
Witt 
lnnrknnb 

JULY 1178 

Cltnlltdnr 
·a1G RESPONSE 

The March issue of "The Doorknob 
Collector" was well received according 
to the response, Many letters and 
notes ~ame our way, Several . readers 
-expressed an interest in trading and 
+us will be indicated on the address 

I _st .. 

This is only the third issue. 
However, the first went out to about. 
15 readers; the second to 80; and, this 
one will go to well over 150, The cost 
of printing and mailing has fallen on 
your editor, As you ca1; see he needs 
help. In order to continue, we are 
asking that you fill in the coupon be
low and enclose $1.00 for the_ne~t 
three issues (one year subscription). 
The next newsletter will be sent ~o 
those responding. 

News needed; DEADLINE Oct. 15 

COLLECTORS CORNER 

Art Paholke is a Sargeant with 
the Chicago Police Department and 
is the Chief Comparitive Tool Mark 
Examiner of the Criminalistics Div
ision, He is an internationally 
known lock expert and has taught 
classes at the FBI Academy. 

Art not only collects doorknobs 
but also escutcheon plates, hinges, 
keys, locksmithing catalogues, win
dow lifts and even ice box doors. 
He has a library of over 200 old 
locksmith books, one dating back 
to 1876. 

Last year Art wrote an exten
~iv~ article for KEYNOTES. a pub
lication for locksmiths, in which 
he went into great depth on identi-
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fying esc~tcheon plates by the 
period and design. 

Art was featured in the Febru
ary 1978 issue of CHICAGO POLICE 
STAR, where he stated that to his 
knowledge he was the only collector 
o~ ornamental hardware in the world. 
His collection is one of the larg
est I know. It includes some 523 
escutcheon plates, ranging in size 
from 5 inches in length to J6 incnes 
in length and so many doorknobs he 
has lost count. His earliest escut
cheon plate is a Yale with a patent 
date of 1865, 

CLEANING KNOBS-
r received two responses on 

cleaning doorknobs. One was from 
Jim and Lee Kiaser (Minneapolis, 
Minn.). They suggest that for 
moderate to heavy tarnish start with 
"Revere Copper Cleaner" and finish 
w~th "Never Dull". They then spray 
w~th ~lat black ~aint and immediately 
wipe it off leaving the recessed 
areas blackened for contrast. The 
knob is then sprayed with several 
coats of lacquer. 

Attached to this newsletter is 
an article written by Maude Eastwood. 
Permission is required to copy this 
article. 

RECENT INTERESTING Fl.NOS 
When is a doorknob NOT a door

knob? When it is a doorbell pull. 
Recently I discovered, while brows-
ing in an antique shop, that a solid 
bronze knob and plate I have in my 
collection was indeed a doorbell pull. 
The shank, to which the knob is fasten
ed, and the hole in the plate were 
square. Therefore, the knob does not 
turn but just pulls in and out. In 
turn it trips a bell mounted on the 
inside of the door. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

In the last newsletter I askeu 
if anyone had any information on the 
b~ass escutcheon plate that was 
pictured, I got a fine reply from 
Emil Miller (Omaha, Nebraska) to
gether with copies of several pages 
of an old Corbin hardware catalog. 
The plate was of a COMO design and 
was available in both steel and bronz 
Also Emil sent me a copy of·part of a 
1909 Russell & Erwin hardware cata
log describing the metal in the knob 
se~ pictured at the bottom of page 
2 in our last newsletter. The metal 
was r.alled "Nickelene" and was a 
comp?site cast, consisting largely 
of nickel. The color was uniform 
througho~t and ~ould not change from 
wea~. With a light hand polishing, 
a silvery luster could be obtained. 
The catalog also stated it was much 
superior to "nickel plate" especiall:, 
in lavatories and bathrooms, Ac
cordi~g to the catalog it was 25¢ foY
the nickelene. 

