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ADCA Membership Roster Enclosed

CONVENl'I ON '!HEME

The Russ el l & Erwi n
door knob and escutcheon
plat e above are t o r emi nd
us t hat the AIn. annual
convention is September 22
to 'Sept ember 25 , 1988, in
Indianapol ~s , Indiana.

Remember - t h i s year's
conventi~ theme is
IIRussel1 .& Erwi n" .

Flea Market

Expands ours

The Kane County Flea
Market has expanded its
schedule to Saturday. The
flea market, which is the
largest in the midwest, is
open on the first Sunday of
each month from 7 a.m. to 4
p.rn, Beginning with the May
session, it will be open
from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. on
Saturday preceding the
first Sunday.

Helen Robinson, founder
and director of the flea
market, hopes the addi­
tional afternoon will give
more people an opportunity
to take advantage of the
and collectible's and
antiques offered by the
dealers.

The Kane County Flea
Market has been a popular
source for doorknobs for
many AIn. members. Two club
members set up regularly at
the flea market to s el l
door hardware and other
architectural items

Thl' nrs: R ~E IrJ d l'nlJr k. FIrSI

used In 1115.1, re glsle re d in l U72.

By S t:lff Writer

The 1988 AIn. membership
roster is enclosed with
this issue to all paid
members of the
organizati on . The roster
i ncl udes 139 members. One
new member, bringi ng
membersh i p to 140 , and an
address change have been
received since the roster
was pr i nted and are
included in this issue.
Please make corrections to
your roster t o keep it
updated.

The 140 member s are
located i n 32 states.
Several inqui r i es have been
received f rom foreign
countries but there has
been no one from outsi de
the continental Unit ed
States sign up as a member
at this time.

The membership has qr own
f r om 112 on May 1, 1987 to
140 on ~BY 1 , 1988 . This is
the largest i ncreas e in
membership since the
Am'IQUE I.XX>RKNOB COLLEC'fORS
OF AMERICA was formed in
1981.

Incr eas ed national
pUblici t y has been a maj or
cont ribut or t o our gr owth.
Recent publ i city in The
Ol d-Hous e Journal ha s
br ought about 40 inqui r i es
concern i ng our cl ub and
membersh i p .



ollectors concerned
wit h duplication
should appreciate
mineral knobs , for

no t are i dentica l .
What are mineral knobs?
Accor ding to terminology
found in J os iah J ones I

1867 patent for
"Impr oving the
Manufacture of Mineral
Knobs" , the name
SPecifically covered
knobs cauposed of clays
of dif ferent color s; were
currently in use and
known to the "t rade " as
mineral knobs .

'!his does not preclude
other clay bodied knobs
f ram also bei..n;J classi ­
fied in that category ;
any knob formed of clays
firi..n;J to brown tones and
fitted with a simple
glaze designed to seal
the knob's rough surface
and enhance the appear­
ance of the fonnati ve
material is a mineral
knob. '!he glaze ordinar­
ily wi l l show no color ,
unless as an exception .
'!his knob type appeared
secorrl in order in the
tripl et of American
white , brown and bl ack
pottel:y knobs .

As a matter of history,
glass knobs were also in­
cluded in mineral knobs
in early U.s. tarif f
records and certain
patent specifications
dating back to the mid
1830's, and appropriately
so , when inteJ:pret i..n;J
mineral in the broad
sense. Even the ilnportant
reproduction finn of Ball
& Ball, Exton, Fa. an
ilrpeccable source
grouped all white, black

A so11lJ? 'S teuar
Dff (!}aude &vdwood

and brown knobs under a
Mineral secti on in their
1978 catalogue .

For the pw:poses of
this article, only knobs
of colored clay body,
whether veined, s treaked,
IOC>ttl.ed, speckled or
pl a in appearance, in
l i ght or dark brown ,
yell ow- brown, red-brown ,
greenish of tint or any
combinat i on thereof,will
be covered. '!hese
qualifications auto-
maticall y eliminate
~ knobs of buff
clays and brown
Rockingham gl aze .
However, the comparison
chart will reveal the
main differences, until
they can be spell ed oot
in a future article .

Providing dating arrl
provenance for specimen
indeed presents a "sticky
wicket" . As with j et arrl
porcelain knobs, the f ew
clues with answers may be
in the m::>unti..n;J•
Recognizing ilnportant ,
l ess obvi ous differences

THE DOORKNOB COLLECTOR
from the newsletter­
May/June 1988 # 2 9

requires a practiced eye.
Pre-1850 shanks are
distincti ve , often havi..n;J
an inner metal piece
imbedded in the body or
secured after fonnation,
finished wi th a sleeve or
shell so closely worked
as to appear all-in-one.
After 1867, the trend
turned to mottled frcxn
veined, the result of
Branford's pioneeri..n;J
work to produce a knob of
soun:ler construction ani
cheaper make.

