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To find salvage companies, read Old-House Journal

In three exciting
r t i c l es of inter est to

door knob coll ectors, the
Mar ch/ Apr i l 1990 iss ue of
Old-House Journal fea tures
II Arch i tec t ural Salvage to
the Rescue , 1I IIArchi tec t ur a l
Salvage Sources " and
IIArchi t ec t ur a l Salvage
Yar ds of t he Upper
Mid\vest . II The three
ar t i c les total 12 pages of
int e r es t i ng readi ng and
i nf ormation.

The fi r st article covers
such topics as lVhere to
fi nd sal vage , Paying for
sal vage , Shoppi ng for
salvage and buyi ng tips.
~le ar t i c l e titled

"Archi t ec t ural Salvage
Sources II shoul d be of
i nter es t to collectors ,
par t i cul a r ly those who
t r avel to di f f eren t parts
of the count r y.

A t ot al of 74 sal vage
compani es ar e listed wi t h
addr es s es and phone
numbers . I n addi t i on , a map
of the Uni t ed St at es
showi .nq wher e the s al vage
yards ar l ocat ed i s most
i n t e r esting and helpful.

The ar t icl es poi nt s out
t ha t the bes t stocked
ar ch i t ec t ur a l salvage yards
are s t i l l located i n maj or
ci t i es , mostly on t he eas t
coas t with the midwest and

1990 ADCA Convention
.
In

west coast al so hav i ng a
large number.

The companies are grouDed
by geographi cal locat i ons ;
'vi th t he East Coas t having
26, South 19 , Great
Lakes /Midwes t 21 and the
~vest Coast 7. The lone
Canadian listing i s In
ott.awa , Ontar io.

Although not a l l s alvage
companies are lis t ed, this
is the most complete
listing that has be en
published .

Bill Fel lenz , son of ADCA
member s Dol or es and ~ i l l i am
and brother of member
Debbie Fell enz , ,~s quot ed
in "Architectur al Sal vage
Yards of the Upper
Mi dwes t , " by author Gr egg
Carl s en. Bi l l , who operat es
the Fellenz Ant iques
Archi t ec t ural Ar t i f ac t s in
St. Loui s , t ol d Carls en
that ther e i s compet i t i on
for both mat e r i al and
cus t omer s among the salvage
yards .

For a copy of t he
March/Apr i l 1990 issue of
Old- House J ournal , send
$4 .95 t o Ol d- House J our na l ,
435 Nint h Stree t , Br ookl yn,
NY 11215. You may al so
wr i t e to t he above add ress
f or subscription
inf ormation .•

Connecticut



Collector
compl e t e

the con­
nex t t \VO

CORBIN
CONVENTION

THEME

The 19 0 annual con-
vent i on of t he Antique
Doorknob Col lectors of
America wi l l t ake plac e a t
The Ramada I nn , U. S . 9 1,
ex i t 45 , Ea s t Wi nds or
Connec t i c ut , f r om Augus t
2nd through August 4 th .
TJli s i s acc ord i ng to
i nf orma t ion r ec e ived f r om
c orrm i t t ee person Ed Thr a l l.

The convention wi ll J~

open to the pUblic on
Sa t urday af t e r noon , Augus t
4 t h , from 2 : 00 to 4: 00 p . m.
TIle annua l auct i on , wh i ch
has become so popula r , wi Ll.
be he l d on Sa t urday
even i ng .

The 1990 conv n t i on \..i ll
be anI t he s econd one held
ou t side of t he Mi dlves t . In
198 2 , t he conven t i on I~S i
San Fr anc i s co .

A conven t i on t heme was
s tar ted i n 1988 and for
199 0 t he Cor bin
Manuf ac t uring Company was
sel ected .

The Doorknob
hopes to have
de t ai l s bout
vent i on 1n our
i s s ues.