I've seen some glass knobs that 
resemble doorknobs but are in fact 
dresser drawer pulls. They are 
quite large but have a screw shank 
runn~ng thru the center of the knob. 
I think I'm safe in assuming they 
are NOT doorknobs. Has anyone seen 
this type of knob on a door? 



TO CLEAN, OR NOT TO CLEAN, THAT IS THE KNOBBY QUESTION 

When restoring antique hardware, the question is how to clean 
and what to clean. We know that we should clean our hardware for 
aesthetic reasons. To what degree of restoration you aspire, or to 
what extent to remove the oxides, should be determined by the projected 
use for the article: functional, decorative, or historical. 

My collection is a study collection so positive measures have 
been taken during cleaning to retain and protect existing evidence 
of the original formative material, surface texture, and finish. 
In a collection of this nature, the degree of restoration must never 
interfere with preservation of any knob as an artifact of historical 
significance. 

In submitting the following suggestions for cleaning and restoring 
the finish of individual pieces, the coverage is only of those products 
and methods within my experience. The practices of other collectors 
or the quality of performance of other products, correctly used, is 
not discounted. 

CLEANING PRODUCTS AND PRACTICES 

Suggested Products -
KEROSCENE - for removing grease and oil and softening rust (Car

ried at service stations). 
INDUSTROCLEAN - solvent detergent for disolving paints and other 

foreign accumulations. Use on any solid surface 
(an Amway product - see a distributor). 

SIMICHROME - a bright polishing and preserving agent for any 
metal (Happich). 

NEVER DULL - an impregnated wadding polish for all metals, leaves 
no white deposits (Base). 

KING MIDAS - a fast action polishing cream - excellent for tex
tured and relieved surfaces. 

WESTERN WOOD DOCTOR - for wooden knobs to clean surface and 
restore finish. (Most of the above creams 
are nationally advertised and are available 
at antique outlets and hardware stores) 

GENERAL CLEANING - ALL TYPES OF MATERIAL 

Disolve paint and other accumulations on hardware in a solution of 
Amway's INDUSTROCLEAN. Use a 1 to 4 dilution for g~ass, porclain, 
jet., and mineral knobs. Soak 5 to 15 minutes and rinse. For 
metal, use 1 to 1 and soak for 15 minutes to 2 hours dpending on 
the type and number of layers of paint. Do not soak wood or resin 
upside down to a level with the neck only -- do not allow moisture 
to penetrate to the silvered core. Discoloration will result. 



( 

GENERAL CLEANING (Con't) 

OXIDE REMOVAL - Metal Hardware 

Tarnish - on silver or copper, use the very mildest of metal 
polishes - never abrasive. 

Rust 

on brass and bronze, start with hand polishing creams 
and fine steel wool and graduate to friction polishes 
and wire wheels when necessary. 

- on iron and steel, soften in keroscene then scrape 
with a dull knife, or use a medium wire wheel,·then 
polish with a fine wheel (for heavy incrustations). 

for rust spots on "finished" surfaces, soak as above 
and use fine steel wool. 

Corrosion - on brass and bronze, fine steel wool is preferable, 
for there will be no further action of cleaning 
chemicals. Where this is not feasible, follow the 
directions for tarnish removal. 

WOOD, COMPOSITION, AND GLASS 

WOOD - slightly marrer - restore finish. Damaged - remove finish 
with sand paper or varnish remover and refinish. 

COMPOSITION (man made materials) - sand or use 0000 steel 
wool where necessary. Apply protective silicone 
type finish. 

GLASS - scratched, marred - seek professional help for wheel 
polishing. 

NO NO'£ - do not -

1. 

2. 
3, 

4. 
5. 

6. 

Destroy custom oxidized finishes, relieving, detail, or plating 
with caustic cleaners and coarse wire wheels. 
Remove the black enamaJ base refief from iron hardware, 
Pit the surface of fine Victorian brass and bronze hardware 
with commercial rust removers. 
Etch iron knobs with commercial rust remover. 
Clean copper with vinegar and salt (the chlorides may speed re
oxidation). 
Use metal paste cleaners on lacquered surfaces. 



