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Death Claims Jim Kaise r
ADCA Mourns His Loss

Jim Kaiser, President of Antique
Doorknob Collectors of America and one
of the world's foremost doorknob
collectors, died of cancer at his home
in Minneapolis, Minnesota, on February
11, 1987. He was 60 years old .

Mr. Kaiser, with his wife, Lee, 'took
an active roll in the formation of t he
ADCA at Waverly, Iowa, in September
1981. Jim and Lee accepted the
responsibility of editing and
publishing a quarterly newsletter and
Lee took on the added responsibilities
of a board member and treasurer. They
held these positions until September
1986.

Because of work and personal
commi t ment s , the Kaisers stepped down
from their newsletter and treasurer
positions for the following year.

Jim and Lee hosted the 1986 ADCA
convention in Minneapolis . At the
annual meeting held during the
convention, Jim Kaiser was elected to
the board of directors and President

of the organization. Maude Eastwood
was elected Vi ce - Pr es i dent and
succeeds Kaiser as President.

"It started about fifteen years
ago," Jim recalled for February 1986
readers of THE DOORKNOB COLLECTOR
"when closing up the farm house of a
deceased relative. We noted that the
front doorknob was different than the
white porcelain knobs on all the
others doors."

"After cleaning the paint from the
knob it was found t o be cast iron and
had a delicate and pleasing design ."

"After that we began to take note of
the doorknobs in antique shops and at
flea markets. The next f i ve or six
acquisitions were of the wrought steel
type. Then we found a cast brass knob
with a fetching Branford pattern. That
did it, we became collectors."

At the time of his death, Jim Kaiser
had over one thousand, seven hundred
different doorknobs.
( cont i nu d page 2)
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Anti que Doo rknob Colle ctors of
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1987 Convention .... ...... . . .. •Al St ill
Archivist . .. .... .. .. .••.Dorothy Miller

KAI SER (cont inued)
James F. Kaiser wa s born in Pernham,

Mi nnesota , on October 27 , 1926 . He
a ttende d high school i n Ba gl ey .
Foll owi ng gr ad ua t i on , he en t ered t he
Un i ted St a t e s Nav y . Upon c omp le tion of
his military obl i gat i on , Kai s er
ent er ed t he Un ivers i t y of Minne sot a
wher e he gr aduate d with a degr ee in
Bus iness Administr ation .

Fol low i ng hi s graduat i on f r om
co l lege , J i m wor ked for Hope Che st
Company, owned and d i r ected t he
Subur ban Maintenanc e Commerc i a l
Cl eaning Serv i ce and wor ked at Mapl e
Manor (in St i l lwater , Mi nne s ot a )
be fore becomi ng t he Admi n i s t r a t or of
Mount Olivet Car ev iew and Mount Ol i ve t
Home i n 1972 . He held t ha t posit i on
unti l hi s dea t h . Mr . Kaiser al s o had a
sea t on the Board of t he Me tropol itan
Health Cou nc i l ( in Mi nneap ol i s ) and
was t he only l ong- ter m hea l t h c ar e
Admin i s trator on the boar d.

Jim i s s ur v i ved by his wife ,
Leona( Lee) , t hr ee s on s , Wi l l i am, Davi d
and Mi cha e l and t hr ee grandch i l dr en.

In memor y of J i m Ka i s er ,
contr i butions may be made t o t he :

Mount Olive t Car ev i ew
Jim Kai s er Memor i a l Fund

c / o Lee Kai s e r
41 25 Colf ax Avenue South

Mi nneapol i s , MN. 55409

COMPLETE CONVENTION I NFORMATION IN THE
J ULY I SSUE OF THE DOORKNOB COLLECTOR.
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l~il i s r r Was ltJ rrrrpti llr By Ma ud Easl wood

It wa s with deep re gr et tha t I
l e a r ned of t he de a t h of Jim Ka i ser,
our go od f r i end and c l ub pre s i d en t , on
Febr uary 11, 198 7 . I t a ke very
personally the untime ly pas s i n g of
f ound i ng membe rs of our c l ub . First,
Emil Mi l l e r , t hen Darr e ll Razor a nd
now, Jim Kai s er. The s e men wer e amoung
t hose me mber s caught up in t h e
orig ina l ur ge to un i t e , a move that
s ur f a c e d i n mi d - 1977. pr e c e d ing t he
joint a nd s ucc e s s f u l effor t s of Ar n i e
Fredrick and Emil Mil l e r t o f or m an
a s sociation of door knob co l l e c t ors .