A D C A Roster
in ne xt issu e .

cr: In' Door 1\1\ 0 IJ ~ ollr (tor
Pu blis hed s ix times a ye a r by Ant ique
Door knob Colr c crors o f A m e rica, Inc .
P. O . Box 126, ola , lL 60 51 9-U126 .
Ray m on d a nd Lore tta Ne m ec, Edi tors,

Phone: I - 70 8 - 35 7 -2381
Pri nte d by Sun Printing , Na pe rvi lle , IL
An nua l Me mbership in USA: $ 20.00 .
Foreign ra t es on re quest ,

Cha r I i e wa Lks about t wo r
t hr ee miJ es f our t i mes a
week , He act.ua Ll y wal.k ed 87
mi l e s. He di d a 19 mi l e t une
up the fi r st day, foll o\ved
by t wo days of 24 miI ·s a nd
a day of 20 miles. The
f our t h day i t. r a ined so he
count ed b i s varm uo clay. Hi s
wa l k was 'overed by t he
l oc a l pr ess and 'IV.

Conn i e Swai m and Don
Jo1mson fI e,,. t o Ne" ~Terq.'y

i n Februa r y wher e t hey
co-npcnsored c nt. i.qu«
s emi nar s vi t .h Ha r r y Ri nker ,
vho has em ant. i qu e c o] umn il l

spvera l pUbl ica tions.
Art Paho l.k e I [; sear c l I f o r

doork nobs has be en she.lV E{i

f or awh i l.e , He t v.i s t.e h i s.
ank l e am X- r ays 51 owed
di Sl ocated t ne i n h is f oot .
Ar t, ' ira t e 11e f e l t s or r y for
Lo r e t.t.a an d rue l ast year
'·..hen "Ie> each h od a brok en
ankl e . At l E'a s t. none of 0 r
i n j ur i es we r e d c t o
cloor kncb c o] l ec t i ng .

One mor e r emi nder , i f you
have Dot sent f or t.]iE' Doggi e
ncor knoo cor f ee mug, don I t
va i i, t 0 long , H ie su )ply i s
limi tec3 ••

MENCHI-IOFERr S KNOBS

THE OPEN DOOR- -
by ray nemec

Th i s i s ,1e 40 t11 i s s ue of
The Doorknob Collector; or
i s i t t he 50th'? The
con fu ~~i n stems f r om t he
f <:J C t hat Ri ell and Fa ye
I':e nncdy of Cha t.h am. Nco,",
Jr~rsey , began puhl.i sh i.nq a
ne1'!sletter i n Har d ! 1977 . 1t
, as ca llc..>d The Door k nob
Coll ec t o r . One i s suE' was
publ i shed that year , three
i l l 1978 , bhr eo i n 1979 , t.wo
i n 1980 a nd t11E~ t en t.h a nd
l as t i ssue i r Fe bruar y 1 9 8 1.

h1len t.he Antique Doorknob
Collectors of America was
rormed i n September , 1981,
t le dec isi on was made t o
publ . s11 oJ ne,\sletter . The
Kennedy I s we r e asked i f t hey
"I.,roule! ed i t t he c lub's
ncvsi E:t t.e -. They dec l ined
a nd ~'CI. 'e pe rmi ss i on t o use
liThe Doorknob Collector II f or
the name of t he c lub "s
nei'lslet e r .

.J i m and Lee Kaise r became
t he ed itors and the fi r s t
i s sue \o/US pub l i she c1 i n
December 1981 . 'TIley s tar ted
t he c r r ent . number i nq s yst em
by c1e~;j gn ling t.ha t, i s sue as
Number 1.

OlarJes Wardel l cel ebrated
h is 70th bi r t hday i n
Febr ua r y by waLk i nq 7
mi l es. All av i d out.door sman ,
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Hobknobing With E. P. Dick

Ord e r F orm E nclo s ed

By An tique Door knob Collectors of America

':"ha · Do~· doc1""DmQ. c:a.l. in t:ron:a.. .
WUI o.n.c:t*1 .,., 1.Mtw1.r lrwtl~ .

