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THE FOLLOWI NG IS EXCERPTED FROM ur NDUSTRIAL CHI CAGO u

P u b li sh ed in 1 8 9 1

In the early days of Chicago the phrase "builders' hardware" conveyed the ide a
of nails, common l at ches , stap les, hasps and per haps a padlo ck. The pi oneer s
sought only for the abso l ute necessar i es of l i f e, and the iron art i c les named
answered their seek ing. I n 1843 a few chur ch bu ildings were erect ed in t he
city, wherein spec imens of ornamental hardware were spar i ngly used. Wi t hi n
the f ol l owing half decade regular builders' hardware stores wer e es t bli shed,
and wi t h such estab l i shments came new goods to be i nt roduced to ho use bu i l der s .
Year after year the trade gr ew in importan ce.

A hi story of t he r api d progres s in the line of builders' hardware and t he fe w
prom i nent firms th at have been mo st cl osel y alli ed with i t cannot fai l t o be
in t ere st i ng, both to those who can look back and remember what Chi cago wa s before
th e fire of 1871, and to those who o~ly know Ch icago as it i s . Recol l ect ions of
Oswal d Lockett begi ns with the year 1863. At that t i me, he sta t es , "there '.'Jer e
but t wo hou ses i n t hi s l i ne tha t made any pretens i on of carryi ng anyt hi ng l i ke
a f ai r assortment of buil der s ' hardware and mech ani cs' too l s". Th ese t wo houses
were Lar r abee &Nor t h, t hen doi ng bu s iness at 174 Lake St ree t , and t he still
older house of Edwi n Hunt at 84 La ke St r eet , and a per son i n sear ch of anyth i ng
a l i t t l e out of t he r egul ar line would be referred t o those t wo ho uses wi t h th e
r emar k " if you cannot f i nd them there, t her e wi l l be no use i n your looki ng
any f ar t her ". Pla i n substant i al hardware, black japanned cas t - i ron hin ges and
whit e porc elain knobs wi t h pl at ed or porcelai n rose s and escut cheons , wer e about
as f ancy as th e aver age per son cared to i ndulge in , even for a r easonabl y good
house . Occa siona ll y someone wo uld be found who wanted somet hi ng bet t er or
more showy, and t o such per sons elec t ro-p l at ed s i lver or hand-pl at ed s i l ver
har dwar e was f urn is hed. About th e year 1868, Edwi n Hu nt f i t t ed up a ·new of f i ce
and used some ornament a l bronze go ods made by Ra nki ns of Phi lde lphi a . This,
how ver, was no t hi ng but whi t e metal or some cheap soft compo s ition r t i f i ci al ly
col ored dar k, and wi t hout merit . Next came P. &F. Corbin, wi t h a smal l l i ne of
what we now kn ow t o have been very ordinary br onze me t al hardware , t hou gh at
t hat t ime i t creat ed qui t e a sens ation. Ra pidly follow i ng th i s came a li ne of
compr essi on bronze goods made by the Russell &Erwin Manufac t ur ing Comp any,
whic h to get her wi t h a very pr et ty lava knob and es cut cheon t o mat ch, const i t ut ed
th e f ir st complet e l i ne of real ar t i st i c hardware t hat had been put on t he
ma rket . Thi s wa s i n t he year s 1869 and 1870, and they cont i nu ed t o hold the
lead unt i l af ter the gr eat f i r e of 1871. cont i nued - page 2
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I NDUSTRIALe HIe AGO - Con tin u ed

