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up sig ne r : Lirl wig Kr uez i ng er
Pa ten ted J une 7 , 1 870

Rus s el l & Er wi n Mfg . Co .

I am pr ompte d by events occur i ng durin g our l ast convent ion - events dea l ing
wi t h me, per sonally - t o ask Lee and Jim to in clude a "Th ank You" not e i n thi s
is sue .

In particular, t hes e event s were: t he dedi ca t io n of t he convention bookl et to me ,
and the honor of being el ect ed a per manent member emer i tu s of our bo ar d of di r­
ector s; conf er red in t hat or der.

To tho se of you wh o ar e awa re of my pers onal and bus in ess- exp eri ence backgro und ,
th ese happenin gs gi ve cre dence to the ass umpt io n: "I t could onl y happen in t he

. United St at es" (in refer ence to a par tic ul ar good luck or succes s st ory ) . In

. some case s, un doubtedly th e truth was stretc hed in ord er t o ma ke a "good" st ory .
I ass ure you th at my good- l uck sto ry i s every bit the truth and tha t it i s to
t he cr edi t of my contac ts and suppor ter s th at th ere is even a sucess sto ry .

I f i nd qui te mi nd-boggl ing, th e fac t t hat I was the r ecip i ent of tho se, and
other honor s. Min d- boggl i ng and t hankf ul. And th ere have been ma y mor e , bot h
bef or e and af t er the formation of our club . One bear s tellin g in thi s l i mi t ed
space , with a par agr aph of it s ' own.

A cl ub memb er-- an important busine ss man wh o i s a l so a member of sever al boar ds
of di r ecto rs , act i ve in civi c af fa irs and with f amil y r esp onsib il ities, t ook
time out from hi s bu sy sc hedul e to pl ace a li keness of my f ace on a door knob! He
l i t era l l y carved a very credi ta ble fa csi mil li e by hand, having f ashi oned t he
wooden kn ob and then finishin g af t er applying th e meta l shan k. Greater honor ,
earn ed or un-e arned - has no man r ecei ved! (His wife s ta ted that he had spent
more time on my f ace th an her s!)

My cup runn eth over ! Sur ely , th e t ruth has not been s t re t ched; my exper iences
wi t h door knob people coul d only happen in the Uni t ed St ates. I l ove them al l.

Mother Maudie Eastwood
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RESTORATION NEEDS
(Substitutions acceptable as noted)

No. 1l0!\H

FIG. 6

FIG. 7

Second floor, 4 or S knobs
Hammered metal
No. 110S-H, pg.
6S in ABH

FIG. 7
Long plates preferred

FROJECT: Bennet House (1899), The Dalles, Ore.
Restorationist: Don Williams, owner-resident
Hardware: 2nd floor

8 knobs and plates, "Clifton" design
FIG. 8, VDA, pg. I-S, No. 1-113. Inside
sets only (no cylinder lock plates). See
pg. 137, ABH for plate illustration.

Second f16or--4 to 8 knobs, No. D-lll,pg.D-4
VDA. Same no. of plates--has knob design on
end. Fig. S, basket weave design.

REFERENCE SOURCES with abbreviations:
Victorian Decorative Art(VDA), Len Blumin
Antigue Builders' HardWare(ABH), M. Eastwood 4Ia
PROJECT: Kamm House (1872), Portland, Ore.

(part 1882 Kanne House hardware.)
Restoration Architect: Wm. Hawkins III
Hardware:

Entry door--hexigon metal, 1 or 2 knobs,FIG.l
"~~~~~

Or '.~'1~.;
. .. ,

'-..:'.

"'~
FIG. 1 FIG. 2 FIG. 3

(May substitute similar ones,pg.C-l,VDA--FIG.2)
need 1 or 2 escutcheons, FIG.3, or similar.

m~e ~l1tiquc ~oorkttob
MAUOIE EASTWOOD
3900 LATIMER RD, N,

TILLAMOOK, OREGON 97141
(503) 842-2244

RESTORATION COLUMN

This column, suggested by President Len
Blumin, is an outgrowth from ideas present­
ed at the final meeting of our Sept. conven­
tion, in regard to the clubs' involvement in
restoration projects.

It has been suggested the material be lim-
i ted to airing the needs for certain pieces
of builders' hardware to be used in specific
projects, with club members, only, partic­
ipating. Contacts should be on a one-to-one
basis between collector and representatives
of the project, which in some cases may be
their own.

No pressure to be applied for membership
participation in response to the ads in the
column, for that would violate a tenet of
the club: to collect and to preserve, in our
individual ways, without constraint. Don­
ations are not being solicited.

