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Planning a 1987 vacation? We ll, like so many midwestern door knob collectors,
We dream of spending a vacation in historic old New Engl and . The dream
includes find ing some rare doorknobs to add t o our collect ion and a suppl y of
traders for the next convention.

The November 1986 issue of Yankee Magazine f ea t ur ed a fine seven page
article on architectural salvage operations in New England. Six of them were
featured with pictures and resumes of their operations.

The Vermont Salvage Exchange, in White River Junct ion, Vermont, was of
particular i nterest . A picture showing hundreds of available doorknobs f or
s a l e accompan ied the article . Vermont Salvage Exchange was started about ten
years ago by owner Dave Ferm . He f e l t there was a need to d i smant l e build ings
so they could be reconstructed. Most older bui l d i ngs were be ing demolished .
Dave Smith, manager of t he company, was quoted as saying, "jus t when I th ink
I've seen every doorknob ever made, I discover a new one ." ( Cont i nued page 2 )
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Salvage Co. 3 Ma in
802-223-7711, open

Exchange. Railroad
River Junction;

open 8-5 Wed.-Fri., 8- 1

Jus t be t hankful he didn 't swallow the
door...

Iron County conserva t ion agent Mike
Chri tensen is used to calls about prob­
lems with wildlife. sually, it's a squirre l
in t he attic or a possum in the basement.

But this one had him scra tching his
head. "I did n't be lieve the caller, so I
wen t to look for myself. Sure enough. it
was just like t he caller said - a black
snake had swallowed a doork nob.

"The five foot snake had a bulge in it
abo ut halfway down its body . I could feel
an oval -shaped Object with a small shaf t
ext endi ng from it. I told t he caller t ha t
t he snake probably would regurgi tate it
in a coup le of da ys.

"A day later I got a call that t he snake
had regurgitated a porcelain door knob."

The Doorknob Collector
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America, Inc.
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Rates on re quest for inserts.

Snake Indigestion

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Gargoyles & Gr iffins. Rte. 1 ,

Hamp ton; 603-926-3744; open 10-5
daily.

Nor t heast Salvage, Rte. lOlA,
Amherst; 603-886-4388; open 8:30-5:50
Mon.-Fri . , 9-5 Sat.,10-4 Sun.

VERMONT
Great American

St . , Montpelier;
9-5 Tues . - Sa t.

Vermont Salvage
Row, White
802-295-7616;
Sa t.

EX PLORING (continued )
Following i s a l i s t of archi tectural

salvage opera tions i n New Engl and as
reported in Yankee Magazine

CONNECTICUT
Coughlin & Cough lin, Olde Mystic

Vi l l age , Mystic ; 203-536-1460. (Main
s t or e i n Kingston, Ma. )

Great American Sa lvage Co., 97 Crown
Street, New Haven . Open, 10- 6 Mon-Sat,
Thur s . till 9. 203-624-1009

Jerard Paul Jordon Gallery, P . O. Box
71, Slade Acres, Slade Road, Ashford;
203-429-7954; by appointment only.

Ted's Sa les Room, Route 184 , 2440
Gold St ar Hi ghway, Mys tic;
203-536-0608; open 9-8 Mon. -Wed.-Sa t . ,
12-8 Sun.

Uni t ed House Wrecking, 328 Se l leck
Street , Stamford; 203-348-537 1; open
9-5 Tues , -Sa t .

Willington Antiques, Rt e . 32, South
Willington; 203 -429-4779; open 10- 4
da ily.

MAINE
El mer ' s Barn . Rte 17, Cooper' s

Mills; 207-549-7671; open 8-8 daily.

MASSACHUSETIS
Coughl in & Cough lin. Elm Street,
Kingston; 617-585-63 11; open 8-5
Mon.-Fri., 10-5 Sa t ., 12-5 Sun . (Main
s tore) . A second s tor e is loca t ed on
Merchant ' s Row, Rte.52 , Hanover.

Joneses Ant i que s and Unt ique s.. Fa i r
Shopping Center (Rte.7), Gr ea t
Barrington;413-528-0156; open 8:30-5,
daily .