In the latter part of 1872, Hopkins &Dickinson of Newark, N.J., brought out a
comparatively full line of ornamental bronze metal hardware of more or less
meritoriolls designs, claiming that the bronze metal mixture used in them was a
richer and purer than that used by any other manufacturer. Closely following
them came the Branford Lock works with an entire line of very pretty designs and
various finishes. Then came the Norwalk Lock Company, Mallory, Wheeler &Co. and
others, each with his own particular line of specific merit. About this time, or
in the spring of 1887, the Yale &Towne Manufacturing Company of Stanford,
concluded to enter the field as competitors for the trade in fine builders'
hardware. Then began, in earnest, the fight for supremacy, and for some time each
sought to produce something a little better than the others, and as a result, there
was a rapid advancement in the art. The manufacturer showing goods invariably
called the attention of the dealer to the superior merits of the particular
articles he was presenting, relying on the quality and not on the price to sell
the goods. But this condition of trade could not continue undisturbed, and the
increased demand for bronze metal goods brought into life a host of small manufac­
turers, who would select some article already produced by one of the larger
manufacturers and offer to duplicate it for much less money, which he could easily
do, as he had no cost for designing or pattern work, but the result was never
satisfactory, the dealer did not get the same article for less money, what he
really got was a very poor imitation, for which he paid a good round price.
But the change had come, the inroads made by these pirates caused many of the
older manufacturers to reduce the quality of their goods, and instead of
trying to sell goods on their superior merits, as heretofore, they offered
them as something a little less in price.

Imitation was the order of the day, and the market was soon flooded with
numberless lines of cheap bronze and imitation bronze, which, though cheap
enough at the price charged for it and a great bles;ing to parties of limited
means, putting up inexpensive buildings, was nevGttlleless, a great drawback
to the art, and, in the hands of unscrupulous dealers, very injurious to
legitimate trade, as many of the lim~tations were so close, that while per­
fectly fresh, non but an expert could detect the fraud. Happily, there are
some manufacturers who have had the courage to continue making honest goods and
who have made rapid strides forward, until today, in spite of the flood of
worthless stuff offered on the market, America can justly claim to produce the
finest builders' hardware in the world, and Chicago claims to have been the
foremost city in its use and to have originated many of the best designs-its
handsome residences, magnificent office buildings and its world-renowned
Auditorium are furnished with hardware which cannot fail to attract attention
for its richness and perfect fitness. For many of these buildings, the
hardware was specially designed and manufactured-that on the Phenix insurance
building was designed by the late John W. Root and furnished by Orr &Lockett,
this was the first large building for which a special private, design was
furnished throughout, coupled with an agreement that it should not be dup­
licated. The Rookery lays claim to being the first office building in the world
on which Bower-Barffed iron hardware was used. This was also designed by the
late John W. Root and furnished by Orr &Lockett. Many of the other buildings
were furnished with special hardware, but these two mark distinct steps in the
art and are worthy of special attention.

Thanks to Art Paholke for sharing
this interesting information
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SCHOOLS OF ORNAMENTATION

Exc e rpt s fr om "Lock s a nd Bui l de rs Hardwar e "
by Henr y R. Towne

"Flor e nc e"
By Corbi n

By Loc kwood

ROM ANE SQ UE

Ko ma nesque has been well defin ed as the sch ool bas ed
en and preserving Roma n fo rm s , whi ch was founded by
ln habita nt s of Roman colonies in Southern France.
The wide extent of Roman esque wo r k th ro ughout Europe
can be traced to the in fl uence of conques t and col­
oni zat io n, notably in th e case of Norman invasi ons
of England and Si cil y as we l l as France.

The characteri stic s ar e di stin­
guis hab le but hard to def i ne.
In genera l mas siven ess , th ough
fr equently in later work de l i ­
cacy i s noticeabl e. The aca nt hus
i s used wi t h sharp point s as a
rule, bo unded with an interlac e
of aca nt hus s t ems in f ull vi gor .

Bul gi ng form in preferen ce to
recedin g; the convex ra ther
t han th e concave, are stamps
of th e school . Its lasting
fe atures are we ig ht and str engt h.

Roman esque ornament ation in
Fra nce and It al y was li ke th e
first f aint note s of spr i ng
af t er a dismal winter of dark
ages follo wi ng th e fa l l of Rome.

It wa s dec id edly an awak ening,
because in spi t e of th e temp ­
t ati on to conti nuo us ly empl oy
t he cl ass i c f r aqmen t s or copy
t hem , we see a t urnin g to nat ure
f or i nspi r at ion , whic h wa s l ater
t o lead to t il e realism of Gothic
ar t.

