








President's Welcome Message 

Welcome to the 28th annual convention of the Antique 

Doorknob Collectors of America. 

It has been a long time since ADCA last visited the Chicago, Illi
nois area. In 1983, Ray and Loretta Nemec hosted the third ADCA 
convention. I am personally looking forward to visiting this area 
as I was not an ADCA member in 1983 and I have not explored the 
Chicago area before. Rich in both history and architectural heri
tage, the location will be worthy of your attendance. We are all 
grateful that Ray and Loretta have decided to host the convention 
once again. A special welcome to those of you who are first-time 
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attendees. Attending the convention for the first time will be an 
eye opening experience. We are a friendly group so relax, enjoy 
and take it all in! 

The membership of ADCA is as diverse as the number of different designs we 
see on historic hardware. There are doctors, attorneys, private business owner's, 
managers, salesmen, retirees, homemakers and historians in our group all with 
the commonality of a genuine love for historic hardware. ADCA is an organiza
tion which has survived by passion and the donation of member's time. The 
Nemec's are both to be commended for their years of work within the club. 
Hosting conventions, serving on the board of director's and co-editing the TDC 
newsletter has earned them high praise and commendation within the ADCA. 
During the convention please take note of those around you who have served 
and take a moment to thank them for their continued level of commitment to 
our organization. 

As president, I would ask that you also consider what you might do within our 
club to help facilitate it's continued existence. With increasingly busy life styles 
and a changing commitment to involvement within organizations, many clubs in 
America are declining and becoming a thing of the past. 

ADCA adds new membership every year , but overall numbers are decreasing 
and convention attendance is down. Finding members who wish to serve within 
ADCA can be difficult. Many of those who have served for so many years wish to 
step back and let others take on their tasks. Would you consider helping in the 
future? Many jobs exist which require only a desire to be involved. Those with 
computer experience can be used immediately as harnessing the internet may 
perhaps be the single most important issue to ADCA in the upcoming years. 
Updating our website, adding a virtual museum and encouraging interaction 
through on-line biogs are all steps being taken by the ADCA Board of Director's. 

Have an idea? WE NEED TO HEAR IT! Interest in serving on the board, man
aging our annual auction, hosting a convention or helping with the website is all 
areas of immediate need. Will you answer the ADCA call? 

Stephen Rowe, 

ADCA President. 
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