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Over fifty members made their way to the Sheraton Hotel in Naperville, Ill.,
site of th e 1983 convent i on of the Antique Doorknob Coll ectors of Amer i ca .
Good fellowship abounded, enhanced by the gr aciou s hospitality of convent i on
chairperson, Loretta Nemec who was ably supported by husband Ray. We may for­
get the glittering knobs and displ ays, but fr i endships made and renewed wi l l
st ay with us always .

Highlights of our meeting included talks by Maud Eastwood, Ar t Paholk e,
Emil Mille r , and mys elf. A spirited auction was ably conducted by John Holland.
Good f ood and rel axed soci al hours added to wh at proved to be a most enj oyabl e
three days. New sidelights to the meetin g included the pres ence of sev eral
ant ique dealers offering reasonably pri ced hardware and the publ i cation of an
attr active advertising pro gra m. We owe Lorett a our congra t ula t i ons and th anks
for making everythin g go so smoothly.

The annual board meeting was culmin ated by the el ection of Maud Eastwood as a
permanent emer i t us mem ber of the bo ard of directors. In an effort to promote
a "changi ng of the guar d" in our leadership, John Holl and has regretably re ­
s i gned from the board, and Art Paholke was elected to fill th e vacancy. The
board e l ect ed offi cers fo r th e com i ng year, in cludin g Len Blumin as pr esid ent,
Loretta Nemec as vice pre sident, Dor ot hy Ann Mi l l er as secr eta r y , and Lee Kais er
as treasurer.

I am happy to announce that Lee and Jim Kai ser have agreed t o serve as editors
of "The Doorknob Coll ec t or " f or anot her year. Th ere was un an-imity of opinion
th at th ey have been doin g a s uper b job and are deserving of our highest apprec­
iation. Our news letter can st and proudly alongside the best publicat i ons in it s
c l ass . But - Lee and J im need our help, cont r i but io ns and newsworthy i t ems fo r
future i ssues ar e earnestly sol i cited.

At the membership meeting is was agr eed that we shoul d cont i nue t o hold the
convent ion on an annual basis. Arni e Fredri ck gr aciou sly agreed t o host the
1984 gathering at Waverly, Iowa. Det ai ls of the event , schedul ed for the week­
end of September 21, 22 and 23r d, will be forthcoming in future i ssues.

Co nt in ued next page

The Doorknob Collector is published by the Antique Doorknob Collectors of America, Inc.

Editors: Lee & JimKaiser, 4125 Colfax Avenue South, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55409



FROM THE PRESIDENT, CONTIN UED:

Th er e is no doubt th at ADCA i s a thrivi ng and gro wi ng orga ni zat io n. Our
treasury is in sound conditi on, and ce rta i n mo ni es will be expended du r i ng
t he fort hcoming yea r in in formin g th e collect or' s wo r l d of our pr esence.
If you have any ideas about publi c r el ati ons and adver tis i ng, please contac t
publi city chai r ma n, Char l es Ward ell, PO Box 195, Trinity, N C 27370 .

A major goal for th e comi ng yea r i s th e establi shment of a perma nent "archive"
for ADCA . Emil Miller has been appoi nted archivi st, and he will need th e
cooperation of all members who possess information of hi stori cal import ance
relating to doorknobs. Pl ease sta r t makin g a list of materi al s in your
posses s i on, parti cul arl y in r espect t o ol d hardware ca talogs. You will hear
f rom Emil in futur e i ssues.

May you all have a pro sperous year, and may Arni e find hi s "doggie".

Len Bl umin

P. S. I hope you 1i ked my book .

ftftff' tl ffftfttftfffffl' t" tfttfffft' ftfftfftfftffI

"DEAD AS A DOORNAI L"

The doorn ail in ancient times was a
heavy knob aga i ns t whi ch a heavy me ta l
knocker was struck. Since the doorn ail
was regularly and sharply rapped, it
coul d be assumed t hat there wa s no
life i n i t.

The expression was often used by Di ckens.
In a "Christmas Carol" Old Marley was
"dead as a doornai l ". Shakes pea re used
it more th an once. Falstaff in "H enry lV,
Part 2, asks : "Wha t ! is the ol d ki ng
dead?" and Pi s t ol repl ie s" "As nai 1 in
door."

In f act , the expre ss i on goes back to t he
earl i est begin ni ngs of Eng li sh l i t erat ur e,
Lan gl and ' s "Visi on of Pi ers th e Plowma n"
(f our t eent h ce nt ury ), in whic h the
express io n WdS used just as we use i t
t oday.