Convent i onal i t y i s it s s t r ong
point as in a l l good sc hools of
or nament , and yet it gives the
almost perfect sugges t ion of
nat ur al forms wi tho ut ever be­
comi ng reali sti c .

The knobs f E' dtured ar e nota ble
examp les o f t h e Romane s qu e
schoo l of d e s i g n .

"M i.L o "

By Re Ll oing

"Auvergne "
By Ya l e & Town e
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MY FAVORITE KNOBS
By John Holland

I have been co1lp.c t i nq door knobs
and r ela t ed hardwar e sin ce 1975.
Dur i ng th at peri od of ti me, I
have become fond of certain knobs,
for 0 ne rea son 0 r an0 th er, but
w h . ~ I was asked to nominat e my
f d V0 " i te knobC; , I f 0 und i t 1ike
trying t o sor t out my f avor i t e
r elati ves. They are all spec i a l
and for different r easons, but
here goes . . .

"Delli Dr op" by Nashua Lock Co . 1879
Th is kn ob is mad e of mercury gl ass
or s i l ver gla ss and is commonl y
cal led reflecti ve gl ass.

Sandwi ch gl as s. Cutg1ass with metal
screw at t achi ng knob t o spindl e .
By Sanwi ch Glass, Cap Cod, Mass .
(Close d opera tio ns in th e l at e 1880 ' s )

Waterfor d cryst al . Knob was recov ered
from th e Crys ta l Ballroom of t he Grand
Un ion Hote l , Sar atoga Spri ngs , N. Y.
The Grand Uni on was buil t in th e
1870 's and wa s dismant led in 19 55. It
had th e r eputati on of being th e "meet­
ing pla ce of t he wo r l d" .

"Punted" by Nashua Lock Co . 1879
Pressed gl ass wi th umbr ell a shank.
Fou nd in j unk st or e in Portlan d,
Oregon. Cost $1. 75
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Pa ~rp oint gla ss - al so ca l l ed
"cont r oll ed bub ble s". Has um ­
br e l la shank - 1880.



Cut Sp hero id - Rus sell &Erwi n
Patent ed October 12, 1886

"Cupi d As l eep" or "Two Nymphs st eali ng
Cu pid ' s arrow " . Thi s knob f eatu r es a
thin Wdgwood t ype jasperware cameo
i nser t . Wh ite fig ure s on a bl ue back­
ground .

"Kni gh t - Templ ar" A Masoni c Order
emblema tic f r om a ma nsio n in Por t­
land , Oregon - circa 1900 .

Por celain - coba l t and guilt des i gn.
Thoug ht t o be English_

"Hummingbird" ~xqus ite desi gn and
wor kmanship . By Rus sel l & I rwi n in
1880 .

Indian bus t - fin el y cast in deep
relief , life like. Reportedly .ame
fro m t he r~i z pa h Hot el in Tori anah ,
Nevada , c i r ca 1900.



We were shocked and s a d d e n ~ d t o learn
of t he death of Emi l Mi l l er of Omaha ,
Nebra ska, on Marc h 2nd, as a re sul t of
comp l ications f oll owing quad by-pa ss
heart surge ry .

Em il was instr umental in the f ormation
of our club and devoted a great deal of
t ime and t a l ent to our obj ect ives . fie
'tla'" d Pt1 oi nte d C1 r r hi vi s t at t he 1as t
convent 18n and was busy est ablis hi ng a
permanent arc hiv e f or ADC A.

Emil , a nativ e Nebraskan , was born
December 27, 191 7. Upon gr aduati on
from high schoo l, he spent seven year s
i n t he Na vy dur ing Wo r ld War II .

He lJter ear ned a degr ee f r om t he

Univer sity of Nebraska schoo l of
Engineer ing . This was f o l lowed by
spec iali zed st ud y and exper i ence i n
t he fi el d of builders har dwar e , and
subsequent em plo y~e n t with t he Schl age
Lock Compan y . December 31, 1983 marked
his retirement after thirty years with
Schlage .