UomlfLC'ta::J"WO 0, 1fU...u • 1..1"W1n . arc
p&lMrUIO ~... ? Url O. ::: t h a --.0­

u..tul 1"'If~t1c:m or n C't.Cln..&:l
aaclCa"Wt1YW~ am .. me f .nm"'1t.a
o.! u:.~~eou..~ at
....eo.•

n:u .. ... d aa.ea-i atd.~
f er t.ba A!ft.1D'M~ Co1.JM eUIMI
at a.-nc. . .u:c&... tDlDa.1 1.n
'J,ia..-b . lc:rwa lZ:I 19f'L

.......

NEW

$6.00 plus $2.50 shipping

Opt i mi s t s Cl ub an d t.hr eo
t i mes a t h'a lJ<e r Pl ace, i n
t he, Community Room, t ho
l~ s t t i me i n 1989.

Hobkn ob v i t.l: E. P . Di c]<
IV as wh a t; he had printed on
his bus i ne s s c~rds . The
door knobs have been a j oy
t o h i m am] t.o many peopl e
"Tho hea r d him s pca - a nd
thos e he t radeo wi Lh and
bought f r om. ( Ed i t or ' s not e :
E . P . added one wr i t t.en
l ine, " J mi ss a ll my
Doorknob f r i en ds an d t .h e
mee tings. ").

Doggie Doorknob Coffee Mug
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t h r ee clay "show and t e l l "
a ffa ir a t ft . Olivet
Lut heran Church , i n
Ninneapol is . By 1975 he had
g i ven t a l ks to Seni or
Ci t i z en groups at l oca l
Ca t holic , Met}lodist ,
Pr e s byt e r i an , Bapt i s t a nc
Lut he r an Churches .

They were d i s pl a yed i n a
wi ndow at the Ri cll fi e l cl
Stat e Bank f o r t.wo week s ,
He sh owed t hem a t Scout
Hee t i ng'S. He gave tal ks a t
the Edina Libr a r y t hree
d iff e r e nt t i me in s ix
mont.hs •

He was i nv i t ed t o display
door knobs a t t he East
Richfie l d Jr . High School
Career Days . A t eache r
as l ed him , "Do you know 11m;
many people s ai your
doo rknobs toda y? Ove r 600
people "le n t by your boot l ."
Fr oITI t h i s experienc e he
l ec tured cla s s es on t he
door kno bs unti l t.he g l as :;;
k nobs became t oo heavy f or
him t o ca r ry or to t r us t
young children t o c a r r y .

He s poke a t til e
Rl oomi ngt.on Hi storic a l
Soc ie t y and aLt.houqh it vas
a t n i ght an 80 year ol d mill)
r ode hi s bike f rom
Ri chf i el d to hear him
speak ,

For t we l ve years be l ed
t our s a t t he He nnipen
County Hist or i ca l Soc i e ty
Huseum and sh owed doorknobs
at one of t he i r rnont.h Ly
prog r ams . He gave t he
Hi nnesota doorknobs to t.he
Society to be a par t of
t he ir pe rmanent COl lec t ion .
The r e s t of t he c ollec ti on
he soLd bef ore h i s wi f e ,
I rma di ed l ast. sumne r .

E. P. spok e t wi c e at t he

•

1 t1 10 U91l E. P. Di ck
~ no longpr ha s his

doorl~ nob c~llect ~on
he IS s t i l l I n ­

t erested i n doorknobs a nd
U tE> many f ine poopl.e he me t
t.hr ouql : t.he Antique
Doorknob Col lec t ors of
Ame rica conv cn U ons .
ThrOl¥Jb 11 i s doorknobs he
ga ve peopl e a l i t t l e peek ,
t r lHlugh the keyhoLe , i f you
v i i i , of histor y an d t.he
liV GS of people .