Jim was a n a cquaintance of George
Doyle, who , in 19 78, ha d pus he d for a
club. Howe ver , t he time wa s not right ,
t he attempt withered, bu t not before
Doy l e s ucceeded i n bringin g excellen t
pUblic ity of t he move t o p e op l e a nd
organization s in h i gh p lace s . J i m wa s
arnoung the f i r s t and s t r on ge st
propon ent s f or an as s ocia ti on of knob
col lectors.

J i m Kai ser, wi th h i s wi f e, Le e, were
t he f i r s t and only e d i t or s of t he ADCA
new sl e tter until Septembe r 1986 when
the posit ion was r e l i nq u ishe d and Jim
was e l e c t ed club president . Our
new sletter i s the ou t growt h of t he
19 77-1981 news le tter e d i ted by Rich
and Fa y e Kenne dy of New J e rsey, a
news le t ter t ha t s e r v e d a c on t i n ge n t of
knob collectors t hat wer e bound
together by correspondence and an
occasional f r i e ndly v i si t .

J im was a man of grea t depth and
percept ion, to a degree a ttained by
few people. In answer t o my September
1977 i nq uir y soliciting h i s ideas on
t he poss ible i n t e r e s t fel t for a club
f or ma t i on and f or h i s ideas, he
replied with a three-page le t t e r . The
content was both hopefu l and
pr ophe t i c , a s evidenc ed by t he
f o l l owi ng quotes : "As your book
becomes more widely circulated, I'm
s ur e you will fi nd y our s e lf becoming
t he f oc a l point of a lot of
corre spondence wi th all s or t s of
s ugge s t i ons and proposals f or s e t t ing
up a club." (That ma t er ializ e d . )

;fflau b <!East \.u oob

~rrs i br n t

"Mayb e s ome one will surface t hat has
t h e t i me and i nc l ina t ion to put
s ome t h i n g t oge t her. " (That
ma t e r i a li z e d .) "I would think serious
c o l l e c t or s wou ld a t tend weekend
mee t ings e i the r regional or n at i ona l . "
( Th a t ma t e r i a l i z ed. ) Then , he f ur t he r
gen e r ous l y offered , "if i t develops
tha t a pa id s t a f f person is r e q u i r ed
to carry out some organizational
duties , I wou l d be gl a d t o f i na nc i a l ly
s upp ort i t. "

J i m often spoke with grati tude of
his love l y wi fe, Le e , who was wi t h h im
in a ll matters " doorknob" and who also
f i l l e d the office of
Secretary-Treasurer of ADCA.

As e l e c t e d Vice-Pres ident for the
y ear, I will be s t e pp i n g i nto J im
Kaise r' s footstep s , endeavoring my
b est t o do even h a l f the job I know
t hat he wou ld have done . As sadly a s
we all will miss Jim , we will always
be gr a t e f u l for his i nspiration and
c ar r y on i n a manner worthy of him
memory.
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N-1l9
N-120
N-l21
N-122
N-123
N-124

ORNAMENTAL DESIGN IN ANTIQUE DOORKNOBS
by Len Blumin

OVAL KNOBS

OSTEND - Reading, 1910 catalog.
ISIGNY - Louis XVI , Yal e & Towne, 1910 (also Guerin).
Unknown
ARCADIA - Barrows.
Unknown
SAVENAY - French Rena issance , Reading, 1910 catalog.

