f i ne de i gn an d cast ing.
Yal e and Towne 1884-89

•
A beaut i f ul br i ght copper
knob wi th a bla ck ma t t e .
An eye catcher.

Co r bi n "St. Cloud"
1895 desi gn

Ch i cago Hardware Mfg .
"Or le ns"

Th i s knob is more of a
curiosi t y than a favori t e .

•
Wha t di d th e des igner have
in mi nd? I see somet hing
t hat looks l i ke an octopus
in a spi der web.

Both heavy and bol d.

Di f fer ent but appeal ing des igns in hi gh r l ie f .
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