Most restoration projects have built-in
hardware budgets. Should a collector wish
to partie ipa te by providing an "extra"
(trading would not be ruled out)from
their stock, the business dealings (Corres­
pondence, mailing and payment)may, by mut­
ual agreement, be between provider and res­
toration official, or through the "contact­
ing" collector.;.-the party who sends in the
original information of the need to the col­
umn, profit not to be the motive.

Also, considered for insertion in the col­
umn would be short articles oriented to the
restoration theme. These articles may stem
from personal experience or from first-hand
knowledge of cases--factual accounts cover­
ing either public or private structures.

~1audie Eastwood h3,S accepted the challenge
of operating a "clearing-house" for inquir­
ies and replies to the column untiJ such
a time as of'f i cLaL action is taken. ttiail
to the following andress:

FIG. 8



One of the joys of co l l ect i ng i s to fi nd a var iat i on of a knob that you have in
your collection . Some changes in design are so subtl e that it would be easy to
overlook the variation unless you have the knobs side by side to compare .
~elow are a few examples .

+- + -+ -+ -+-+ ~ + -+-+-+-+ -+- + -+ -+ -+-+ -+-+ -+ - + -+-+ -+-+ -+ - + - + - + - + -+ - + - +

Jerry Johnson , at 830 Eas t Sout hpor t Rd.
Indianapolis , Ind . 46227 - is in need of
10 pJirs of the knob shown below on the
left . He wants t he r ounded top version,
not t he f lat top as i l l us t r ated .

Jerry also needs 15 pair of th e wooden
knob shown below.

It i s int er es ting to not e t hat t he
"Li on" featured on th e front page
is 1isted in the 1875 Ru sse l l and
Erwin cat a l og at $8 . per pair and
t he male and female profil e k n ob ~

i n Len's favorites went for ~ 6 . per
pair. That seems lik e Ll tr emendous
bargain today, but I' m sur e in th ose
days it se emed l i ke J r ea l ext r ava­
gance .

We are a bit late in getting t he
newsletter out this time due to
end of t he year dead lines at work .

I t i s not very comforti ng, but af ter
t his l ast month , at l eas t we know
t hat Min nesota is not t he only co ld
place in the country .

The Ed -j tors



FAV ORITE KN OBS - LEN BLUMI N

In c o l l ec t i ng knob s ov e r t he pa s t 8 y e ar s we have cho s e n to c on­
ce nt rate in the a re a of or na te me t al knobs . Among these , I mu c h
pr ef e r t he o lder de s i gn s ( 1870 - 1890 ), and with one exceptio n my
f avorite s ar e c hose n from this gro up . May be so me day I can ge t
Pa t t i to : r it ~ about he r choices .

"EAGL E" I litera II Y y ctVe u I U ~' ,.Iy l i e r ( ", IIOu ) to
get th i s beau ty . The constructi on of t hi s f i ne
cast bronz e knob pl aces it s ori gin aroun d 1875.

Th e way i t i s made, th e perimeter design , and t he
knob it was fo und with, all suggest th at Ma l lory
~h e eler may have been th e manuf acturer. The U.
seal mo tif mak es it one of the earliest known
"emb1p"l,l t i r. <:, " •

" U\ DY WITH GO NN ET" VDA: A..:301 We found a pair at
a fl ea market some year s ago, and were fortun ate to
t r ade one of th em to Cha r l i e Wa rde l l for her mate ,
A- 30? Tiley were both desi gned by Ludwi g Kreuzi nger
fo r ti le Meta l l"ic Com press io n 'C ast i ng Comp any, and
were is sued desi gn pat ent s on June 7, 1870.

Kre l17 i nger a lso dr siqn ed the famous "D oggi e" , A- 10l
and "Li on", A- 102 , making hi m my f avorite door knob
art i st .

"PLUMED HELMET'! A-= )2 See above. Wh en th ese
knobs were produc ed oy Russe ll and Erwi n, having
acqui red MCCC around 1870, t hey were referred
to in t he 1875 ca t a log as "Medalli on Patte r n,
Lady" and "M edallion Patter n, Kni ght".

VDA: K-1 04 Som e of my f avorit e knob s ar e common.
This one, desi gned by Will iam Go rman f or Russell
and Erwin and patt ent ed Jan. 6, 1874, r emain ed
pop ul ar f or th e next 30 year s, and can be wide ly
f ound t oday. We have se lect ed t hi s c las s i c beaut y
f or th e r estor ati on of our home .

