IDltt -

NOV. -

DEC. 1979

lnnrknnb
<trnlltrtnr
EDITORS' NICHE
We have had a wonderful
summer and are getting back
into the swing of things.
With two girls aged 11 and 14,
organization comes abruptly
the dqy school begins.
• We enjoyed our trip to
Florida and were pleasantly
sur?rised when we arrived at
Disney World to see that all
along Main Street each door
had an antique knob and plate
attached.
We owned several of
the pa tterns but there were
some we hadn't seen before.
We commend Disney for the attention to detail that gave us
such delight.
Returning home we teased
our friends about not telling
us of the beautiful knobs
throughout the Magic Kingdom.
In reality we know only a collectpr would notice this detail. You who live in the
West, are there similar kn obs
at Disneyland?
Early this fall we were
in Conn. and took the oooortunity to visit the Lock- Museum of America and to meet
Torn Hennessy. i·rhi le there, we
saw many familar names in the
guest boo1: so we know many of
you have been there.
Ne also spent an after-

noon with George Doyle and his
wife in W. Hartford, Conn. Enjoyed his collection.
HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
Faye and Rich Kennedy
Editors

COLLECTOR'S CORNER
Tillie Richey of Arrayo
Grande, Cal. relates that it is
~asy to get . hooked on doorknobs.
.
"In 1975 my husband and I
were on our way to Yellowstone to
meet relatives there from Louisiana. We stopped in Reno, Nevada
the first night out. We had dinner in a restaurant that was furnished with all sorts of antiques.
"On the wall of the dining
room, a board about 12" wide and
12' long was hung. This board
held a display of all sorts of
doorknobs. I looked at it in amazement, and said to my husband,
'That's what I'm going to collect
as I won't have much money tied up
in it.' That did it. I was hooked!
"On our return from Yellowstone we stopped in Reno again.
There I ourchased my first 4 doorknobs at antique shops--2 glass
and 2 metal ones.
"That evening we had dinner
with friends. My lady friend

w~s a teacher and they had just
changed the locks on her classroom d6or.
Well, she gave me
one of the doorknobs from her
classroom. Prom then on, it
was all down hill.
we then .
steppe~ at Auburn, Cal. where
I burchased 2 lightly colo~ed
ourple glass ones.
.
- "Mv collection now totals
about 2~0.
By buying a few,
receiving gifts from friends
and relatives, etc. the col-.
lection is groHing. .Little .·
did I realize there were so
many beautiful kinds and designs on doorl-.nobs. Up to this
point a doorkno~ was just
something to open a door with.
·-

I

CORRESPONDENCE
From R. Gentle (Murfreesboro, Tenn.) we hear that he
sets un at the Nashville Flea
Mark.et each month. He offers
all types of door hardware.
His ·own collection consists of
200 knobs, 75 plates and 25
locks.
Frank Peters (Aromas,
Cal.) in addition to being a
doorknob collector has written
a book, FRUIT J AR MANUAL and
wants old canning or fruit
jars in unusual colors or
shapes. Maybe you could get
a knob for a jar.
A request for a slight
change in our format came from
Tillie Richey.
She is keeping
her newsletters in a notebook
and needs more room on the margin for ring binder holes.
Hope this is better for you.

LOCKS
Many of our readers also
collect other door hardware.
Locks are o ften mentioned in
letters to us.
Scott Klemm
(Rialto, cal.) is the Associate Editor of the KEY COLLECTO~S JOURNAL. This publication
contains articles, catalog re-

prints, etc., of interest to key
and lock collectors. They would
welcome articles concerning knobs
from our readers.
Membership in the Key Collectors International includes 5
issues of KEY COLLECTORS JOURNAL.
The inital fee is $15 with dues
set at $10 per year.
If interested write to Don Stewart, PO Box
9397, Phoenix, Arizona, 85068.
we have previously mentioned
the American Lock Museum in Terryvill~~ conn. which we have visited. They have a beautiful collection of knobs including enameled knobs similar to the one
pictured in our last issue.
Another lock museum exists
for those of you who li ve further
west. Locks and Keys Museum is
the private collection of Harvey
W. Sass. It i .s located at 3001
Chicago Rd., Steger, Ill., 60475.
This is the address of Elmer and
Son Locksmith, Inc. He'd love to
have you come by.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
A year ago we published an
article on the knob and plate we
use as our heading. We have
just received this further exolaination from Nels Nelson (Min~eapolis, Minn.) --These two key
hole locks were particularly for
use on front doors of homes. The
locks had a latchbolt and a deadbolt, plus two push buttons in the
front of the lock.
When the homeowner left the house and didn't
require deadbolt security he would
push one of the push buttons locking the outside knob.
If the
deadbolt were not thrown, the
mmer could use the night latch
kev to retract the latchbolt. This
was using the upper key hole.
If
the deadbolt were also thrown both
key s would have to be used to open
the door.
Further information came
fr om Maude Eastwood on the enameled knob in the last issue.
It
was made by Corbin (pg.44 Early