Ol de Bostonian Architectual
Antiques. 135 Buttonwood Street,
Dorchester ; 617-282-9300; open 8-5
Mon.-Fri., Sat till 6, 9-1 Sun.

New Boston Building-Wreck ing Co.,
Inc. 84 Arsenal St,;Watertown;
617-924-9090. by appointment only.
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Remember, t he caustic (ash) mix must
be u s ed first, rinse well a nd fol low
with dipp i ng in the acid ( vinegar)
mix. Ri n s e wel l and dip in the soda
mix, then br u s h t horoughly .

An old t oo thbr u s h and a piece of
copper wire wil l be helpful i n
diff icu l t ca s e s . Paste wax may be
app lied f or extended shine.

The u s e of a steel brush i s
pe r mis sib l e i f c leaning iron hardware
and wil l eve n expedite t he work when
chucked i n an e l e c t r i c dr il l . Never
use it on brass as it takes away the
detail and leaves s c r a t c h ed .

Mirror-like surfaces are ob ta ined by
u s ing high s pe e d - r o uge - c har ged buf f ing
whe e l s . Tha t i s f or another artic le .

The doorknob collector, as all
collectors, desires h i s treasurers in
their nicest condition but grease,
dirt, paint and corrosion often
remains a fter years of usage. A litt le
work performs wonders on such antiques
and the true beauty is revealed.

The f o l l owi n g list of mater ials ­
not really everlas ting is both
economical and efficient and may be
use in the kitchen sink wi t h safety.

AN EVERLASTING METAL CLEANING AND
BRIGHTENING LAB

by Charlie Wardell

1 quart hardwood ashes (sifted)
2 cups white vinegar
1/2 cup table salt
1/2 cup baking soda
Four plastic 1 gal lon j ugs (cut away
the top), 1 brass br u s h (suede br u s h ) ,
water, rags.

Mix t he ashes wi t h 1/ 2 gal lon of
water to a soupy mi x in one jug. In
another jug mix the vinegar, sal t a nd
2 cups water. In the third jug mi x the
baking s oda with 1/2 gal lon water. The
f our t h jug conta ins three quart s o f
water for rinsing.

To remove grease and paint, s oak t he
hardware overnight or longer in the
ash mix, (a caus tic). Rins e and br u s h
away the loosened grime with the bras s
bristles . Repeat if necessary .

To brighten tarnished brass or to
remove r us t f r om iron, i mmer s e t he
hardware in the v inegar-salt s o l u t i on
for f ift e e n mi nu t e s (longer i f badly
corroded). This solut ion is an acid
and, a fter rinsing, the hardware must
be dipped into the baking soda
solution to ne u t r a l i z e any acid
remaining i n the knob. Brush
vigorously and the metal will shine
brightly.

Don' t intermix the solutions and do
rinse the hands often. A br a s s bris tle
brush is specif ied to prevent
scratche s .
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ORNAMENTAL DESIGN IN ANTIQUE DOORKNOBS
by Len Bl umi n

FRATERNAL KNOBS

(The followi ng is the sec ond suppl eme n t t o Len's e x cel l e n t book, VICTORIAN
DECORATIVE ART, and a dd i t i ona l s upp l emen t s wi l l a ppe a r as a r e gul a r f e a tur e . )

Many f r a t e r nal organ i zat i ons and " or der s" had knobs f a s hione d f or t he i r
lodge s . Featured here a r e knobs from the Mason 0- 201 , Knights of Col umbu s
0-202 , Knights of Pyth i a s 0-203 , Ea g l e s 0 -204 , El k s 0-20 S, a nd Moos e 0-206.

0-201

0-202

0 - 203
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0-204

0-205

0-206



N-1l3
N-1l4
N-1l5
N-116
N-117
N-1l8

OVAL KNOBS

VITTORIA - Corb i n , 1895 and 1905 ca t alogs.
ALDEN - Russwin , 1900 and 1909 catalogs .
VINCA - PENN. Common knob ,
CAMBRIDGE - Lockwood, 1900 catalog.
Unkown.
ARCADIAN - Yal e & Towne , 1910 catalog.