ARIZONA 

.John H. Holland 
J4J4 N. 47th Way 
Phoenix, Arizona 
85018 

CALIFORNIA 

Leonard Blumin 
J82 Throckmorton Av. 
Mill Valley, Cal. 
94941 

Sharon Dean 
733 N. Ash 
Escondido, Cal. 
92025 

David Masterson 
3773 17th St. 
San Francisco, Cal. 

John Queirolo 
P. o. Box 100 
Fiddletown, Cal. 
95629 

Frank R, Peters 
495 Carr Av. 
Aromas , Cal • 
95004 

Mrs. Violet Raffin 
990 S, 6th St, 
San Jose, Cal, 
95112 

Mrs. Hardie Richey 
428 Orchard Av, 
Arrayo Grand8, Cal. 
93420 

Ed Tregenza 
521 S. Main St. 
Salinas, Cal, 
93901 

CALir'UkNJA 

Eli :t.a be th 1r1irner 
2145 Polomar 
Box 1 
Wildomar, Cal. 
92395 

David Vanderbilt 
977 Clayton 
San Francisco, Cal. 

CONNEC'I' f CU'l' 

Mrs. R. J. Beebe 
28 Main St. 
Talc:ottvjlle, Conn. 
06066 

George ,J. Doyle 
J6 Bentwood Rd. 
W, Hartford, Conn. 
06107 

f'LORIDA 

David Dunaway 
5625 Cortez Dr. 
Orlando, Fla. 
32808 

Dale Jones 
Route J 
Box 800 
Palatka, Fla, 
32077 

Fred Magnus 
370 Washington Ct, 
Fort Myers Beach 
Florida 
3393 ·1 

HAWAII 

Richard Davis 
45-720 Lanipola Pl. 
Kaneoke, Hawaii 
96741} 

TLLINCJI S 

Mr. & Mrs. Wm. Kapsalis 
7J6 E, Highview Terr. 
Lake Forest, Ill. 
60045 

Arthur Paholke 
Chicago Police Force 

Criminalistic Division 
111 S. State St. 
Chicago, Ill. 
60605 

Margaret Puccini 
Jll S. Lombard 
Oak Park, Ill. 
60'3 02 

Mrs. Frank J. Jchwietzer 
510 Pine Court 
Lake Bluff, Ill. 
60044 

INDIANA 

Jerry H. John8on 
8JO E. Southport Rd. 
Ind1anapolis, Ind. 
46227 

Mrs. Ray Sitton 
155d Enlaw Av. 
Evansville, Ind, 
47711 

IOWA 

Glen Erickson 
145 JOth St. Dr., S.E. 
P, u, Box 1108 
C eda:r:· Rapids, Iowa 
52406 

Edw1:;1rd Stanek 
406 )8th Place 
Des Moines, Iowa 
50.312 



KENTUCKY 

Ada Verst 
407 3rd Av, 
Dayton, Ky. 
41074 

LOUISIANNA 

J. R. Hayes 
Box 980 
Ruston, La, 
71270 

MICHIGAN 

Altman 
25.5 Union S.E. 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 
49503 

Reginald E. Ashby 
400 S. Truhn Rd. 
Fowlerville, Mich. 
48836 

Z. Mead 
Route 1 
Nashville, Mich. 
49073 

Ed O'Leary 
303 Stephenson 
Escanaba, Michigan 
49829 

MINNESOTA 

Mrs. E. P. Dick 
6815 S. Humboldt 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
55423 

Jim Kaiser 
4125 Colfax Ave., S. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
55409 

MISSOUkl 

Doug Stewart 
RoutP. 4 
Becirfield Rd. 
Columbia, Mu. 
65201 

Lloyd E. Tem1,le 
2600 Shrank Rd. 
Independence, Mo. 
64057 

NEBRASKA 

Emil R. Miller, 
A.H.C. 