Locks & Lockmakers of America
by Tom Hennessy). The actual
enameling was done by Horace
Bunting, an enameling jeweler
from Providence, R.I.

RESTO RA Tl.ON .NEEDS·
Following is~ letter . from
Lombard Pozzi, citing his needs.
If vou can help him . out contact
him- directly at 1226 Hope St.,
Bristol R.I., 02809.
The
illustr~tions on the following
page were provided by him.
The mortise lock shown was
made by several manufacturers,
among these, P.F. Corbin and .
Sargent & Co. My main interest
is that the face plate be brass,
not steel.
I would be interested in any available quantities
of this lock type, either with
or without their strike as
shown.
I also need a minimum of
six pairs of the wood doorknobs
showii for the restoration of an
1887 Romanesque Revival granitewalled librarv in the town of
warren, R.I. -The actual design
of the knobs may vary slightly
from that shown, however, all
six sets should be identical,·
or very nearly so. Birch or
maole is preferred, however,
mahogany or walnut would also
be suitable for this building.
I am looking for a source
for a minimum of eight pairs (I
would accept a lesser amount if
that's all - that was available)
of th~ storm sash latch pictured. These latches were
manufactured at least as far
back as the late 1940's.
I am also interested in
purchasing old steeple-tipped
cast iron door hinges as they
become available. I use them
in various restorations.
The other item I need is
the brass escutcheon plate
·which is pictured •
. Presently, I am restoring an old £ ire station which
dates from 1846. Another

Victorian-era structure presently
undergoing restoration is the
former Town Hall in North Providence, R.I. which was built in
1879. When buildings are being
demolished lo~ally, I salvage many
items which are stored and later,
when another structure of the
proper period and detailing is being restored, reuse these period
architectural elements. In addition to hardware, I have old
doors, mantles, blind~, storm
sashes, plank window frames, balusters, newel posts, etc.
I try
to be as true to a building's
original design as possible, hence,
I do not use more ornate items
than were originally part of the
structure. For example, I would
not use steeple-tipped hinges in
a building which has the more
common unadorned variety {no
steeple, ball, or acorn tip 9 .}

NEXT ISSUE
Due to the space invol~ed in
printing our list of collectors,
we were not able to put in the
article on emblematic knobs.
We
would like more information from
our readers on this subject for
the March issue.
What other su~jects are of
particular interest to you?
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Mrs. Howard Andrews
59 Buena Vista Ave.
Rumson I N.J. 07760

V

~

Clarence Barnhart
38 w. Ninth Ave.
Columbus, Ohio 43201

Andrea Bent
24 Maole Street
Chatham, N.J. 07928

V

Rich Kennedy
7 Lafayette Place
Chatham, N.J. 07928

Skokie, Ill. 60077

R. Gentle
·· i202 Trinity Dr.
V Murfreesboro, Tenn.
37130

·· _).
,

Kirkpatrick
·v Rita
240 SW 3rd St.
Pendleton, Ore.
97801'

R.H. Grow
25 Whi trnan Dr.
New Providence, N.J.

~

-~/ 0 7 9 7 4

~

Ralph Chelin
Rt. 5
Princeton, Ill.
61356

Thomas Hennessy
60 Berk shire Dr.
Bristol, Conn. 06010
Allen Hock
28 Bry n Mawr Dr.
San Rafael, Cal.
94901
-

Ray Christenson
Sl06W20597 N. Shor
Muskego, Wis. 53150
~

<?