'!he first patent issued
for making knobs of clays
used in pottel:y and
porcelain 1841,
Hotchkiss, Davenport and
Quincy - was later (1850)
the focus of an
infringement suit
involving M. Greenwood,
an ilnportant potter of
the period. No less than
a dozen instances of
earlier appearance of
such knobs were cited
with an early date of
1834 quoted. '!he 1841
patent did not use the
word 'mineral' yet
clearly the knobs would
have been mineral in
class i fication. Enoch
Robinson verified that
,s tone ' knobs had been
produced before 1837 . A
large number of potteries
made prodigious amourrcs
of mineral knobs, from

Q:hr Dou rknob ICollrrtor

Publishe d six t i m es a year by Anti qu e
Doorknob C ollect ors of America , Inc .
P. O . Box 12 6, Eola , IL 60 519 -0126 .
Print ed by Sun Pri nt i ng, Napcrvi lle,l1 .

Phone: 1-312- 357-2381.
Ray m ond and Loretta Nemec, Edi tors .
Ann ua l Me m bership in USA: $ 20 . 00 .
Rat es on Re quest for inse rts .
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C01PARlSON CHART

MINERAL VB mMITNGTON ROCK~

SHW &TEll

1. Mold lines not apparent.
2 . The st.reaks or mottling
tend to bleed and follow a
general downward or outward
movement.
3. A br own ROCkingham glaze
partially covers the buff
body, having been dripped,
sponged, etc. to the
desired effect .
4. A "shell" shank or metal
ferrule usually finished
the extended pottery neck.

1. Mold lines circle the
perimeter of t he knob ,
whether octagon or round
shape.
2. Pattern lines break at
the mold lines, often
reversing in direction.
3. A nearly transparent
glaze envelopes the knob,
usually showing color only
in "run" build-ups.
4. An inserted cast iron
shank is the predominate
mounting.

the 1840's through the
1870 's when hardware

pnufacturers became
.invo1ve1 in making

pottery knobs . Potters
had secured the services
of f onner staff ordshire,
Englarrl , pottery workers
wi th experi ence in making
Agate Ware (the Engl ish
versi on of the three
color clay knob mixed
l ike a marbl e cake) •
Hardware manufacturers
Branford, Mall ory- Wheeler
arrl Russell & Erwin are
carrlidates for pi oneerin:J
work in mineral knobs ,
providi.rq them not only
for their own but f or
other campanies use, from
circa 1850. under
head.in:fs of either
Mineral or Pottery-first
veined and then m:>tt1.e1-­
brown knobs were sold by
mail order catalogues
until the mid 1920 's arrl

company cata­
logues through 1940 , the
year Men Brownell of
"Builder 's Hardware" fame
pronounced them l osing
favor .

'!he prediction that no
two mineral knobs, at
least the ve ined arrl
streaked, will be
identical will probably
hol d unt il some enter­
prising baker figures out
a way to make exact
dupl icates in marble cake
designs!

Len Blurnin gave a talk
and slide presentation t o
the Mill Valley (Calif. )
Rotary International, and
was well rece i ved . They
didn't even laugh too much
when he loudly int r oduced
the talk by dropping the

entire display of loose
door knobs onto the floor.
With now - r eddened face,
he struggled on t o
"enlighten" the Rotar ians,
many of whom stopped
afterwards to admire the
knobs.
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C-113
C-114
C-11 5
C-116
C- 117
C-118

ORNAMENTAL DESIGN IN ANrIQUE DOORKNOBS
by Len Blumin

ODD SHAPED KNOBS

Cast iron hex, circa 1875.
Classic. MCCC/R&E. Design patent #4107. Charles Kunze. Reproduction knob.
Snowflake hex, iron, circa 1920.
Louis Sullivan design for Isabella building. See TDK #17, 2/86.
"Nugget. 1I This is really odd.
"Courtenay," French Renaiss., Russwin, 1909 catalogue.

C-113

C- 114

C-115

C- 116

C-117

C-118
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D-102a
D-131
D-132
D-133
D-134
D-135

FIELD OR DIAPER PATrERNS

An interesting variation of D-102.
Made in domed and flat versions, circa 1885.
Could be in concentric group, circa 1885.
Large knob with unusual shape, circa 1890.
"Ideal", Norwal k, circa 1885, steel.
Woven/fluted, wrought, possibly Corbin.