8071} Cedar St. 
Omaha, Neb. 
68124 

Charles Schwenke 
8533 Charles St. 
Omaha, Neb. 
68114 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Mrs. Joseph Petrauskas 
7 Shattuck St. 
Nashua, N.H. 
OJ060 

NEVADA 

B. Barainca 
277 Ogden 
Ely, Nev. 
89301 

OHIO 

Elizabeth J. Beard 
P, o. Box 187 
Bowersville, Ohio 
45307 

Dr. Mary Holmes Gilmore 
8269 Summit Dr. 
Lakf, Lucerne 
Chagrin Falls, o. 
44022 

OHIO 

Tom & Phil Ross 
2717 Price Av, 
Cincinatti, 0, 
45204 

John Stefanov 
1575 Garman Rd. 
Akron, 0. 
44313 

Mrs. Edward Suchy 
893 Angus Ct, 
Columbus, O. 
4J085 

OREGON 

Harry Benedict, III 
Jl45 Whitten Drive 
Eugene, Ore. 
97405 

Dale Brunton 
320 S, E. 6Jrd 
Por tL .. nd, Ore. 
97215 

Bettina Canon 
J644 N. E. 21st St. 
Portland, Ore. 
97212 

Mrs. F. M. Chapman 
1J08 S. E, 120th 
Portland, Ore. 
97216 

Noel E, Davis 
1820 E. Burnside 
Portland, Ore, 
97214 

Jay Dykeman 
1623 s. E. Main 
Portland, Ore. 
97214 

Maude Eastwood 
)900 Latimere Rd., N. 
Till9.mook, Ore. 
97141 



OREGON 

Liz Flowler 
1874 House 
8070 S. E. lJth Av. 
Portland, Ore. 

C. A. Franzen 
Route 1 
Box 385 
Brandon. OrE:. 
97411 

Michael Johnson 

OREGON 

JilJ Simunis 
1202 N. W. Irving 
Portland, Ore. 
97219 

PENNSYLVANIA 

R. A. Mc Geary 
322 IV!eadow Lane 
Sewickley, Pa. 
15143 

122 N. E. Bro~dway UTAH 
Portland, Ore. 

Mrs. J. c. Kirkpatrick 
240 S. W. )rd St. 

Tamra Tapp 
1265 1~. 6385 :3 . 
Salt Lake City, Utati 

Pendleton, Ore. 
97801 VJASHINGTON 

Martin Northcraft 
1340 N. E. Seavy St. 
Corvallis, Ore. 
97330 

Eva Page 
1601 Olive St. 
Apt. 1101 
Eugene, OrE:. 
97401 

K. L. Robinson 
P. o. Box 213 
St. ttelens, Ore. 
97051 

Gilbert Scarr 
3264 Oak St. 
Northbend, Ore. 
97459 

Martha Bcott 
309 Corbett Bldg. 
Portland, Ore. 
97204 

Mrs. Robert c. Coleman 
14234 57th Av. So. 
Tukwila, Washington 
9816n 

Ross Howell 
Route 2 
Box 239 
Prosser, Washington 
99350 

Mr. & Mn;. Roland B. Kna lJlJ 
3359 Villa Ct., s. E. 
Port Orchard, Washington 
98366 

Michael Malovich 
612 N. K. St. 
Tacoma, Washington 
9840J 

Arthur W. Smith 
936 N. 76th St. 
Seattle, Washington 
9810 'j 

WASHINGTON 

l 'atdcia !::i. Sullivan 
'?44 Clay St. 
Port Townsend, Wash. 
98368 

WISCONSIN 

Ray Christenson 
s106w20597 N. Shor 
Muskego,_ Wis. 
53150 

.Phjlip Hanson 
6010 Oakwood La. 
Greendale, Wis. 
'i3129 

IJoreE:n IV!atl1.it: 
f' . 0 • BOX 2 4 2 
Shawnee, Wis. 
54166 

Donald Nasqowit~ 
:LJOS N. 19th 
!VJ i.J w • I w i s • 
_r-;320.5 
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