From : Th e Morr i s Di ctionary o f
words and Phr a se Or i g i ns "

by Wil liam ~ nd Mar y Mor r i s

Th anks to Ch arl i e Bednar of St Paul
for doing thi s research.
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DO WE OWE YO U ?

Due t o the l at eness of the hour and a
shor tag e of cash t o make change, there
may be some th at did not r ece i ve t hei r
settle up from the conventi on auct ion ~
pro ceeds. •

If you ar e one th at did not receive a
se t t l e up, writ e t o Lee Kai ser and
i nrl i ca t e the amo unt due.

CONVENTI ON GLIMPSE

ART PAHOLK E GREETS
OUR "MOTH ER" MAUD EASTWOOD



September 20, 1983

Dear Conventioneers,

The convention is over and all pleasant memories linger on.

Ray and I would like to Thank everyone who helped make this years

convention a success. All the speakers, The people who participated,

The ones who took admission, to Charlie for the invocations, John

for all he did to put the auction together, to Haude, and Arnie.

Richard Balasa who served everyone at the personality adjustment

hour, all the others to numerous to mention. Your help made the

convention a huge success.

Thank you for the gift, I will treasure the crystal knobs

forever. Your choice expressed what eloquent people make up our

club. As John Holland once stated "Doorknob collectors are the

Cadillac in collectors."

I would like to pass the following poem on to you from Glenn

& Junella Leach. I think it expresses everyones feeling.

'Twas the night after the Convention,

When all through the house,

Not a doorknob was turning to let in a mouse.

The collection was settled and we were in bed.

While visions of knobs danced in our head.

Glenn with his steel wool and me with my card file.

Had just used Len's book to work on a pile,

Of "pretties" encrusted with paint ,qnd with f,t1ck,

That were now all our own (What phenomenal luck!)

We talked of the hours with A.D.C.A.

At a "super" convention that was now tucked away.

In the treasure of memories to be cherished so dear,

So Thank You, Loretta, and we'll see you

next year.

What more could I say but,

See/you next year.

,A_"- d---
'/-4-1-...,(Z~_

Loretta Nemec,
-Vice President
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Th e e d i tors asked Maud Ea stwood to s e nd us
i n f o r ma t i o n o n he r f a vorite kn o bs. She gr aciously
re spond ed with this f i ne tw o p ag e p rese n t a t i o n .

Becaus e of nly pre-oc c u pa t i o n with r 'esea r c h in the line of our mut.ua l inte r est, I h;;.ve
c hos e r J ~ e f e J oHi n g, fi ve spe c i me n ~ s r epr e s e n :t i ve of my "spe c i al" k nobs . No ' only
a m I in ~ ri f,u ed with the tech nica l a nn historical a s pe c t s of eac h , 'ou t a l s o - - a nd oe haps
more s o - - wi t h t he huma n dr a ma involved. . n t h i s feel i ng , I a m a.k i n t.o n e rrry Hene ' D'
/\ Ll ema gne , sc holar a nd collecte r : " He want e d to know how the th i nr;s he l i ke d were made ,
rnd by whom, a nd how t hey were us e d and e n joyed , a nd under what c i rc umsta nc es . " ( era h .
Os t ' ia - -l n ~roduc ti on t o t he Dov e r Ed i t Lo n ef DelCCRATlVc:.: n.l'IT 1 ~ 'E I~~O N i~( RK)

I J ove !,he " Lrr - be t weenet-s " I ·,he ex a mxl. es of
't .ec hm c a I ;~ " va nc emen t long r1 i c r-n t i nu e .i , ( 'b­
t.a i ne d f' r-orn S . ,Eo: J . er iova t o r s ) No t e h F. por­
cela i ~ knobs com~i ned wj l h ~ l i f t - 12 t c h .

" rl & 2 s e l - - rff1. t e nted l oc k, l ,c;g ,: ) ) ? ]':v i de nc e o f n i ck e
rl~ t i ng st i l J v i s a h le. Kncb ( r ou nd ) on r e ve r s e s id e is
s hown o n a sheet. o f 11 . & ' . '1 fl-! des L DS ':. 0 ';)e a.-L s d o ::J. ~

ex i s t i n~ c ~ta } of~u e ~

I vo r y xno b . The f>id.nr11 e \·r~. vi;r y
' l d, ha nd v "0ught . r r om ~h ic h =nn­
t i n e n t i t. C8 !T,e , or ..h ie il ,-j und e it
r oa me d i n ~t s origina l s t~te-- r
who ca r v s- d i t int o it [': 0(")1.' , T doub t
tha t eve n t i me wi l l te 1.