N- l13

N-1l 4

N-llS

N-1l6

N-1l7

N- 1l8
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11\ r f l r r t i 0 11!i By \1 a ud E a s two 0 d

When I receiv e d our Editor' s
dir e c tiv e : " I want a s t or y of you a nd
t h e knob s f or a future news l e t ter",
my f i r st reaction wa s mu c h the s a me as
whe n r r ece ntly rece ived a one-lin e
r e q ue s t penci l e d on a po st c a r d, t o
t e l l t he wr i t e r a l l I knew about
doorknobs!!!!! Whe re to s tart and
whe r e to s t o p ?

I ha v e diffic ulty i n r eme mbering a
t i me wh e n I was not i n t e r e s ted in
doorknob s . Ev en as a c h i l d on the
farm, I remember wh ite k nob s.
Occasionally t h e y we r e u s e d as
s ubst itut es f or n e s t e gg s . Th e n , a s a
t e e n a ge r wor k i n g i n a seas i d e r e s ort ,
I was i n t r odu c ed to gla ss a nd mott l e d ,
b r own knob s . Still lat e r, d ur i n g a
s umme r s e s sion of me d i c a l at t ention i n
Por t l an d , r di scov ered br on z e
Vi c t or i an ha r dwa r e . Door knobs s eemed
always to take my e ye.

Then, for a pe r i od of c irc a 30
years , t hat interes t so ear l y spa r k ed ,
lay v i r tua l l y dorman t whi l e I mat ur e d ,
f o l l owe d a profes s ion a nd marr i e d . My
hu s b a nd , Norva l, a nd I happi l y r a i s e d
thr e e c h i ldren and b e c ame bu s i n e s s
p e op le be f or e the op por t un ity o p ened
to retur n to that i nt e r e s t . Howe v e r ,
t h r ee occurrenc e s f a nned t h e fl a me :
The complexity of p r od ucin g or n a me n t a l
metallic k no b s was dr i v en h ome to me
as r s o u g h t t o hav e f o ur fi ligre e
cabinet kn o b s repro duc e d f or a n old
apothecary che s t; s t opp e d to v is i t the
p a t e n t s ec tion of t he fame d Frank l i n
Ins t itute a n d the Ph i l a de l p h i a
At h e na e um' s catalogue archiv e whet ted
my i nteres t; view i n g the ear l y
Penn s ylvania co l lec tion of door
h a r dwa r e a t t h e Doy l e stown Mu s e um made
me awar e of r eg iona l i n f lue n c e s i n
d i f f e r e n t eras .

The r e f or e, when a he a l th imposed ,
e a r l y retiremen t allowe d un-r e s tricted
return to my oId, part- t im e hob by , I
was s ome wh at r e a dy t o move ahe ad.
Research mater i a l availab l e f r om t h e
Multnomah Coun t y Library in Por t l a nd ,
al lowed me t o put t o g e t her the f i r s t
def in itiv e wor k on t his specia l ized

s ub jec t . The y e ar wa s 1 9 76 . During the
lat e 1970 ' s sev eral s er i ou s c o l lectors
" sur f aced," k i n d l y say ing tha t t h e
a d v e n t of t h i s b oo k , THE ANTIQUE
DOORKNOB, wa s the caus e . Among t hes e
n a mes woul d be col l ec tors who were
ins trument a l i n formin g the cl ub, t h e
ANTIQUE DOORKNOB COLLECTORS OF
AMERICA. To the s e early members , l owe
a pr i mary d e bt for a dd itional ma t e r i a l
and a rt i fac ts l oa ne d , t h a t woul d
b ecome the bas i s of my s econd v o l ume ,
pub l ished in 198 2 . To t he cl ub i n
genera l , I f ur t he r a m in d eb t f or t he
g i f t o f a l i f e time membersh i p a nd
o t he r courtesie s ext e n d e d f rom year to
y ear .