(VDA:"Vic t or i an Decor ative Art" by Len Blurnin )



FAVORITE KNOBS - LEN BL UMIN

VDA: L-1 07 I t se ems mos t of my fa vor ite knobs t ur n out t o
made by Russ ell and Erw i n. This desi gn was also f airl y
popul ar and i s perhaps on of th e f inest s un bur st patterns .

VDA: J - 202 Sold by Tr enton, but cer ta i nly wi t h a
Co rbin inf lue nce . I have J lways f elt t his design
combines the bes t fea tures of what I have in my
book referred t o as t he "cl assic" or "ver nilcula r"
styles . Produced in cas t bron ze and fine cast i r on.

"PRIEST" VDf\ : A-205 Fac inat i ng enigma in te rms of
. s i gn.

~e f ol lowin g erud i te iln alysis, by a dr am a pro­
f essor f r om th e Univ er sity of Denver who wis hes
t o remai n modes t ly anonymo us , i s th e most i nte r ­
estin g spec ula tion on design or ig in th at we have
seen so fa r . Per haps it will inspire oth ers to
make a s imil ar ana lysi s on other interes t ing
designs .

"The fig ure was so strong a remi nder of other and si mi lar fi gu r es I have
seen , t hat I i nves t i gat ed f or a poss ib le coin c idence . I fi rst began by
checking a book by Em ile Ga le , t r ansl at ed from the Fr ench, 'The Go t hic
Ima ge ' . I f ound t hings suggestive of A- 205, bu t noth ing l ike it. My wife
sugges t ed tha t t he prie st ly fig ure r emi nded her of the At las suppor ting
th e remai ns of th e stage i n th e Th eat r e of Di onysus in At hens . You wi ll
not e th at A-205 IS a pr i est , and he i s l ean ing over hi s ambo (a l arg e
pulp i t) and above-him i s what appears t o be somethi ng li ke a l ar ge i nver t ­
ed metal di sk ... a ki nd of resonating device. But, a l so it makes the priest
an At las f ig ure , suppor t i ng some t hi ng, a co l umn, a cap i to l, or whate ver .
Al so, t he ef fec t pro duced in comp r es s i ng th e pries t is humorou s, and pr o­
duces t he effec t of gargo yles seen i n medi eval churc hes . An At las i s th e
ma le count erp ar t of t he ca rya t id , a f emale suppor ti ng f i gur e - th e most
f amous ar e seen supporting t he Er ect heum on the Par thenon . Yo u wi l l get
a decen t enough ef f ect of t he crou ch ing At l as , or at lea st a bent one,
by see i ng th e il l ust rat ion t hat goes with ' Atl as' in Web ster 's Int ernat i on­
a l Di ct io nary. You can a lso see the crouching Atlas i n t he Th eat r e of
Di onysus in any r espectabl e encyc lopedia . So , tak en al l in all , you can
f i nd a sour ce for th e doork nob. I t ' s qui t e 1i kel y th e knob was made fo r
a monastery, chur ch, or semin ary, and i t mi ght even have been designed to
show th e over-b urdened vi c il r of Chr ist , s to oped wi t h t he we ight of cares
for hi s pari shio ners " .



MY STORY
OR

HOW I STARTED COLLECTING
DOORKNOnS

In about 1940 I was visiting my brother-in-law, Sam Black, in the executive
offices of the Stanley Works in New Britain, Conn., which at the time was an old frame
house (circa 1900) and was to be replaced shortly with a modern executive office building
for all officials of the company

Prior to that time, like most of us, I had never noticed how I opened any door,
whether by pressing a thumb latch or turning a knob and never noticed what kind, ceramic,
brass, iron, glass or wooden.

The doorknobs on all doors in this old house were of matched bronze design with
large escutcheon pJates to match.

I was so impressed by their beauty and design and after commenting on them, Sam told
me that if possible he would try to get me a pair from one of the doors after the old
house was torn down.

lncidentally, I was never able to get my knobs as all were taken to their museum
to arId to the history of the Stanley Works thru the years, although I feel certain that
a few were lost or kept as mementoes.

En route home, the "collecting bug" bit me hard and I decided to attempt finding
d source of old doorknobs similiar to those that I had just seen.

The very next week I visited a House and Building Wrecking Co. near my home in
New Jersey and inlIuired of the yard manager what they had in the way of old doorknobs
ror sale and I received a very queer look along with his comment that they did have
doorknobs but they w"re of course on doors and if I wished to purchase the doors thut
I coulCl helve the knobs.

I ended ur thdt day buying four doors with attached knobs which were rather non­
descript, leavinlJ the doors and taking the knobs, and starting me on my newly acquired
and unusual hobby.