E. P. co l l.ect.cd door kr. ous
f or C'l l rnost 25 yeCl r s . Some
he go t j ust bG[ore t he
wr eck i.nq ba ll t.ook t he
bu i I d.inqs , He ·ras one o f
t be f i r s t co l Lec t.ora i n the
r eg ion, cvok i .nq Li ttLe
smi les when he ann ou nced
hi s hobby , His abil i t y to
tell a good story and shaH
he was knc)\'Jledgeable abou t
b i s t or y and had r e s ea r ched
a; doorknobs , made him .
~c1ible a nd mu 11 s ought
a fter sp eaker and
prr-son t.er , He encouraged
many people t o sta r t
eel l ee t i ons of t h e i r min ,
Zln eJ j oi n ADCA.

It was cU!ltJ Z.i p9 how
\oi i J ling l y peopl e gave up
the i r c:oortnc bs for h i s
ccl l ec t i on , doorknobs t hey
\ /f T C s t.i Ll us i ng usua .lly .
SJ ov l.y t he an tiqu o s hops i n
':.]1(' a r ea s t.a r t.ed havi ng
" !lC~ ~~ : i r: Lhe i r co .lIect.i ons
of nomor i os long past..

\\1 1(':1 E. P. r et i red he
I i' o>UllL.c,c' t .hc J\.n01)s on boards
C ;- () ])0 1.l1. 2:5 knobs ancl began
~:)V jI )<j t .':dr ,s about t.hem,
_!! e f i r ,-,t i va5 at a
I i (:1-I i c'J (1 Hi s t oric a l
: ~ ( , ( ·i e tv FC'c t i nq in t he
~t (" , CL-i, I~L1i J c~ i ng i n 196 9 .
; , :l :.: C":L"CJf! C; ~; 1 Im\-in9 i 'la S a

•



<!&r~amental begign in antique boorknobs

ODJ>-SHAPED KNOBS •
C- I0 9Cl
C-11 9
C-120
C- 121
C- l 22
C-123

Lar ge bronze ve rsion with stronger de t ail than C-109 .
Small hexagon . MCC/ R&E, Design pat ent #4113 , J . a . RUf f , J une 7, 1870
Unusual H & D hexagon, 1879 cata l og , simila r t o Corbin ' s C- I02.
Rate cas t iron hexagon with small face i n center.
Oc t agon, brass , circCl 1900.
Unusual and rate. Tied Leaves , acanthus ? Ver y ni ce .

C- I09a

C-1 19

C- 120

C- 121

C-122

C- 123

•

•
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0-1 37
0- 138
0-1 39
0- 139
O- V IO
0- 207

EMBLEMATICI ETC.
(c on t i nued)

"H" Ova l knob .
FNB , possibly Fi r s t Nat i ona l Bank ,
Publ i c School , ci t y of New York.
Public Sc hoo l , Mi ne r s v i H e , PA
"P" Ho t e l Imob . Very nice .
Odd Fel Lows ,

0-137

0- 138

0-139

0-139a

0- 140

0- 207
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OOORKNOB COLLECI'ING - A PRIMER - PART III - DISPIAYS
by Len Blumin

"A thi ng o f bea uty i s a
j oy foreve r ." Of the
many r easons people
co l l ect a r t an d
antiques, includ ing
doorknobs , s ure l y the
overriding one is an
appreciat ion of t he ir
beauty . This a r t i c l e
wil l discuss some o f
t he wa ys our members
have chosen to d isplay
t he i r co l lections so
t ha t t he beauty of the
knobs can be s een.

There are of course
dozens of methods t o
present hardware for
viewing , a f a c t made
a b unda n t l y c lear af t er
a vi s it t o an ADCA con­
vention . Another site
to ponder d isplay tech­
n ique is the Loc k
Museum o f Ameri ca , in
Terryvi l le, Conn . For
t hos e of you unable to
take advantage of t hose
options , the fo l lowing
wi l l have t o do.