Gradu a l l y , a wealth of mate r i al ha s

a cc umu l at e d a s a r e s u l t of follow ing
l e a d s f o un d i n patent copies,
c at a l o gues , manufacturers lists, e a r ly
t r a de and t ar iff r e ports and bullet i n s
and a r ticles of buil ding and hardware
i nteres t . Ave n u e s opened t o obtain
f ur t her ma t e r i a l f r om museums and
domes ti c and f or e i gn firms of early
or i gin. Ul t im a t e ly , contact was ma de
with art isans, repre sentatives and
workmen of t h e " old school," who we r e
in t i mate l y c onnect e d wi t h v a r i o u s
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T his West T exas knob
would probabl y be un­
disputed winner in a
"personality" doorknob
contest .

companies producing much of the ear ly
ha rdwar e . Wi th t h is ma t er i al at ha nd ,
compil ing a major work on the s ub j e c t
of old Builder s ' Hardwar e--once
c on s i der e d an i mp os sib i l i t y - -c an now
become r e a li t y .

I n s hort, such is my stor y . I
happened to have been i n t he right
spot at the r i ght t i me , with the ri ght
incl i nat ion a nd a lo t of whee l barrows
(Dutch for helpers) to open to me a
l ife tha t is "out of t his world." To
arr ive at the place where one' s f un
c an a lso be useful and c on t a c t s c an
turn i n t o best f riends, who c ou l d ask
f or anything more?

As for my knob s , my collec t ion i s
e c l e c t i c an d resear ch oriented . As
such, I do no t r e s t ore t he surfaces t o
" show" cond i tion , usua lly removing
only fore ign accumulations. The
i ndiv idual pieces are not a f f ixed in
permanent disp lays f or they are of t en
r e q u i r ed to complete specia lized
exhibits. Each p i e c e has be e n c losely
exami ned f or technical di fference s and
i den t if ication . My 3000 specimen
c o l l e c t i on c annot compete i n number or
e l e ga nc e wi th many of the collections
i n our club --only i n d i v e rs ity . Had I ,
in my possess ion, t he many knob s
l oa ned me f or r ese ar ch, t hat wou l d be
a differen t s tory. I have b ee n known
t o say with sincerity t hat t o me ,

owning har dwar e is secondary t o
r e s e ar ching hardware, yet I cannot
deny t he thrill of t he "hunt". Knob
" feve r " can be j ust a t devastating to
t he knob collector a s i s buc k f ever t o
t he deer hun t er ; we ha v e been k nown t o
do rash and impulsive a cts in the name
of acquiring a pr i z e pie ce.

My favorite knob? My cho i ce i s
s ubj e ct to ch an ge . My favor ite knob
a nd t he on e I wou ld leas t l i ke t o g i ve
up, may not be t he same knob. This
y e a r I traded of f a knob that l a s t
year I would not ha ve con sidered
trading. (What the new owner does not
rea l i ze , is that we own t ha t knob
joint ly! Like my children who are
grown a nd marr ied, t he y may belong to
someone e l s e now, but firs t, and
s till , I cons ider t hem mine. I n MY
heart that knob is half mi ne . )

The major por t i on of my c ol lection
is of U. S . or ig in. However,
incorporated are knobs f r om Sp ain,
France, I t a l y , Germany, The
Nether lands, Ire l a nd , Austra l ia and
England . Many of t he specimen were
trader s ; many gi f ts. Some wer e p a i d
f or de ar l y ; some p i c ke d up f or a
p itta n c e . Ra t her t h an t o illustra te my
c ollection with i nd ividua l pictures, I
of f e r a compo s ite to repr e s en t my
ho l dings. The idea was suggeste d by
our daughter, Jodyne Hol loway, and
executed by my husband and myself . I
must s ee k h er a dv i c e more often , f or
her knob wreath idea net t ed a first
prize a t t h e Tillamook County Fair and
Be s t of the Show a t ou r 1986 ADCA
convent ion .
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encourage you t o t a k e
of t his opportunity . You are
f i nd y our i n t e r e s t in your
h e i gh t e ne d and expanded.

From the Edi tors ' Desk . •.
KEEP THE MATERIAL COMING

We want to remind a l l ADCA member s
that t h i s is your news l e t ter. The
mater ial a nd information contained i n
THE DOORKNOB COLLECTOR comes f rom
you .• . the members . If you th ink there
is too much coverage of something t ha t
does not i n t ere s t you then maybe i t is
time for your to set d own and write an
article on your f a vor i t e door knob
subject and send it i n.