D-102a

D-131

D-132

D-133

D-134

D-135
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Cont i nued on page 7

II
''-'.' n 1985 , Frances an::i I

. joined the world of
,. . . retirement. '!he

, question that we all
J.S "What can we do wi th

our l i ves?" That's when I
f irst became aware of '!he
Anti que Ibor knob COl lectors
of .A1oorica through a good
frierrl, sam Mill er owner of
"The Brass Shop" , in
Atlanta , Georgia. He did
quite a bit of polishing for
me on vari ous items through
the years. on day when sam
heard me say, I was
interested in antique
door knobs , he gave me an
AIX:A newsletter, i ssue #3,
dated June 1982 , along with
an application. one of our
members left it at his shop.

Sad to say, Mr. Mil l er
passed away several years
ago . We all lost one of the
best known brass authorities
in this area of the COlIDO:y.

After leavin;J the
convention, we traveled on
into canada. A funny thin;J
happened to us at the
canadian Border. we were
inspected by the canadian
customs Agent an::i were tol d
we conld not cross the
border into canada due to
the doorknobs. He referred
us back to the united states
Olstams Agent to decl are our
doorknobs . After the united
states Customs Agent
inspected and declared our
doorknobs were okay, we were
all owed to continue our tri p
int o canada.

We spent several days in
Winnepeg then returned once
again to the united states .
'Ihe same agent , who
or i ginall y insPected our
doorknobs , greeted us by
saying, "Oh , you're the
doorknob man go on
through".

sea THt. BOllN'S
lAUlRlNCt. & FRANCes that iA!

by Law~ence BoLen
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•In 1986 we deci ded to make
a trip to the West coast am
back through the middle part
of the United states . we
packed some of our door knob
collection an::i planned to
visi t Maudie Eastwood, whose
name appeared in the
newsletter•

When Maudie saw our
collection , she said we had
made a good start am had
sarre unusual knobs. She
convinced us that we should
join the AIX'A. When we
returned to Atlanta we
decided to fill out the
application. since then we
have collected over 200
doorknobs.

In early 1987, we joined
AIX:A and atterrled the
convent i on in Des Moines,
Iowa. The people at ~~

convention were most; help~~
am frien:lly, just like
family.



The Knob From Crow Wing County Qf)ur ([enter jfolb
he CrCM doorknob is
probabl y one of the
rarer knobs of those
fourrl in AOCA

members' collections. only
f our are lm~ to be in
collector 's hands, All were
obtained by Charles Bednar.

Bednar advised us the knob
comes fram CrCM Wing County,
Mirmesota . Brainerd is the
county seat am is located
about 120 miles north of
Mirmeapol i s .

"Years ago, north of
Brainerd," Charles re­
calls, "there was a big
salvage (or junk) place out
in the woc.rls. There were
five doors, all with the
'CrCM' doorknobs on them. "
'!he man on duty at the
salvage yard wouldn't sell
them but after Charles
pleaded his case, the
atterrlant made a phone call.
~ter tal.ki.rg to somaone on
~e phone, he gave Bednar

the okay to take two pair.

"I kept going back,"
Charles related, "eventuall y
they all disappeared.
Finall y everything was gone
except one door with the
escutcheon plates still on
it. I am assuming son¥:body
didn't kncM how to get them
off. '!hey had a cyl inder
lock. '!he lock case had a
double f ace plate that you
had to take the first plate
off to get to the set screw.
He sold me the pair."

Today, Charles Bednar has
a coroplete set of two crow
knobs am escutcheon plates
l1a.OOsornely mounted. '!he
other two knobs were used in
trades . One knob went to a
west coast col l ector for a

...tatue of Liberty lmob amw:e other to a Midwest
collector in another trade.

A-1ll From Crow Wing Coun t y,
Minnesota

Bo1ens from p6 - - - -

We also visited Kane
county Flea Market in st.
Charles: I llinois am net
several of our f ell ow
members tilC:re. Some 'We had
seen at the convent i on am
same 'We had not. While
there, we purchased several
door lmobs .

Many People we meet in the
South collect door knobs but
have never heard of our
cl ub. We tell them about i t
am I wear my AOCA cap with
pr i de . It draws quite a bit
of attention am is
certainly a conversatdon
pi ece.

s ince we had such a good
time at the 1987 conventi on,
we pl an to attend the 1988
conventi on in I ndianapol is.

See you at the conventi on.
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One of the most popular
features in THE IXX>RKNOB
CO~R is "our center
fol d . " Titled "Ornament al
Design in Ant i que
Door knobs , " by Len B1urni n ,
twelve doorknobs are
presented i n each issue as
a supplement to Len's book ,
VICTORIAN DECORATIVE ART.