We mi ght a s we l l s t art
a t the top . Le e Kai ser
and her l a t e husband
Jim c reated the f i nest
doorknob c olle c t i on in
t he wor ld . Wha t made
thei r c o l lect i on so
specia l was not t he
number o f knobs ( l o t s ) ,
nor the qua li ty and
rar ity (unmatched ), but
r a the r the g r e a t lov e
a nd car e e xpended i n
arrang i ng them fo r
viewing . The Ka isers
t oo k grea t pains to
match the knob wi t h its
proper e s c ut c he o n or
rose. Th e knob wa s
gl ue d or sh i mme d i nt o

A DC A NEEDS YOUR
ACI' IVE PARTI CI PATI ON
TO INSURE I TS FUI'URE .
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the escutcheon th imble
(thin brass sheet works
f i ne ) . Hanging the
knob was t he n easy .
Old wood f r om a ba rn
provided a backdrop,
appl ied to a room as
paneling . Small brads
we r e nai led into the
s i d i n g , p r ojec ting
about 1/4 11

, a nd a ngled
slightly u p . The
knob/rose made up as
above wa s s imply
slippped over t he pro­
jecting brad, us i ng the
existing screw holes of
the rose or escutcheon.

The Kaiser s ystem i s
virtually invisible ,
subject to easy varia­
t i on , and allows for
prompt r e mov a l for pho­
t og r a phy or inspection . 4
Those privileged to
have visited the o ld
" door kno b room" on
Colfax Avenue have
treasured the experi­
ence foreve r . A f e a ­
ture of their display
not easily described
wa s the sublime beauty
of the overa l l pattern
o f the ma ny d iffe ren t
p iec es, creati ng a
mural o f h a rdware that
was greater than the
sum of its parts .

Pi c t ure f r a me s are a
method used by the
Kaisers a nd others . A
nice f r a me is filled
with a c loth c ove r ed
piece of p lywood, upon
which knobs can be
mount e d o r secured with
a numbe r of methods. ~

Th i s t y pe of displ ay is ~

not only attractive,



ED THRALL'S EXHIBIT

_ but allows for removal
of the whole display
intact for transporta­
tion to a local event
(fair, library display,
lecture) or an ADCA
meeting.

The Thralls, of Windsor
CT, have taken the
board type display to
the limit . Rather than
restricting their dis­
play size to a mere
picture frame, they
have taken large flat
surfaces such a bed
headboards and dining
tabletops. and covered
them with a vast array
of knobs, plates and
more arcane pieces of
decorative art. Con­
ventioneers have mar­
veled at how the

k Thral ls wrestle these
, monster displays across

the country to ADCA
conventions, where they
are much admired by the
pUblic .

Many variations in dis­
play technique are seen
at each convent ion.
Some may have revolving
panels. Most employ at
least one vertical
panel, which allows the
hardware to be viewed
in its trad itional pos­
ture.

The other main option
is a hor izontal dis­
play, often chosen for
knobs lacking a plate
or rose. A series o f
1 " holes are drilled
into a piece of wood or
beadboard (styofoam) ,

~ usually in a 3" grid

pattern, and the knob
shanks simply inserted
in the ho les. The
board may remain flat,
but is more easily
viewed if elevated and
tilted a bit. A velvet
disguise for the board
makes a nice background
for t he knobs .

I must admit, for prac­
tical reasons, I ' m a
fan of the horizontal
school. I have a chest
wi t h 26 drawers , each
drawer 2 1/2 11 deep.
Beadboard has been cut
to fit the drawers and
covered with velvet.
The holes in the board
are on 2 3/4" centers ,
al lowing a goodly num­
ber of knobs in each
drawer. I like this
method because we have
a paucity of wall
space, and I can store
a maximum of knobs in a
minimum of space. The
one cabinet can hold
over 1000 knobs!