Emi l was an act ive membe r of sever al
trade re lated ass oc i at io ns inc lud i ng,
The Door and Har dwa r e Ins t i tu t e , Th e
Cornhusker Guil der s Har dwar e Club and
th e Nebraska Locksm i t h Assoc iation .

The member shi p expre sses t he ir s incere
condo1ence t o Emi l ' s wif e, Dor ot hy An n,
AD CA secretary, and to her f ami ly.

David Ol afs en of Ca led oni a , Illi noi s , has gr aci ous l y
res ponded to our req uest to tel l hi s "st ory".

I star ted dealing in new and used genera l me rchandise in 1955 when I was ten
years old . My family was always very hel pf ul, dr iving me t o auctions and t aki ng
telephone messages . I l ear ned about running a business and dealing with the pub­
lic by tri a l and error, si nce none of us had any formal t rai ni ng in bus iness . It
was a l l quite low key at f i rst .

Al t hough a la ck of capi tal i s quit e a detri me nt
to f orce me to examine aban
type of tra ining pr ompted
houses and fa rm bui l d
abI es and scr ap met al.
decent doork nob t hat
when I was about 18.
quite l ar ge and egg

Th i s whet t ed my appet i t e
acqua i nt ed wi t h mos t of th e
deal er s , bought many and so ld

to mos t bus i ness es , it te nded
doned and cas t away i t ems. Thi s

me to sa lvage f r om abandoned
i ngs , cas hi ng in on r e al ­

The f i r s t house wi t h a
I r ecal l, came a l ong
I t w s ext r a heavy ,

shaped . I s t i l 1 have it .

for door knobs . I got
ar ea sc avenger s and scr ap

few .. . .

Over t he years I became more in volved in antiques and a bet t er c la ss of arc hitect­
ura l ar t i f act s t han I was able to gather around horne . Hence , I st ar ted trave li ng,
f ir st t o t he south (mos t ly Mi ss i s s i ppi ) , l ater t o New Engl and with i t s great
market s i n Br imf i e ld, Mass . and e lsewhere inc l ud i ng thou sa nds of independent
shop s. Al l in a l l , it has been a prime oppo r tu nity to coll ect doork nob s .

For me , t he r ea l jewels i n the crown are t he membe rs of ADCA . Altho ugh I coll ec-
ted for twenty years , I never knew much about what I had , nor did I rea lize that a
others shared my interests . Be longing to the organ ization has enriched my exper - ~
ien ces consid era bly . As far as kn owledge - i t ' s only th e beginnin g.

Davi d Ol afs en



M0 R E VARI AT I ON S

Test your memory

Wh ich ones do you have?

- Before you look -

The June is sue of the D C wi l l include a memb ership di r ec to ry . Onl y your name( s)
and address wi l l be li sted unless you wish to include supplemental inf ormat ion
such as ; i nt er es t in trading, speci alty and phone numbers. If you wish th i s
additional i nfo rmatio n included, please compl ete the form below.

Me~ber s li sted in th e 1983 directory need not resp ond unless they wish to change
the listing as it appeared .

Informati on for the 1984 Doorknob Collectors' Directory

Name ( s) Address

)
City State zip Home Pho ne

) Interested in Trading : Yes No
Day Phone

e Spec ia lty : (Emblematics, Vic t or i an - etc. )

Plea se do not include my name i n the directory

Deta ch and mai l to: The Antique Doorknob Col lecto r - 4125 Col f ax Ave So. Minneapol is , Mn. 55409
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RESTORATION NEEDS CORNER

The res torat~0n need for this issue was
submitted by Len Blumin. He is seaching
f or 15 pairs of knobs illustrated here,
for a friend who is restoring a victor­
ian structure.

EStlltcheons or roses are not requested.
The center pattern must match exactly.
One quarter inch shank opening preferred.

If you can help, please contact:

Len Blumin
382 Throckmorton Ave.
Mi l l Valley, Ca. 94941
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