Ivan Martin
812 Meadow Circle
Woodland, Cal. 95695

David Masterson
t,.,, 3773 17th St.
San Francisco, Cal.
94114
Diane Matthews
Page Rd. RFD 3
Bow, N.H. 03301

John Holland
3434 N. 4 7th l·lay
Phoenix, Ariz. 85018

F.E. Jarvis
~~ 127 Prospect Ave. N.E.
Grand Rapids, Minn.
49503
Jo Conibea r
1125 East Lake Par]~er
._.- Dr.
Jerry Johnson
Lal~eland, Fla . 33801
830 E. Southport Rd.
,_ Indianapolis, Ind.
46227
E.P. Dick
6815 Humboldt Ave. S.
Allen Josl yn
Richfield, Minn.
V 249 Valley- Road
55423
Montclair, N.J. 07042
George Doyle
36 Bent,-;ood Rd.
James Kai ser
- w. Hartford, Conn.
4125 Colfax Ave. s.
V
06107
Minneapolis, Minn.
55409
David Dunaway
5625 Cortez Dr.
Orlando, Flu. 32808 -

Scott Klemm
1749 Verde Ave.
Rialto,. Cal. 92376

Fred Magnus
370 Washington Ct.
~- Fort Myers Beach,
Fla. 33931

Roger Gwillum
11242 s. Shoshone
. Dr.
Phoenix, Ariz. 85044

, Dean Camobell
612 N. M·e ridian
Newberg, Oregon
97132

Mrs. R.C. Coleman
14234 57th Ave. S.
Tukwila, l·lash.
98158

V

Don Friedman

Charles Bednar
1132 w. Roselawn Ave.
st. Paul, Minn. 55113

t,,--

William Kapsalis
736 E Highview Terr
Lake Forest, Ill.
60045

~ 4900 Jerome
1

Hrs. R.J. Beebe
28 Main St.
Talcottville, Conn.
06066

Maude Eastwood
3900 Latimere Rd. N.
Tillamook, Ore.
97141

P

n

-

Emil Miller, AHC
8074 Cedar St.
Omaha, Neb. 68124
Nels Nelson
230 Nicollet Mall
#645
!-1inneapolis, Minn.
55401
Louis Nicolosi
333 s. Jackson
Kansas City, Mo.
64124
Gregory O'Connor

L/ 148 Forrest Ave.

Berkeley Heights,
N.J. 07922

Arthur Paholke
5208 s. Christiana
Chicago, I 11.
60632

,/

f!)

Mrs. H.M. Sears
R.R. 1
Rising Star, Tx.
76471

r)

~

t \~
'

, Frank Peters
495 Carr Avenue
Aromas, Calif.
95004

M. Lynn Shaler
Apt. 2/'i.
485 14th St.
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11215

v'

Lombard Pozzi
1226 Ho:oe St.
Bristol, R.I. 02809

l/
v

Ma~garet Puccini
311 s. Lombard
Oak Park, Ill.
60302

Arthur Smith
936 N. 76th St.
Seattle, Wash.
98103
I

l,

Mrs. v. Raffin
990 .s. 6th St.
San Jose, Cal.
95112

Mrs. K.J. Rhea
281-~ Leonardwood
Fort Sheridan, Ill.
60037
Mrs. H. Richey
428 orchard Ave.
Arrayo Grande,
Cal. 93420

l:

'?

\

Elise Roenigk
26 Barton Hill
East Hampton, Conn.
06424
Harvey Sass
3601 Chicago Rd.
Steger , Ill. 60475

v

Mrs. B. Sc h wietzer
510 Pine Court
Lake Bluff, Ill.
60044

Ada Verst
407 3rd Ave.
Dayton, Ky. 41074
John Vetrano
Park Ave. s.
Minneapolis, Minn.
55404

rtY',
, -,; 1601

Brodie Vinson
(~ PO Box 312
Beaumont, Cal. 92223

v

K.L. Robinson
PO Bo;c 213
St. Helens, Ore.
97051

J

Don Stewart
PO Box 9397
Phoenix, Ariz. 85068
Wendell Trumbull
54 E. Market St.
Bethlehem, Pa. 18018

Don Reese
608 N. Hain St.
Port Allegany
Pa. 16743

t.,.,

/

Charles lvardell
PO Box 195
Trinity, N.C. 27370
John Wesenberg
2226 Crornpond Rd.
Yo rkt own Heights,
N. Y. 10598

/ \./"

!/

,,

'\val ter Whitt
59 Garrison Ave.
Jersey City, N.J.
07306
Bud Wolski
1228 w. Manchester
Ave.
Los Angeles, Ca l.
90044