Ha nd ca rved wooue n knou f rom t~e

Netherla nds . Tne se wer e cons i d­
e red " i ns ide" knobs, f o r bedrooms
or closet s . A gift f r om Rich Ke nnedy

-
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A pa Der 7 ~eigh t ty pe . Fr ee bl own ce nt er ,
fi nished in a mouLo . ':e J Leved to 08 of
f or e i gn ma :<'e .

The winged ~ i s t he s ymbol of the . ul t ­
noma h At hl e t i c c l ub i n Port l~ nd , Or e .
Thi np,s ( r eenn ( na r t i culRr ly wh e n b a a r i n«
my i nitia l ) a r e d e8r tn ~ v hA~ ~t.
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J sta nd Iit era Ll y j n 'Hie
of the center knob r emoved
f r om our ~~t i o ns ca pitol
dur i ng r e nova t i on m1ny ye~rs

J .: ' 0 . The a um r e rrt s i m-J i c ­
i t y , o ua l t t.y o f me t.i L n e n­
via ble history of contact
wi t h Lmpo r tan t f i gures - - ni1 t ­
i ona I ,::. rr: i nt erna t i ona l - ­
m~kes this kno b t he one tha t
1 w u l d l ea s t be arxl e to
part wj i ii .

,';ut {;,18;' 8- - ];10.:I: . La ' C · l r ? t
n f' ~ r"'nc e c La i.n.s "U s pJ.L t e r n.
(he s:'? nk n::J t es t r' S knob
c i r ca } J :'-5~ .



WHAT KIND OF KNOBS ARE THESE?
THIS TYPE OF KNOB WAS US UALLY CA ST IN IR ON
NOT FOUND ON ORDI NARY DOO RS
MAXI MUM SIZE, US UALLY TWO INCH DIAMI TER
CONSTRUCTION: HSINGLE LAYE RH

An sw er on last p a g e

CON VENT ION GLIMPSE

Two gentlemen absorbed i n the
subt leties of a spe ci men .

J im Kaiser and Charlie Wardel l
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VICTORiAN DECORATIVE ART

I
A PHOTOGRAPHIC STUDY

OF OPNAMLNTAL DESIGN

IN ~~IQUE DOORKNOBS

by Leonard Rl umin

Cont ains 540 photos of rare
des igns on hardware frum t he
period 1870 to 1910.

An ideal gift for collectors t o present to their
friends and families, just in time for Christmas .

VICTORIAN DESIGN PRESS
PO BOX 5186
tlILL VALLEY, CA 94942

Prices : 1 copy - $14.95
2 t o 5 - $12. 95 ea .
6 t o 10 -$10 .9 5 ea .

Th anks,

The Editor s

Please enclose $1 for postage and handling .

For those who did not have the oppor t uni ty t o see Len ' s boo k at t he convent ion,
we highly reco mmend it. The book is a valu able sour ce of re ference for id nt i f y­
i ng knobs and f or tradin g. The photography is supurb . You wi l l li ke t he des ign
cl assificati on syst em, and the pri ce i s ri ght .

···· ···IT'S·llilES. ·IIfI[·· ····.. .. .. . _ . . . . . . .
•• •• • - - • • • • ••• • • • • • • ', _ . P o •. _ . . ., - ... . . .. . _ . . - -.- .

Dues for 1983/84 r ema i n at $20. Send your check now . . . so you won ' t mi ss any
i ssue s of The Door knob Co l le ctor .

We t ho ught it wo ul d be interesting to t abulate the ki nds of vocations or pro­
fessio ns doorknob coll ect ors come from. Please give us this information on the
dues renewal form below . If you are ret ired, l i s t your former vocat i on, if
fam i ly member shi p, l i s t i nformat ion on both . If you have already pai d the
current year dues , send t he form with just the vocat ional informat i on.

AN SW ER : These knob s oper ated the smal l rim
loc ks on victori an screen do ors.

de t c h & ma il

Antique Doo rknob Co l l e c to r s o f Arne r i l :,l

Membersh ip d ues [ o r t h e y eQ r b e g i nning Nove mbe r 1 , 1983 , $20 .

News l e t t e r subscription i nclud r d

( l ife t i me IIlcm b c [ :.. i, i lJ .~ i~O . )

___r ene wa l

na me( s )

new member

mQi li ng addre s s

c i ty state z i p

vocation or pr o fe ssion

Make c hec ks p ayab le t o Th e Antique Doorkno~ Collectors of Am e ri c a
Ma i l t o Le e Kai se r , 41 25 Col f ax Ave . So ut h , Minne a polis . Mn 5 54 0 9
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