My next ste~ in my exciting quest was to find other sources such as old abandoned
factories, houses, school houses that had been closed in my travels.

My job as sales manager of my firm was indirectly very helpful in my "search" as
it entailed travelling from city to city and in this way made it a little easier to
locate additional sources both by inquiry and observation.

Swapping or trading in addition to purchasing became another means of acquiring
and 2 or 3 pairs of "run of the mill" doorknobs and a medium size screw driver became
a part of my equipment carried in my car so that any exchange might be made on the spot,
plus money in most instances.

Family and friends contributed greatly to my hobby and my daughter-in-law, Ann,
presented me with quite a few additions to my collection from closed homes formerly
occupied by the early lumber barons in Wisconsin and Michigan.

Also my son, Robert, while living in Detroit heard of a special ruby glass knob in
an old glass shop in Montreal and he drove there and bought it along with three other
matched sets that are on the doors of our home.

Continued
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MY STORY (Continued)

Anoth~r specific instance of friends contributing to my collection is one when
travelling, brought me a thin metal Chinese knob, purchased in an old antique ShClp,
with the Ultus pattern around the edge and three Chinese characters on edge stating
name of m.anu f ac t u r e r and unheard of "guaranty" to perform properly, rnak i nq t h i s one of

my unusual ones.

r sincerely believe that the hobby of doorknob collectinq affords d combination of

challenge, satisfaction and reward.

Speakinq of the "reward" a spcc t, one instance personally was heine) invited to app"i]! on
"wh a t s my Line" and stumping the [Janel wi th mv unusual hobby.

Another instance of "rewilrd" through findncial profit occurred when an item purchased in
194') [or :2'J¢ increosed in actual va]ue in 1983 '100 times in villue to $12'J.O(). -
IlelievC' it or not - it huppenec1 to me, and 3 very rare h a ppon inq .

Fred L. MaCJnmJ

FROM THE ARCHIVES

In the October issue of "The Doorknob Collector" our President, Len Blumin,
announced both the new goal of establishing a permanent club archives and also
my appointment as archivist.

I appreciate the confidence shown by honoring me with this appointment, and look
forward with much enthusiasm to having a part in the development of this very
important project.

Since the club is still new, probably all of you will agree that this is the
proper time for our archives to be officially started, thus enabling us to have
as complete historical records as possible. Some of our previous convention
naterials are already filed in their proper places in our history. Any items
that you may have of historical significance are needed and will be most welcome.

In view of the many facets of interest involved in ADCA, our archives will need
to contain a wide variety of information. This information will all be collected
and maintained for the exclusive use of ADCA members.

One of the many important phases of our interests is research. We are already in
the process of trying to assemble a library of old manufacturer's catalogs to
enable all members to learn more about their knob treasures.

For instance, what about that knob you found in the bottom of a bucket of old knobs
and plates in some antique shop? Who made it? When? What building did it grace?
What is the name of the design? Who originally patented the design? Is the building
still standing? Who was the architect? The knob can't tell you, even though it no
doubt has quite a story behind it. As we progress with our archives, this interest­
ing information will be available for you to pursue ... Exciting thought, isn't it?
No wonder I am so proud to be a part of this project.

Emil Mi ller
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Doorknob collectors do come from a diverse vocational 0ackgrou n rl . Following
is a 1isting of present or former occupations of members and spouses who
responded to our inqui:y.

Worker
11

Exec.

Accountant 2
Anrique Dealer 9
Assoc. Athlectic Dir.
Bakery Worker 1
Beauty Shop Oper.
Bookkeeper 1
Business Man
Carpenter 4
Carpet Cleaning 1
Casework Supervisor
Cemetery Manager 1
Chemist 2
City Treasurer 1
College Administrator
Contractor 3

Electrician
Engineer 2
Farmer 1
Furniture
Homemaker
Insurance
Lawyer 1
Library Aide
Lock smith 1
Manufacturers Rep. 2
Mayor 1
Music Teacher 1
Nursing Home Admin. 1
Nursing Home Act. Oir. 1
Open Heart Surgery Tech. 1

Pharmacist
Physician 2
Property Manager 1
Public Utilities 1
Railcar Inspector 1
Real Estate Agent 1
Registered Nurse 2
Retirement Home Dir.
Sales 2
Savings &Loan Exec.
Secretary 5
School Principal
School Teacher 5
Stripper (furniture)
Translator 1

~~") If there is an X in the circle. this is the last issue
\i~ of the DC you will receive until your dues are paid.
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