In 1983 Mr. Blumin
published h i s book and ADCA
member s were int r oduced to
it at the nat i onal
convent ion held in
Naperville, I l l i noi s , i n
Sept ember of t hat year .

The book was an immediate
hi t with doorknob
collectors. VI CTORIAN
DECORATIVE ART i ncl uded
pi ct ures of over 500
door knobs. But more
important , Blumi n had
developed a class i f i cat i on
system and gave each knob a
number. Inf ormati on , when
avai l able , i nc l uded
descri ptive name, t he
school (or s t yl e of knob),
manufact urer and date of
des ign.

We wil l conti nue to
pUblish thi s feature ,
adding new knobs and t he i r
clas s i f i cat i on number, wi t h
the hope i t wil l l ead t o a
universal use of the system
to hel p collectors identify
t heir doorknobs and to
enabl e t hem to make trades
wi th other collect ors by
mail.

If any member does not
have a copy of VICTORIAN
DECORATIVE ART, we s t r ongly
urge them to obtain a copy
now. The supply is limi ted
and when i t is exhausted,
we ar e sure the book will
become a collectors' item
and wor ch much more t han
the $11.00 ADCA i s sell ing
i t for . Remember al l
proceeds go to the c l ub.



FRCM '!lIE ARCHIVES
by Alice Chadonich

CLASSIFIED AD SECTION

Mike
John's
Beach,

WANTED. Any knob with the
monogram "M", in any
medium. Maudie Eastwood,
3900 Latimer Road, N.,
Tillamook, Oregon 97141.

WANTED. 20 sets of door -
knobs for 1890 Victorian

House. Walnut toned plastic
celluloid knobs made in
three parts. Central
portion like hollow
doughnut with bras s center
medallion. Wi l l consider
white or black plastic or
celluloid. John Merrick,
117 South Broad Street,
P.O. Box 67, Kennett
Square, PA 19348.

WANTED. To trade for or
buy. One or t wo of #K- 311
Bronze knobs. Art Andrews,
214 South 4th Street,
Smithfield, NC 27577.

FOR TRADE. The following
doorknobs, one each B-106
(cast iron), D101, F-234
(cast iron), G-116, G-123,
H-213, H-221, H-256 , H-268 ,
H-272 , H-405, I-101, J-214,
K-214 (flat), K-310, L-101,
L-111, and a few others.
Mike Mal donado , 2 St.
John's Street, Old Orchard
Beach, Maine 04064.

Members are reminded that
your dues entitles you to
advertise items for sale,
trade, or wanted at no
charge.

WANTED. To trade for or
buy, antique doorbells. Joe
Mueller, 1227 Roxton Drive,
St. Louis, MO 63137. Phone
314-867-7943.

FOR SALE. 11 complete
Corbin lock sets, #B- 215 in
Victoria Decorative Art (c.
1895). Good Condition.
Asking $1,000 but will
consider all reasonable
offers. Walter Bright, 11
E. Papago Drive, Tempe, AZ
85281. Phone 602-946-4709.

WANTED. To buy, brown
porcelain knobs (with
swirls of yellow color),
diam. 2-1/8" to 2-1/4";
thickness 7/8" to 1-1/16".
H. S. Robinson, 119
Colonial Ave., Moorestown,
NJ 08057.

WANTED. To buy, antique
light fixtures, glass
shades, etc. Stefan Lys,
4412 No. Ashland Ave.,
Chicago, IL 60640. Phone
312-728-8911.

At our 1985 convention in
St. Louis, members in
attendance received a
pamphlet in conjunction
with our continuing
education program. It
contained 34 questions
posed by John Holland to
certain designated members
of the Club and their
answers. Included was
information regarding same
of the earliest door knobs
manufactured, various
methods of manufacture,
clues identifying age of
hardware, how to
distinguish reproductions
from originals, insuring
collections and much more.
A lot to time and research
went into this very
interesting and informative
booklet.

It was felt that perhaps
our new members as well as
those who did not attend
the St. Louis convention
might like to have this
information. Copies are
available for anyone
interested. Send your
request along with a check
for $6.50 made payable to
Alice Chadonich, Archivist
ADCA, 4701 Harrison Street,
Omaha, Nebraska 68157.
Please try to have your
orders to me by June 8 1

1988.

Addition: Frank Johnstone &
Joan Hawley, 1236 Moore
St., Brookings, OR 97415.
Ph: 503-469- 2296.
Address Change:
Maldonado , 2 St.
Street, Old Orchard
ME 04064.

/!,4'OO

"What doorknob ?"
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