WANTED, One pair o f elongated roses
# 1189 , page 123 or #2028, page 126 i n
Ant i que Builders Hardware. Also
looking f or pa i r e l on ga t ed roses
# 1128, page 1 22 . Al e x Kunkel, Star
Route , Twi n Fal ls, ID 83301,
208-655 -4381

WANTED, To trade for or buy , The
Commodore Hotel Sai l ing Ship Door knob
(pictured on pa ge 5 , 0-106, The
Doorknob Collector, issue # 22 . ) Donald
Pearson , 38 Judson St . , Canton, NY
13617 .

FOR SALE or t r a de , one pair of snake
escu tcheon plat es. (See p icture on
pa ge 1). The s na kes have eyes. Plates
ha ve a dul l s i l ve r co lor plating and
are made f or kno bs tha t go straight
through. Alex Kunkel , Star Ro u t e , Twin
Fa l ls, ID 83301, 208-6 55 - 438 1 .

OOPS! ! ! ! !

CLASSIFIED AD SECTION

Members a r e remind ed that y our due s
e n t it l e s y ou to advert ise items f or
sa le , trade or wanted at no c ha r ge .

WANTED. I am a re latively new member
of ADCA and am a physician i n Buffalo,
NY. I have not been able t o a t t e nd an
ADCA convent ion because of my schedule
bu t hope t o make the 1981 convention .
I n a dd i t i on to collecting doorknobs, I
coll e c t all types of Victorian era
hardware .

I am particular ly interested in
drawer pulls, cupboard catches and
turns, window furniture and shutter
ha r dwar e . I f you have any t ha t you
would like to se ll or trade, please
write . Dale Sponaugle, M.D, 577 Wes t
Fe r r y St .,Apt . #I, Buffalo, NY 14222.

On page 4 i n the December i s s ue
(numbe r 21), p i c t ur e s 0 -101 and 0-102
were r eversed. 0-101 is the Seal o f
t h e De par t men t of Treasury. 0-102 is
the Seal o f the Uni ted States.

i,.'FROM THE ARCHIVES
by Doro t hy Miller

At the t i me of the conven t ion i n
Minneapolis, severa l of our membe r s
took a dvantage of the opportunity to
use the catalog cop ie s t ha t were on
t he arch ives table . A number of
des i gns were identified and dated and
other informat ion gleaned . Certain l y
those people who researched i t ems
would testify as to the usefulness of
t hese cop ies.

Her e is a chance for you to get your
own catalog copie s so that you can do
your r e s e a r ch at home r athe r t ha n
having to wai t f or the l im i ted time
that you have during the c onve n t i on.

I n this i s s ue of THE DOORKNOB
COLLECTOR , you wil l f i nd an up-to-date
catalog order blank, which contain s a
complete list of t he catalogs
currently available for purchase. Th i s
order blank con tains a descr ip tion o f
t he various order categories and the
prices.

Please get y our or d e r s and check s t o
me by April 1, 1987. I will then hav e
a l l copies mad e a t t h e same t i me , t hus
saving wear and t e ar on o ur master
copies .

Let me
advantage
sure to
doorknobs

o-u-



ANTIQUE J:XXRKNOB COLLECI'ORS OF AMERICA

CATALCG CIIDE:R roRM

Copi es of the catalogs listed belcw are available to I1lBtIbers at the price indicated,
which incllrles shiWing charges. Copies are loose leaf, and unbound.

There are three possible order categories, but each catalog nay not be available in
all three categories. These three categories are: .

Canplete catalog. In the case of a builder's catalog, the book: has bee1 copied in
its entirety. In the case of a general hardware catalog, ooly the builder's hardware
sectioo has been copied,

selected pages. Inclu:led are: title page, finish or other general hardware
informatioo pages, pages shewing doorknobs, escutcheons, flush pulls, store doac
locks, push plates, crenooe bol.ts , sane nort.Ise loclcs with on1a~e. facep~ates, a few
rim loclcs, furniture hardware, doorbells, keyhole plates, and 1l1l\lted mlscellaneous
hardware itBIIS that are offerred in the saD'e designs as shewn for knobs and
escutcheons. In sane cases, a few padlocXs and keys are inclu:led.