N- 1l9

N- 120

N- 121

N- l 22

N- 123

N- 124
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N-125
N-126
N-127
N-128
N-129
N-130

OVAL KNOBS
(continued)

HEREFORD - (HG), Gothic, SarBent.
LOUVRE - Corbin, 1905 Catalog .
SARGENT - Reminiscient of N-125 .
Unknown, unusual shape .
ROOSTER KNOB - Yale & Towne "Special" design, 1910 .
Egyptian style lady. - Corbin ( ?) .

N-125

N-126

N-127

N-128

N-129

N-130
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With Ha r h a r a Licsman

From the Sta tehouse west, at the
f oo t of Cap ito l Hi ll, will be our new
St a t e Hi s t or i c a l bu ilding. It should
b e op ene d by t he time you come i n
Septe mber. Then on to our ge odes i c
dome botan ical cen t er on the rive r
front. It ' s d i s pl ays chan ge wi t h the
s eason s . Outs ide are n i c e walk around
garden s . You would s e e a piece of
mode r n metal sculptur e . I say i t l ook s
like a rib c a ge of a pr e -h i s t or i c
mon s t er t ha t be lly uppe d .

Fr om t he ga r dens we would make a
quick t r i p to Ci ty Ha l l . There has
been some good restora tion wor k done
and i t has a handsome marble sta i rway
a nd gre a t bras s l i gh t fixtures. Then
we wou l d cros s t h e r iver t o the we s t
s i de of downtown Des Moi ne s . On the
r i v er f r on t , across the s t r eet from
each o ther, are t wo nicely r e s t or ed
f avor it e s of mi ne. Our main l ibr ar y
h a s a beaut i f ul s t a i ne d glas s dome,
cherry woodwork , a gallery a l l t he wa y
around t he ma i n room and looking down
y ou see a grea t b i g glass s t a r i n the
f l oor . Li gh t shows through from the
lower level. Wh i l e I was growin g up , I
spent many ha ppy hour s i n t his
l i br a r y .

Next we would go to our old Pos t
Of fice wh ich is now used for
addi tional off ice space by our Count y
gov er nme nt . The two story l o bby has
be en r edecorated t o the or iginal
c o l or s . Fort unately i t had never been
r emod e l ed or otherwis e spoiled, and i s
n ow us ed as an art ga l lery and f or
int ere s tin g t r a ve l i ng d is pl ay s .

Des Moi nesTouring

@

COME EXPLORE THE HEARTLAND '~

Ha d a n i ce letter and phone visit
wit h Ray Nemec, asking me t o t e l l y ou
about Des Moine s .

I am a fourth generat i on De s Mo i ner.
My great grandfa t her came here f r om
Terry-Town-on-the-Hud son i n 1874 . He
wa s a stone carver and a
sub-contractor on our b eaut i fu l state
Cap i tol.

I wi s h I could take you on a
personal tour of De s Mo ines. We wou l d
s tart at the Capitol, on t he east s i de
of t he Des Moines Ri ver . The Cap itol ,
built greek cros s design, i s si tua ted
h igh on a knol l over looking muc h of
Des Moines. It has a center go l d leaf
dome wi t h f our corner le s s e r dome s .
Twent y-seven k inds of mar b l e were used
in t he i n t e r i or .... beautiful marb l e
f i r ep l a ce s . The l a w libr a r y with i t ' s
handsome s piral s t a i r wa y s t o t he t iers
of b ooks , Supreme Court rooms wi t h
ornately carved walnut, magn i f ice n t
chand e lier s throughout and a s e r i es of
mosaic panels that gre e t you at the
s econd l ev e l of a wide beau t i f u l ly
carved marble s t a i r wa y are wel l wor t h
you taking t i me t o s e e the Capitol.
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DES MOINES ( c on t i nue d)
The bus iness a nd s ho pp i ng d i str i cts,

a few b l oc ks f arther wes t , have
enj oy ed a rea l r e na iss an ce. We ha v e
new of fice buildings , sky wa l ks, gr e a t
shops , fun pl aces to e a t and drink ,
Younkers De partmen t s t or e whe re the y
still mainta in a l ovely tea room . .. 1
l ove it al l . Be at s go ing to a mal l
a nytime .