-7-

There is no IIbest"
method to show your
treasures. Just don't
hide them i n the closet
or garage . True ,
people may th ink i t a
bit odd when they first
see them , but most are
quick ly taken by their
beauty , and wil l be
most appreciat ive of
the opportunity to view
your display .•

KAISER 'S DISPLAY



FROM THE ARCHIVES

by Barb & Steve MenchrJof er

FOR SALE. Kno s & Roses
H- 260. Cast I r on Hi t1J brass
band , Non,a lk c1 8S5. (sec
pi cture p.8 ) $15 ea ch
pos tpa id . Lor e t t.a Nemec
(#8 ) , 1424 Heatherton Dr.,
Napet~llle , IL 605G3.
PIlone: 708- 357- 2381.

WANTED. Knob and pla t e f or
Got hic des ign, page 9 of
1s t Suppl ement t o Ant i que
Bui l der s Hard,vare, No . 12.
Also other pieces i n san~

des i gn . Ot her C~thic

p~t terns coul d be
subs t ituted, as : No. 10 ,
s ame page , or p . 76 , No . 10 ;
p . 82, No. 2; p . 144 , No . 18 ;
or p . 120 , No . 7 i n M1 t i gue
Bui lders Har dwar e . Will bUy
or t r ade for . MaudE.
Eas t.wocd (#2) , 3900 La timer
Rd . , N. , 'I'Ll. Lamook , R
9714 1.

CLASSIFIED AD SECTION

HemtE'rs are r emi nded t ha t t
your dues ent itle you to
adver t i se items for a le,
t r ade or lJanted at no
char ge .

FOR SALE. Book , Vi ctor i an
Decora t i v _ Ar t., by Len
Bl umin . SuppIYlimited. $11
( i ncl udes postage ) , ADCA,
P. o . Box 126 , Eol a , IL
60519- 0126.

WANTED. 4"x4 " ornate sol id
bronze door hinges ,
i nterior sh ut.ter hinges , .
and sash Leek s & lif t s f or "
ol d house res t orat i on . J i m
Hun t sman (#54 ) , 416 S. 4th
St., St i l l~~ter , ~w 55082.
Phone 612- 439-8294
(eveni ngs ) .
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H- 260

cat alog copi es t hr ee
di f f erent ''lays -- compl e t e
ca ta l og , se l ect ed pages , or
knob design pages . Check
your or der fo nn f or
de t ails .

The deadl i ne f or or der s
i s May h 1:5l90. Or der wi Ll,

be held and pr oces sed at
one time in or der to reduce
wear and tear on t he .as t er
copies. Thi s wi l l be your
onl y oppor t un i t y to order
catalaJs befor e t he 1990
convention . So if you want,
t o r es ear ch your har dware
for di splay or educat i ona l
purpos es f or the
convent i on, now i s t.he t i me
to orde r .

If you have catalogs t o
donat ,c t o t he Emil Mille r
Memorial Library or one you
woul.d Li ke to] oan us f or
copying, pl ease l et us
I now. Wr i t e t o :
St eve & Bar b Nenchhof er ,
5538 West 25th Str eet
Speed, 1', IN 46 22~

tel l ook t he
cons i der wha t,
need , and then

or der . Don ' t
can or der your

The ADCA arc1 li ves wer e
es t ab l i shed in 1983. One
reason wa s to enabl e a l l
member s tc have acces s t o
early hardware cata log
r ef er ence mat er i a l . Since
t hen t he ar l ri ves have
qrown to i nclude catalcgs
f r om hardwar e manufact uring
companies su ch GIS Russe ll &
Erwi n , Sargent , Ya l e &
Towne , P & F Corbi n and
ot her s . We ar e ver y
f or t unat e to have _uch a
weaLt.h of r esearcl, tat .er i al
ava i La b l e f or our members .

I nc l uded i n thi s i s sue of
The Doorknob Collector i s
an or der fo rm for copied
cata l~Js curr ently
ava ilabl e for purchase . Not
onl y do t he c t a l ogs
f oa t.ure doorknobs but t hey'
a lso incl ude such thi ngs as
door be.l.Ls , PUSIl pl a t es ,
cr emone bolts, l e t t er dr op
pl a t es and ot her r el ated
har dware .

ake t i me
[ann over ,
you war t or
pl ace your
f or g0t ! You
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