Knob design pages. These pages pertain strictly to knobs and possibly sane levers
and escutcheons. Title and finish pages, if available, are inclu:led.

NAME AND DtSCRIPI'ICI< OF CATAI.CX:i

Baldwin Hardware Manufacturing COrp. - 1976
Contains sane illustratioos of the Limoge porcelain
knobs that sane members acquired during the 1985 St.
Louis conventioo.
8 page I:JJ.lletin

Bayer-Gardner-Himes Co. - 1925
catalog 12
]01 total pages
81 Selected pages
50 Knob design pages

Chicago Hardware Mfg. Co. - 1895
catalog No. 6
240 pages
Canplete catalog
180 Selected pages
43 Knob design pages

The Corbin. - 1902 - 1903
SChools of Design
37 pages taken fran 23 volunes of trO'lthly bulLet.i ns

P & F Corbin FRATERNAL EMBLEMS - No date.
('anple'~ Catalog - 23 pages

$2.00

$9.80
$6.00

$28.80
$13.00

$5.20

$4.50

$2.80

LocI<wood - 1953
Bulletln with the history of LocI<wood, going back
to Nashua Lock CO.
39 selected pages

Lockwood Manufacturing Co. - 1914
804 pages
canplete catalog
436 Selected pages
136 Knob design pages

Mayn-ore BrarO Builders Hardware
Catalogue No. lC - July 1912 .
Inclu:les 19 page price list w/illustratloos
canplete catalog 101 pages
27 selected pages

Mallory, Wheeler 'CO. - 1882 catalog.
332 pages
104 Selected pages
42 Knob design pages

A.G.~ - No date ac Oltalog ntEber.
Nlmlber of pages unknown.
previously kncIoIn as Neomm , caproo.
35 Knob design pages

Norwalk Lock CO. - 1890 catalog
376 pages
184 Selected pages
80 Knob design pages

Phoenix Lock Works - 1894
canplete catalog - 159 pages
41 Selected pages

Reading Hardware Co. - 1897
690 pages
canplete catalog
398 Selected pages
25 Knob design pages

Russell & Erwin
Volure No. 2 - 1875
Total mnber of pages unkna.m.
36 Knob design pages

Russell & Erwin
1897 Catalog
280 pages
94 Selected pages (47 pages)

$4.7(1

$96.50
$52.40
$16.40

$12.00
$3.30

$12.50
$5.30

$4.20

$22.10
$9.60

$19.10
$5.00

$82.80
$47.80

$3.00

$4.40

$5.70



AfXA catalog Order Blank -- Page 2

Russwin Hardware - SCHOOlS OF DESIGN
No date 70 pages
Conplete catalog

Sargent's Artistic Hardware
No date - Approx. turn of C€fltury
335 pages
130 SelectErl pages

Skillman Hardware Manufacturing Canpany
1909 Oitalog
Conplete catalog - 80 pages
13 SelectErl pages

unitErl States Steel lDck Co. - 1907
elintcrl , Iowa
Oitalog No. 6
231 pages
Conplete catalog
122 SelectErl pages
20 Knob design pages

$4.20

S15.60

S9.60
S2.00

S27.80
S14.70

S2.40

Send orders to:
oraha , Nebraska

Ship to:

Dorothy Ann Miller, 8074 Cedar Street,
68124. Inc1trle payment with order.

Name

Uli tErl States Steel lDck Co.
Supplsnertt No. 1 to Oitalog No. 6
33 pages
canplete catalog

Weiser Hardware Mfg. Co. - 1929
79 pages
canplete catalog
10 Knob design pages

Yale & Towne Mfg. Co.
Oitalog No. 10 1884
384 pages
Canplete catalog
152 SelectErl pages
17 Knob design pages

Yale & Towne Mfg. Co.
Oitalog No. 12 - 1889
Total pages unknown
18 Knob design pages

Yale & TcMle Mfg. Co.
Oitalog No. 14 - 1893
299 pages
92 SelectErl pages (42 sheets)

S4.00

S9.50
S2.00

S46.10
S18.30

S2.50

S2.60

$5.60

City

Address

State Zip
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