And with a l i t t l e luck , maybe the
Sh e rm an Hi lls , design a t e d a Nationa l
Historica l are a , will be ha v i n g the i r
fall walking tour whi l e you are her e
f or t he Door knob c onven t ion .

I co l lect doorknobs because of my
own i nt ere s t in De s Mo i ne s . My
gr andpar e nt s had a f i ne old home near
down t own, a n area deve l oped i n t h e
1870- t o - 1900 era . Th ey d i ed i n the
ear l y 1930' s and the ar e a changed muc h
in t he next t wen t y- f i v e year s . Then
c ame p l an s f or a f r e ewa y throu gh the
area I ha d grown up in . . . and I had a
dream! A f ire place fr om Gramp ' s h ous e .
There ha d b e en t hr e e of t hem and now
t h er e were n one. Bu t t here were st i ll
door knobs and t h a t is how I got
s tar t ed . I bough t five at 25 c e n t s
each . One each f or t wo a unt s , who had
grown up i n t he hous e , and t wo
cou s ins . I knew imme d i a te l y I wou l d
mount t hem f or p a per we i ght s . It was
the n I bec ame i nte r este d i n doork no bs ,
but only f r om ho me s of f olk s I had
known or houses that had b e en own e d or
bui l t by we l l known De s Moine s fo l k . I
l et a l o t get a wa y at first as I
r ea l ly d i dn ' t r e a l i ze I was c o l l e c t i n g
door knob s . . . . I was s av i n g a bit of
Des Mo i ne s . And so I wi s h I cou l d t our
you thr u Des Moi ne s as my gr andmot he r
did in t he mi d 19 20 ' s . She l ov ed t o
r i de t he t r ol l ey c a r s . On Sunday you
c ould r ide a l l da y on a pass for 25 ¢ ,
and she woul d t a ke me a l on g , po i n t i ng
out home s a nd barns wher e sh e had
p l ay ed a nd who l ive d the re , and t he r e
a nd t here a nd so I l e a r ned to l ove De s
Moi nes , my home t own .

ADCA
CONVENTION REMINDER

Septemb er 24-26, 198 7

De s Moi ne s , I owa
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Len Blu min Do n a t l o n

Len Blumin, au t ho r of the b oo k ,
Victorian Decorative Art, has do na t e d
ove r 260 cop i e s o f the pUb l ica t i on to
Th e Antique Door knob Collectors of
America . The c l ub a ppr e ci a t e s Dr .
Blumi n's gene r ous gi f t .

Th e a s soc i a tion is se l l i ng the book
f or $ 10 . 00 plus a $1 . 00 sh i pp i n g and
handling cha r ge for e a c h book . Member s
may want to t a ke a dv a ntage of this
s pe cia l price and may do so by s e ndin g
$ 11 .00 f or each book they want t o
ADCA , P.O . Box 126 , Eo l a , I I.
6 0519-0126.
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LOCK MUSEUM NEWSLETIER RECEIVED
The Dec ember 1986 i s s ue of t he Lock

Museum of Amer i c a News le tter wa s
received. The newslet t er c on t a i ns a
lis tin g of the Loc k a nd Har dware
ca t a logs in t he i r co ll ec t ion. Thoma s
Hennessy , cura tor o f the Loc k Mus e um,
wr it e s tha t the Museum's libra ry
contains one of the l arge s t
col l e c tions of ful l l i ne loc k and
ha r dwar e c a t alo gs , book s a nd ma gaz ine s
in the c oun t r y .

Fo r mor e i n f or ma t i on on the
c a t a l ogs , and cost s of cop ies, wri t e
to Lock Museum of Ame r ica, Box 104 ,
Terr y v i l l e , CT 06 786 .



FROM THE ARCHI VES
by Dor ot hy Mi l l er

At the Sep t ember 1984 annual
mee t i ng , th en Presiden t Len Blumin
announced that the ADCA Board of
Di r ec t or s had vo t ed to honor t he
memory of Emil R. Mi ller, a charter
membe r and 1983-84 c l ub arch ivis t , by
naming our cl ub rchives an d libr ary ,
"The Emil Hi ll er Hemori al Li br ar y . "

President Blumin then presented
t hree books t ha t had been donat ed by
the ir authors; "The Antique Doorknob "
and "Antiq ue Bui lders' Hardwa re, Knob
and Accessories " by Maude Ea s t wood and
"Victorian Decora tive Art" by Leonard
Blumin. Len al so dona t ed h i s on ly copy
of Babcock & Stowel l's 1894 ca t a log.
Thi s was t he beginning of our
permanent c l ub l ibrary of complete
boo ks .

Mar t in Me ldahl l a t e r presented t he
new l i br ar y with his copy of "Corbin
Cata log Number 28M" and I contribu t ed
Emil Mill er ' s "P. & F. Corbin , 1905
Catalog" and his "S ager Locks &
Har dware Catalog NO. 37, 1937."

Tha t was the star t of t he l i br ary i n
1984. I t ha s co ntinued t o grow, but we
are a l ways l ooking for new ad d i t i ons.
I f yo u have an y old har dwar e ca t alogs
that woul d en hance the l i br ar y , we
would be delight ed t o have you he l p us
grow ev en more . Remember tha t yo ur
donations ar e t ax deduct ib le .

CLASSIFIED AD SECTION

Members are reminded t ha t you dues
entitle you to advertis e i t ems for
s al e, trad e or wanted at no charge .

FOR SALE, Victorian Decora tive Ar t
(book) by Leonard Blum i n. $10 .00 plus
$1 . 00 shipp i ng and hand l i ng f or each
book . ADCA , P.O. Box 126 , Eola , I I.
60519-0126.

WANTED, To trade or buy, The Commodore
Hotel S iling Sh ip Doorknob (p ictur ed
on page 5 , 0-106 , The Doorknob
Collector, issue #21 ) . Donald Pears on,
38 Judson St., Canton, NY . 1361 7 . '

LETTERS

LIKES NEWSLETTER
Have a copy of THE DOORKNOB

COLLECTOR and find it interesting. I
am always glad t o have people collect.
Happened to talk to a neighbor the
other day and found he collected belt
buckles. New col lectables turn up al l
t he t i me. THE DOORKNOB COLLECTOR is
well done , I don 't know ADCA member
Jack Cooney of nerby Villisca , Iowa.
Vi l lisca is where t he ax murder
occ urred in 1912 and was t he sub ject
of the book last year , "Red Dawn" .

C. W. Fi s hbaugh ,
Newspaper Columnist
Shenandoah, Iowa

Likes Len's Book
I ' m plea s ed to r eport that t he book I

or der ed , "Vic t orian Decorative Art,"
ha s arrived and i s the be st book I
have ever received.

I hope Hr . ( Leonard) Blumi n puts out
ano t her book soon . t he work i n t he
boo k is gr e a t , the be s t I've s een .

Wil liam E. Hart
Henderson , Nevada

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT
I am wonder i ng if you could send me

a subscr i pt ion f orm of The Doorknob
Collec t or and give me s ome informat ion
about t he three books.

I would a lso like some information
as to what catalogs you have
reproduced t ha t are for sale for t he
per i od of high cas t Eastlake bronze
door har dwar e .

Doorknob coll ect ing is i nt er e s t i ng
in spi t e of what my high schoo l
f r i ends s ay .

Robert McNutt
Ottawa, Ontario

ADDRESS CHANGE
Moving your doorknobs to a new

addre s s? Please let us know. Be sure
to i nclude your old address along with
your new address and mail t hem t o
ADCA, P .O . Box 126, Eola, 1L .
605 19- 01 26 .
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